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Irma P. Hall, a veteran of
more than 50 films and televi-
sion shows, is starring locally in
the DeSoto production of A
Raisin in the Sun.

The 71-year-old actress has
had featured roles in movies
such as Soul Food, Midnight in
the Garden of Good and Evil,
Beloved and The Ladykillers.

The production also features
some of Dallas' leading stage
performers, including M. Denise
Lee and Regina Washington. Ms.
Washington organized the show

as a scholarship fundraiser for the Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, of which both she and Ms. Hall are members.

Born in Beaumont but raised in Chicago, Ms. Hall was a
38-year-old Dallas teacher when actor Raymond St.
Jacques cast her in the only film he directed, Book of
Numbers (1973).

"I didn't know anything about acting. I never even want-
ed to be an actor – or a teacher, for that matter. I wanted to
be a dancer," Ms. Hall says. "Everything I know, I've learned
onstage or working on a movie."

A Raisin in the Sun runs through Feb. 17 at the Corner
Theatre, DeSoto.call 972-274-0116 or visit www.swd
cadeltas.org.

African Children’s
Choir Performs At

First Baptist Church
Of Hamilton Park
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Blige Wins
Big At

Grammys
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In observance of Black History
Month, the Collin County Black
Chamber of Commerce
(CCBCC) will host its Inaugural
Trailblazers Luncheon. This
event is designed to create aware-
ness and recognition of the

impact of the African American
business pioneers amongst us.
These two men of vision with
perseverance, and a willingness
to give back will be presented
with a small token of apprecia-
tion for all of their sacrifices.

The inaugural honorees are
Mr. Bruce Luster and Mr. Fred
N. Moses; these men are two of
hundreds of successful business
pioneers who have paved the
way for so many within the
Collin County community. Mr.
Moses serves on the MON-The
Gazette Advisory Board.

The CCBCC invites commu-
nity members to come and hear
how these two gentlemen help
to shape and lead the way for so
many others.
Collin County Trailblazers Page 9

UNT To Host 10th Annual
Equity And Diversity
Conference Feb. 23

The ”First Lady of Song,” Ella Fitzgerald, is
the 30th honoree in the popular Black Heritage
commemorative stamp series. The Dallas
District of the U.S. Postal Service cordially
invites the public to join us as we dedicate the
Ella Fitzgerald stamp on Sunday, February 25,
2007, beginning at 3:00 p.m. The event will
take place at the Weisfeld Center, located at
1508 Cadiz Street in Dallas,TX 75201.

The keynote speaker for this event is local
noted jazz musician and radio personality
Roger Boykin. Also featured is renowned Dallas
jazz vocalist Ms. Martha Burks, who will pres-
ent a stage tribute to Ella Fitzgerald. Special
guest speakers round out the festivities, capped
with the official dedication, by Dallas District
Manager Carl T. January, Jr., of the Ella
Fitzgerald commemorative postage stamp.

Sen. Barack Obama stood before a cheering
crowd in his home state Saturday and
announced he will seek the 2008 Democratic
nomination for president.

Invoking the memory of fellow Illinoisan and
the 16th president of the United States,

Quest For Success Honors 
African American Entrepreneurs
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Collin County Black Chamber
Of Commerce Will Honor

Trailblazers At Inagural Luncheon 

U.S. Postal Service Celebrates Black
History Month: With Dedication Of

Ella Fitzgerald Postage Stamp

People In
The News

Former Municipal Judge Dr.
Vonciel Jones Hill has
announced she is running for the
District 5 seat on the Dallas City
Council in the May 12 election
with the support of several com-
munity leaders, including former
Dallas Mayor Ron Kirk.

“I believe that I can make a
positive difference for District 5.
I look forward to the opportuni-
ty to serve my neighbors and
friends on the Dallas City
Council,” said Dr. Hill.

Dr. Hill received her under-
graduate and law degrees from the University of Texas at
Austin. A lawyer and ordained minister, she is also a grad-
uate of Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist
University and holds an honorary doctorate from Paul
Quinn College.

For 13 years, she served as associate pastor at St. Luke
“Community” United Methodist Church with Rev. Dr. Zan
W. Holmes, Jr.

Kirk joins Dallas County Commissioner John Wiley
Price, State Rep. Yvonne Davis, former Councilmember
Donald W. Hicks, Sr., businessman Pete Schenkel and civic
leaders DeMetris Sampson and Vivian Hill in endorsing
Dr. Hill. Rev. Zan Holmes, Dr. Sheron Patterson, and Dr.
S.C. Nash are among the more than 30 ministers that
announced their support.

Collin County Community
College District announced the
recipient for the annual Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Unity
Scholarship.

Chijioke Victor Okegbe, 25,
was to be recognized for receiv-
ing the scholarship during the
college’s Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Power Breakfast, but the
event was cancelled due to
inclement weather Jan. 15.

The Plano sophomore plans
to finish his associate of science
degree in nursing and eventually
transfer to Texas Women’s University or the University of
North Texas.

“Dr. King’s legacy means everything to me,” Okegbe
said, “with respect to resolving conflicts with a non-violent
approach and the pursuance of one’s goals.”

Okegbe also noted that Dr. King’s life message speaks
volumes in the quest for people of all races to find common
ground amid conflict.

“First and foremost, I was awfully humbled by the schol-
arship,” he said. “Secondly, having been honored, I have to
strive and do my very best in what I love to do and give back
to the community and assist those who need help.”

The Dallas/Fort Worth busi-
ness community recently hon-
ored outstanding African
American entrepreneurs at the
Dallas Black Chamber of
Commerce’s 23rd Annual Quest
for Success Awards Luncheon.

Cathy Hughes:
Black Media

Pioneer
Page 6

Abraham Lincoln, the first-
term senator addressed thou-
sands packed into the
Springfield, Illinois, town
square on a chilly day in
America's heartland.

To chants of "Obama!
Obama!," he told the crowd: "It
was here, in Springfield, where
North, South, East and West
come together that I was
reminded of the essential
decency of the American people
-- where I came to believe that
through this decency, we can
build a more hopeful America." 

If the 45-year-old Obama
were elected, he would become
the nation's first African-
American president.

"And that is why, in the shad-
ow of the Old State Capitol,
where Lincoln once called on a
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State Of The Black Union' Summit
Draws Thousands To Virginia College

lack of motivation, a panel of
black leaders said Saturday.

"We need a big idea that uni-
fies us all," said U.S.
Representative Keith Ellison
of Minnesota, the first Muslim
congressman.

Ellison was on the panel that
included Rev. Al Sharpton and
former Virginia governor L.
Douglas Wilder, the first elect-
ed black governor.

They spoke of a black
America adrift. Black males
are more common in prisons
than on college campuses, they
said. Black children, mean-
while, are increasingly born
into single-parent homes.

"A lot of us have lost the dig-
nity that our community has
shown from Jamestown to
now," said Sharpton.

Others pointed to a lack of
personal responsibility among
blacks who, they said, are too
busy waiting for leadership to
make change.

"I didn't have to wait for
people to tell me it was my
time to run for governor - it
was my time," Wilder said,

AP
Beneath an oak tree on the campus of what

is now Hampton University, historians said,
Virginia blacks heard a reading of the
Emancipation Proclamation and began to
dream of a better life.

On Saturday, more than 8,000 people
returned to the historically black university to
chart how far they have come. They gathered
for the "State of the Black Union," an annual
travelling town hall meeting that is considered
a barometer for black America's ills.

This year's conference coincides with the
400th anniversary of the nation's first perma-
nent English settlement in what is now the
United States, Jamestown. Africans arriving in
Virginia in the years following that milestone
in U.S. history faced enslavement and
entrenched racism.

Today's black Americans grapple with polit-
ical apathy, limited business strength and a

markets.
The conference also features

six sessions exploring the pur-
suit of equality as it relates to
five groups; Asian-Americans,
Latinos, the gay/lesbian/bisex-
ual/transgender community,

“The Pursuit of Equity:
Liberty and Justice For All” is
the theme of the 10th Annual
and final Equity and Diversity
Conference at the University of
North Texas. UNT alumna
Gyna Bivens, executive director
of the North Texas BOLD
Inititiative, will deliver the
keynote address.

Bivens joined the BOLD
Initiative in September, 2006.
The non-profit organization
assists companies whose lead-
ers are committed to employing
a diverse group of people, and
making North Texas a place
where people from all cultures
can live, work and thrive. Prior
to joining the BOLD Initiative,
Bivens served as an area man-
ager and corporate spokes-
woman for TXU Electric
Delivery, and a radio and tele-
vision reporter in several Texas

The event was held on Friday,
February 9, 2007 at the Dallas
Convention Center.The Dallas
Morning News, CHASE and
WFAA-TV Channel 8 spon-
sored the Quest for Success

Black Union Page 8

Senator Barack Obama
Announces Bid For Presidency

Tavis Smiley, host of The State
of The Black Union Summit

Gyna Bivens, executive director of
the North Texas BOLD Inititiative

Mr. Fred N. Moses

Sen. Barack Obama waves to the crowd Saturday
after delivering the speech that officially launched

his bid for the U.S. presidency. He made the
announcement outside the Old State Capitol build-
ing in Springfield before thousands of supporters.

(Front Row L to R) Allen Madison, Belinda May, Cedric Anderson,
Fritzi Woods,Yvonne A. Crouch, Gunnar Jones, Gail Warrior-Lawrence
and Dr. Darrell Thigpen. (Back Row L to R) Darryl Thornton, Ronald

Hay,Valerie Roberts and Michelle Thomas.
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Around The Town

Ongoing
The Allen Public Library

will feature films with all black
casts or have African-American
themes will be featured each
Tuesday night during February.
On February 6th and 20th,
guests will be treated to extreme-
ly rare viewing of “Beulah” a tel-
evision program from the
1950’s. For more info call Tom
Keener at 214-509-4911.

The Collin County Chapter
of the American Business
Women’s Association meets
the fourth Tuesday of the month
at Eldorado Country Club, 2604
Country Club Drive in
McKinney

Free Tenant Legal
Workshops are at 6 p.m.
Tuesdays at Douglass
Community Center, 1111 Ave.
H in Plano. Call 972-941-7174.

Alpha Beta Chapter of
Beta Sigma Phi a social service
cultural sorority meets the sec-
ond Monday of each month in
members home in Frisco,
McKinney, and the Plano area.
Call 972-473-9089.

Assistance League of
Greater Collin County meets
the third Wednesday of each
month. Visit www.assistance-
league-gcc.org.

"EVOLVE," a social net-
working opportunity for women,
meets from 7:30 to 9 p.m. the
second and fourth Wednesdays
of the month at the northwest
corner of Park Boulevard and
Coit Road, Suite 202. Call 972-
267-4452.

A free legal clinic is offered
for residents who meet low-
income guidelines, 6:00 p.m.,
second Thursday of each month,
First United Methodist Church,
601 S. Greenville Ave.

Applicants must be Collin County res-
idents and income eligible. Call 1-
800-906-3045.

Free HIV Testing offered by the
LaSima Foundation from 6 p.m. to 8
p.m. every Thursday at two different
locations. For locations and more
information, call 214-928-9303.

The Frisco Housing Authority is
offering tenant-based rental assistance
to 22 eligible families and individuals
for rental housing in Frisco. Call 972-
377-3031 for information.

Kumaasi African Ensemble
Dance Classes from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00
p.m. West African dance classes held
every Saturday at the South Dallas
Cultural Center, 3400 S. Fitzhugh
Ave. For more info call S-Ankh Rasa
at 214-298-5858.

Late Night at the Dallas Museum
of Art Join us on the third Friday
of each month at 1717 N. Harwood.
$10 for adults, $7 for senior citizens
and $5 for students with current
school I.D. 214-922-1200, publicpro-
grams@DallasMuseumofArt.org.

Dallas Baptist University-North
Leadership Empowerment Luncheon
Series is from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. the
first Wednesday of the month at Dallas
Baptist University-North, 3211
Internet Blvd., Suite 100. For more
info, call 214-333-5777 or e-mail
dbunorth@dbu.edu.

The Yundrae Show the live televi-
sion taping every Thursday.The doors
open at 7pm and the show starts at
7:45pm. There are door prizes and
giveaways each week. Tickets are $15
at the door. Check it out at;
www.theyundraeshow.com

February 15, 2007
Commemorative Art From

Garland, Texas and Surrounding
Youth

Brooks Peoples Academy & Arts
is seeking youth artists (grade K-12)
and artwork representing a variety of
media, and any subject of interest.

Academy & Arts 4222 Rosehill Rd.
Suite 8, Garland, TX from 7-9:00
p.m. Free entry. For more info, call
214-497-0824 or email: brookspeo-
ples@yahoo.com.

Urban League Membership
Drive from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
at Billy Gee’s Club.

Dallas Black Chamber of
Commerce will hold a board and
membership meeting at 6:30 p.m. at
2838 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. For
more info, call 214-421-5200 or visit
www.dbcc.org.

Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) will
hold a public meeting to discuss and
unveil digital flood hazard data and
maps in Collin County.The meeting is
scheduled for 1:30 p.m. at the
University Drive Courts Facility, 1800
N. Graves Drive in McKinney.

February 16, 2007
5th Annual Scholarship and

Mardi Gras Gala at the Grand
Hotel, 7815 LBJ Freeway from 7 p.m.
until 1 a.m.The cost is $40 per ticket.
The guest speaker will be Tony B of
105.7. For more info call 972-487-
3077.

National Woman’s Heart Day®
Health Fair at Fair Park In
Centennial Hall, 3929 Grand Avenue,
Dallas from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Offers free screenings and advice For
Women. For more info, please visit
www.womansheartday.Org/Dallas or
call 800-422-9567.

Black Cinematique at 8:00 p.m.
Black Forest Theatre, 1920MLK
Blvd., Dallas. Ossie Davis and Ruby
Dee narrate. Sweet Honey In The
Rock and Toshi Reagon perform orig-
inal music. For more info call 214-
426-1683. $5.

February 17, 2007
Annual Planning Retreat

NAACP Garland Branch, 10:00a.m. -
2:00 p.m., Sweet Home Missionary
Baptist Church, 1019 S. First Street,

Garland. Open to all Branch members
and individuals interested in volun-
teering.

Jazz film and Discussion Series
featuring artist Roy Ayers, Jean Carne,
Wayne Henderson, and Lonnie Liston
Smith, will be at 7:30 p.m. at the Black
Academy of Arts and Letters, 650
South Griffin St. For more informa-
tion, call 214-743-244 or e-mail
sltank@airmail.net.

The Heart of Jazz Concert fea-
turing Roy Ayers, Jean Carne, Wayne
Henderson, Bobbi Humphrey, Jon
Lucien and Lonnie Liston Smith.
Black Academy of Arts and Letters,
650 S Griffin St., 7:30 p.m. Orchestra
- $30, Mezzanine - $25. For more info
call: 214-743-2442 or email:
sltank@airmail.net.

Jarvis Christian College–Ninth
Annual Heritage Banquet at the
Fairmont Hotel, 1717 North Akard
Street. The event will begin with a
Silent Auction at 6:00 p.m. followed
by Banquet at 7:00 p.m. For more info
call Ronald Hay at ALL TEMPS 1
Personnel 214-426-2700 or the Office
of Dr. Sebetha Jenkins 903-763-5883.

Fisk Jubilee Singers to perform at
Christian Chapel Temple of Faith,
located at 14120 Noel Road in Dallas.
For more info, contact Tobi Cox at
214-923-8380.

From Slavery to Freedom,
allowing visitors to spend time with
heroines as they share their stories on
their journey down the freedom road.
Central Library-Irving, 801 W. Irving
Blvd. For more info, call 972-721-
2458.

UT Arlington African-
American Alumni Reception 18th
Annual event will honor Outstanding
African-American Alumni George W.
Bedford '73 and Katrina M. Keyes
'96, 300 W. First Street in Arlington
from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. $25.00. For
more info call 817-272-2594 or
email: uta_alumni@uta.edu.

Stories My Grandma Told Me
Tales from Africa & the Caribbean
2 p.m.

Carrollton Public Library at
Hebron & Josey, 4220 N. Josey Lane.
For info, call 972-466-4800.

February 20, 2007
African Heritage Banquet guest

speaker Chelle Marie Wilson UNT
Multicultural Center, Silver Eagle
Suite in the University Union, located
one block west of Welch and West
Prairie streets at 7 p.m. $20. For
more info call 940-369-7297 or email:
AndreaR@dsa.admin.unt.edu.

February 21, 2007
Urban League Membership

Drive from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at
Brooklyn’s Restaurant and Club.

Dallas Black Dance Theatre:
Annual Cultural Awareness Series 

Majestic Theatre, 1925 Elm Street,
10 a.m. & 11:45 a.m. $18. February
22nd thru the 24th. For info, call
214-880-0137.

February 22, 2007
Senior citizens job search semi-

nar at The Senior Source, 1215 Skiles
St. RSVP is required from 9:00 a.m.
to 9:00 p.m. For more info, call 214-
823-5700.

Annual Cultural Awareness
Series will be held at the Majestic
Theatre, 1925 Elm Street from 10:00
to 12:00. For more info, call 214880-
0137 or visit www.dbdt.com.

Texas Democratic Women of
Collin County Workshop Lone Star
Crossing, 5800 Coit Road (at Spring
Creek Pkwy), Plano from 7:00 p.m. –
9:00 p.m. Cost: $5.00 for materials.

February 23, 2007
Urban League Annual Meeting

and Luncheon at 11:45 a.m., Hilton
Anatole Hotel.

Third Annual Black History
Month Celebration Assembly at
Barbara Bush Middle School
Gymnasium, 10:15 a.m. Children's

Sponsored By:

Proud To Be An Active
Partner In The Community

book author Dr. Joyce Teal will
be the guest speaker.

February 24, 2007
A Celebration of Faith,

Hope, and Love Brunch Faith-
Based community about the
Amachi mentoring program for
children who have an incarcerat-
ed parent. Ruthe Jackson Center,
3113 S. Carrier Parkway in
Grand Prairie, from 11:30-1:00
p.m. FREE. For more info call
817-265-4777 or email: scamp-
bell@bbbsnt.org.

Black Heritage Day from
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the
Urban League Headquarters,
4315 S. Lancaster Road. For
more info contact Sherelyn
Roberts at 214-915-4607.

YES! (Youth Explore Sports)
Expo at 10:32 a.m. at The Shops
at Williowbend, 6121 West Park
Boulevard. For more info call
972-422-6830.

February 25
The History of Music in the

Church at Sure Foundation
Bible Church, 2946 Idaho
Avenue at 5:30 p.m.469- 939-
4940

February 26, 2007
Texas Democratic Women

of Collin County Meeting at
6:45 p.m. at Lone Star Crossing
5800 Coit Rd South of Spring
Creek Parkway in Plano.

February 27, 2007
SAS and other Drug &

Alcohol personnel within
Collin County are inviting all
staff, parents and others to our
Drug Forum on @ 7:00 p.m.
Plano West Senior High
Auditorium, 5601 W. Parker
Road, Plano, Texas. For more
info, call Jennifer Barker 469-
752-9726 or
Jennifer.barker@pisd.edu.

N o t  C e r t i f i e d  b y  t h e  Te x a s  B o a rd  o f  L e g a l  S p e c i a l i z a t i o n
¥ If you qualify. *Fees quoted above are minimum down payment needed to begin processing your case.

2730 N. Stemmons Frwy, Suite 409 • Dallas, TX 75207

817-277-0196 (Metro)

Open On Weekends

$69* DIVORCE
Family Cases

• Divorce / Annulment

• Child Support / Paternity

• Custody Modification

• Restraining Order

• Protective Order

• Name Change / Adoption

• Domestic Violence

Criminal Defense
• DWI / Suspended License

• WARRANTS Removed ¥

• 24 Hour Jail Release ¥

• Occupational license, felonies

• Protective Order

• Misdeamenor/Felonies ¥

Open On Weekends Easy Payment PlansEasy Payment Plans

214-638-5930
Law Offices Of Vincent NdukweLaw Offices Of Vincent Ndukwe

Triple A Book Club is dedicated to reading
books by African American authors.

Meeting every 3rd Saturday of the month
at the Lewisville Library.

Place: 1197 West Main Street
Lewisville, TX 75067
Time: 2 pm – 3 pm
Phone: 972.219.3570

February 2007 Selection:
“The Known World by Edward P. Jones”

NAACP Garland’s Winter Ball Features “First Ladies” Photos By: Harry Manuel

African American Living Legends of Garland (Left to Right)
Chief Charles Rene', First African American Assistant Police Chief City of

Garland, Priscilla Wilson; First African American Human Resource
Managing Director City of Garland, Honorable Linda Griffin; First African

American GISD School Board Trustee, John Washington; First African
American GISD Assistant Superintendent, Honorable Annie Dickson; First
African American Female to serve on the Garland City Council Gradyne

Brown; First African American Director of Human Resources for the GISD
Carol Montgomery; First African American GISD Liaison.

Pastor Leach and First Lady Sharon with
members of Mount Hebron Missionary Baptist Church.

Pastor V.K and First Lady Donna Jones with Connie Taylor.

Former Garland councilman Jim
Dunn with wife Terri Dunn.

Pastor S. E. and First Lady Lynda
Holmes with B. J.Williams.

(Left to Right) Brenda Perrie,
Gwen Daniels and Toni Ward.

Pastor McDonald and
First Lady Willie McDonald.

Mr.Timothy Clemons (First Lady’s
Brother-in-law) and First Lady

Carrie Clemons and B. J.Williams.

Tamme Gaddis, Pastor
Leonard O. Leach and

First Lady Sharon Leach.

11 First Ladies Honored at the NAACP
Garland Branch's 7th Annual Winter Ball

Row 1: (Left to Right) Sharon Leach - Mt. Hebron
Baptist Church,Willie McDonald - El Bethel

Missionary Baptist Church,Wernsetta Session -
Sims Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, Lynda

Holmes - Kaiser Street Baptist Church
Row 2: (Left to Right) Carrie Clemons - Pentecost

Church of God in Christ, Brenda Yates - New
Generation Holiness Church, Donna Jones - Shiloh
Missionary Baptist Church, Doretha Wilson - Sweet

Home Missionary Baptist Church
Row 3: (Left to Right) Loretta McCrary - Greater
El Bethel Church of God in Christ, Linda Griffin -

St. Mark Baptist Church, Ovella Davis -
New Mt. Hebron Baptist Church.
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Op-Ed

Something happened to me
on Saturday I don’t think I’ve
ever experienced before. I sat
on my couch and watched a
television program (yes, I’m
back to that again), which left
me alarmed, informed and
inspired.

While flicking through all of
the available mindless cable
programming Saturday, I
stumbled across the “State of
the Black Union” conference
being broadcast live on
CSPAN. An estimated 10,000
people attended the confer-
ence on the campus of
Hampton University in
Hampton, Virginia.

The conference coincided
with the 400th anniversary of
the nation’s first permanent
English settlement in
Jamestown. The Jamestown
anniversary also includes by
definition, the anniversary of
Africans being enslaved on
this continent.

Hosted by Tavis Smiley, the
conference panel discussions
featured some of the most
important black voices in virtu-
ally every political, social, sci-
entific and cultural field.
Discussion participants includ-
ed Dr. Cornel West, Sonia
Sanchez, Dr. Mae Jemison,
Lerone Bennett, Marion
Wright Edelman, Dr. Julian
Hare, Congressman Bobby
Scott, Chuck D, Reverend Al
Sharpton, Bruce S. Gordon
and former Virginia Governor
Douglas Wilder. The topics of
discussion ranged from voting,
rap music, incarceration rates,
education, Hurricane Katrina,
Black poverty, and the digital
divide.

I was alarmed at the things
happening in this country to
the detriment of Black folks; I
was informed about things
affecting Black folks that I
didn’t know about; and I was
inspired to get up off

my…couch and DO something
to further the cause of Black
folks.

The first slap to the back of
my head came from Bruce
Gordon, President of the
NAACP. Any of my friends will
tell you that I have been highly
critical of the NAACP for “not
doing enough” and for being
out of touch as an organization.
I’ve gone as far as to blast the
NAACP for not even attempt-
ing to reach out to my genera-
tion of African Americans.

“People come up to me all
the time and ask me what is
the NAACP doing?” Gordon
said on Saturday. He contin-
ued as if he was he was talking
directly to me and said, “ I
look them squarely in the eye
and ask them what are you
doing?” I was still trying to
recover from the sting of that
comment to my ego, when Mr.
Gordon verbally punched me
in my stomach.

“The NAACP is the oldest
civil rights organization in this
country.There are 400,000 dues
paying members that pay $30 a
year to volunteer to serve the
needs of the Black people in
their community. Like you, they
have other things they could be
doing, but they have committed
to donating their time and effort
to serving you. Again, I ask,
what are YOU doing?”

That was just the start. I
found myself humbled by my
own inactivity toward making a
difference, not for myself-but
for future generations of
African Americans. I began
thinking that the key was to
reach out to Black youth. I
mean, I don’t have any chil-
dren, so why shouldn’t I help
some misguided kids get on the
right track. After all, the chil-
dren are our future right?

Dr. Mae Jemison, the first
Black woman astronaut
promptly let me know that I
had it all twisted.

“I hate to burst anybody’s

bubble, but I don’t think our
problem is our children. James
Baldwin said: ‘Children rarely
do what their parents say, but
they all do what their parents
do’, she said. “ We don’t have a
child problem, we have a role
model problem. African
American adults have to moni-
tor their own behavior-children
are simply a reflection of the
adults they see.”

One of my favorite personali-
ties, Chuck D of the rap group
Public Enemy continued the
theme of making me squirm on
my couch while examining
myself.

“In our society, we have a
problem of quantity trumping
quality in art,” he said. “There
has been a ‘dumbing down’ and
an embracing of ‘anti-illectual-
ism’ in African American art
and culture. I’m tired of smart
Black people acting stupid in
order to fit in. I ‘m tired of Black
folks looking at artists as role
models. We fail to remember
that the root of the word artist is
artificial. Entertainment is not
real life.”

Again, the burden had been
shifted back to personal
responsibility.

These speakers all moved me
to look at myself, to consider
more than just the state of the
Black union in this country. I
began to consider the state of
MY Black union. I believe ulti-
mately, that is what is necessary
to move us forward as a people.
It is not about what our leaders
are doing, not about what the
government isn’t doing; but
what are we doing individually.

The civil rights movement
and every significant achieve-
ment of Black people in this
country has its seed in individ-
ual action and effort. At the end
of the day, the real question for
each of us is: what is the state of
your Black union?

Paul Hailey can be reached at
phailey@MonTheGazette.com

The State Of
My Black Union an angry chord with millions of

voters that equate higher taxes
with government waste, ineffi-
ciency and pork barrel
favoritism. And even more insid-
iously, equate high taxes with
special interest giveaways to
minorities and the poor.

On the issue of abortion rights,
Obama got a perfect rating from
the Illinois Planned Parenthood
Council. In 2001, he backed leg-
islation that restrictioned med-
ical support in certain types of
abortions where the fetus sur-
vives. Pro-life groups interpreted
that as a vote to strengthen abor-
tion rights.

Abortion is more than a cam-
paign wedge issue. It's a major
litmus test for right to life groups
nationally. They have sold mil-
lions of voters on the notion that
pro-choice support is tanta-
mount to baby killing, and that a
candidate that supports choice is
not morally fit to be president.

Obama's vote and views on
choice will make him a prime
target for pro-life groups. In fact,
it already has. He got a zero rat-
ing from the National Right to
Life Committee for voting for
stem cell research, for funding
abortions abroad, and against
parental notification in the U.S.
Senate.

The shocking revelation that
Chicago police routinely beat
and tortured black suspects in
murder cases during the 1970s
and 1980s made national news
in 2006. The brutality drew
renewed demands from black
leaders and civil liberties groups
for reforms in police interroga-
tion procedures. But even before
the scandal broke, Obama had
rammed through legislation that
required police to videotape all
interrogations of murder sus-
pects. He also took a leading role
in overhauling the state's capital
punishment system. The legisla-
ture took action on the death
penalty after several death row
inmates wrongly convicted were
exonerated.

Obama also played a big role
in authoring legislation that
required police to keep racial
stats on unwarranted traffic

By: Earl Ofari Hutchinson,
National Rifle Association

executive vice president Wayne
LaPierre wasted no words when
asked about presumptive
Democratic presidential candi-
date Barack Obama's strong sup-
port for a ban on semi-automat-
ic assault weapons, and severe
limits on handgun purchases
during his tenure in the Illinois
senate.

He called Obama's pro-gun
control stance "bad politics. " He
thundered that the NRA would
talk about Obama's gun control
activism. LaPierre's admonition
was an ominous warning that the
powerful gun-lobbying group
would oppose Obama if he ran
for president, and so would mil-
lions of other passionate gun
owners that take their cue from
the NRA.

LaPierre's outspoken opposi-
tion to Obama is yet another sign
that candidate Obama will have
more to worry about than race,
and getting knocked for his polit-
ical inexperience, and a skimpy
Senate track record.

He's an unabashed liberal
Democrat whose votes and views
during his days in the Illinois
senate on taxes, abortion, civil
liberties, civil rights, law enforce-
ment and capital punishment
have so far drawn little public
attention. But if he hits the cam-
paign trail, Republicans and con-
servative interest groups will sur-
gically dissect his state senate
votes and they will find much
there to pound him.

The National Taxpayers Union
will point a hard finger at Obama
for voting to impose 300 new
taxes and fees on businesses in
his last year in the state senate.
Though the tax hikes were
deemed necessary to help close
Illinois's crushing budget deficit,
business and taxpayer interest
groups screamed foul.

Obama's vote to raise taxes
and his consistent pro-labor
votes marked him as another tax
and spend Democrat with them.
This has been the dread label
that Republicans have tagged
Democratic contenders with in
elections past.This always strikes

stops. This was a measure to
combat racial profiling. Police
unions and the Fraternal Order
of Police rail that these actions
are undue restraints on police,
and death penalty backers rail
that politicians that back capital
punishment reform are fuzzy
headed soft on crime liberals.
That tag sunk the presidential
candidacy of Massachusetts
Governor Michael Dukakis in
1988. And since then
Democrats have done every-
thing to out law and order
Republicans.

Obama's pro-civil liberties
votes and the 100 percent rat-
ing he got from the ACLU
won't help him dodge the soft
on crime label on the issue of
crime and punishment. Illinois
senate Republicans praised
Obama as a flexible politician
and consensus builder who lis-
tened to the views of his
Republican opponents.

But the presidential cam-
paign trail is a rough and tum-
ble road. His Republican con-
tender won't benignly praise his
open-mindedness on the issues.
He'll go for the political jugular
and lambaste him as an anti-
police, anti-business, pro abor-
tion, pro labor, pro-gun con-
trol, tax and spend liberal
Democrat.

Conservative interest groups
will tar him as a liberal
Democrat who will bend way
over to pander to labor, minori-
ties, and women. Obama's
record on civil liberties, civil
rights, abortion, and spending
issues will endear him to mil-
lions of voters. But it will alien-
ate millions more. And they
vote in the crucial battleground
states that are the key to the
White House for a presidential
candidate. That's a key candi-
date Obama won't hold.

Earl Ofari Hutchinson is a
political analyst and social
issues commentator, and the
author of the book, The
Emerging Black GOP Majority
(Middle Passage Press,
September 2006), a hard-hit-
ting look at Bush and the
GOP's court of black voters.

Can Obama Really Win?

tomer base it is used to – Black
America. It is the Black dollar
that is approaching nearly $1
trillion annually that may deter-
mine weather Ford survives or
not. The future of that legacy of
partnership is at risk.

Ford during the last few
decades has been less than a
partner or friend to Black deal-
ers. The complaints have been
consistent and, in fact, growing
more and more. It is time for
this company to return to its
roots and begin treating Black
dealerships with a level playing
field and compassion.

Mel Farr is a good example.
Football legend and successful

entrepreneur Mel Farr was on a
roll with the Ford Motor Co.
Many dealers had complained
about disparate treatment of
their customer base by Ford
Motor Credit Corp. This credit
company was the primary
financer for purchased autos. If
you can’t get the majority of
your customers approved by
them you weren’t going to close
many deals. The adverse treat-
ment of Black customers would
have a devastating impact on the
sales of a Black owned dealer-
ship. We lost a lot of Black deal-
erships because of this and there
have been many discrimination
claims because of this choke
hold by auto credit companies.
Mel had a brilliant idea. He
went to Wall Street and formed
his own auto financing entity to
sell his cars. The alternative was
successful – too successful for
Ford. The relationship they had
with Mel and his 11 auto dealer-
ships soured to the point that
Ford “pulled the rug from under
him.” Today, the nation’s best
known Black auto dealer is out
of business. He is banned for life
from owning a Ford dealership.
In fact, and so cruelly, his two
sons are banned for life also.
That is how they treated their

By: Harry C. Alford -
NNPA Columnist
“Beyond The Rhetoric”
Who would have thought that

Ford Motor Co., the legacy of
that great American Henry Ford,
would be heading deep “south”
in the profit and loss arena of the
automobile industry? Ford is
almost synonymous with
Americana especially Black
Americana.

The founder, Henry Ford, was
a great friend of Black scientist
and entrepreneur George
Washington Carver. He admired
and supported George
Washington Carver so much that
when the entrepreneur died
Ford had his childhood home
moved to his Dearborn
Museum. It stands there today.
That friendship has led to very
generous and continuous sup-
port of Tuskegee Institute by the
Ford Foundation.

Ford Motor Company also led
the way in Black employment
among corporate America.
Blacks in Detroit, Cleveland and
other auto cities prospered
through steady employment and
opportunity. There are hundreds
of thousands of Black middle-
class families that can speak of
Ford with pride and gratitude.
That has translated into college
education and opportunities that
were totally elusive to Black
masses before the rise of Ford
Motor Co. and other entities of
the same ilk.

Today, Ford is getting beat up
badly from competition. While
the automobile industry is
healthy per se, American-born
companies are missing the wants
and needs of American con-
sumers. Ford has done the worst
in this area. It is selling fewer,
closing plants, releasing employ-
ees and losing money at record
numbers. This is terrible and
will require Ford to become ever
dependent on that steady cus-

“star.” Think about the other
Black dealers.

Ford has consistently put
new Black dealers out into the
“boonies.” These rural and
mostly White markets have less
of a chance for success versus
an urban market.The odds are
stacked against the young
Black entrepreneur from the
beginning. The National Black
Chamber of Commerce has
formed a committee to look
into this to determine how
much of a racial pattern there
is.We believe it is shocking and
intentional.

We have also learned that
Ford doesn’t fully share its
financial information before
closing a deal with a prospec-
tive Black franchisee which is
counter to FTC (Federal Trade
Commission) regulation. They
also block new franchisees from
having their attorneys and
accountants review the pur-
chase contracts prior to invest-
ing in the dealership with Ford.

There are many other pecu-
liar happenings that Ford has
laid on Black dealers that
amount to the lack of success.
We are going to add all this up
and come to a final conclusion.
If that conclusion equates to
what we initially perceive – dis-
criminatory practices against
Black entrepreneurs –we will
demand change. Change will
help level the playing field and
increase the chance of success
for upcoming Black dealers. It
will also ensure that the long
legacy of partnership with Ford
and Black America is not
spoiled and lost forever. In
these troubled times Ford had
best “recognize”.

Harry C. Alford is the Co-
Founder, President/CEO of the
National Black Chamber of
Commerce. Website:
www.nationalbcc.org. Email:
president@nationalbcc.org.

Ford’s Biggest Problem – Black Dealerships

Paul
Hailey



Page 4 • February 15 - February 21 • Minority Opportunity News - The Gazette Visit Our Website At www.MONTheGazette.com

Education

THIS AD VALID WED., FEB. 14 THRU TUES., FEB. 20, 2007. Copyright 2007. Kroger Texas L.P.  *Where applicable, additional purchase excludes alcoholic beverages, tobacco products, pharmacy, booth services, fuel or other items excluded by law.

Boneless
Chicken Breast
Kroger Value Brand
Super Value Pak

Pilgrim’s Pride or Tyson, Boneless
Breast or Tenders...$2.29 lb.

$199
Lb.

SAVE WITH CARD

Sirloin Steak
U.S.D.A. Select Boneless Beef

Sirloin Steak
Butcher’s Premium Angus
Boneless Beef...$4.99 lb.

$299
Lb.

SAVE WITH CARD

Russet
Potatoes

King Size,
8 lb bag

$277
SAVE WITH CARD

Ea.

Kroger Bars or
Shredded Cheese

or IWS Cheese,
Selected 16 oz Varieties

2$5
SAVE WITH CARD

For

Texas
Grapefruit

Less than 36¢ lb,
5 lb bag

$177
SAVE WITH CARD

Ea.

Yoplait
Yogurt

4-6 oz Selected Varieties

10$5
SAVE WITH CARD

For

Chef Boyardee
Pasta with Meat

14.75-15 oz or Chef Boyardee
Microwave 7.5 oz, Selected Varieties

10$10For
SAVE WITH CARD

Totino’s Party Pizza
or Pizza Rolls
Selected Varieties 9.8-11.5 oz 

Pizzas or 15 ct Pizza Rolls

10$10For
SAVE WITH CARD

Hormel
Chili

with or Without Beans,
15 oz, Selected Varieties

10$10For
SAVE WITH CARD

Nabisco
Go-Packs

3-4 oz or Barnum’s Animal
Crackers 2.125 oz box

10$10For
SAVE WITH CARD

Austin Or Bust: CCCCD Students
Head South For Community Colleges

Plano Schools To Host Open Houses
In Recognition Of Statewide Event

Collin County Community
College District students will
be a part of 1,500 statewide
converging on the state capi-
tol. On Thursday, Feb. 22,
more than 1,500 community
college students will show
Texas lawmakers the impor-
tance of community colleges in
the state in terms of education
and economic development.
Beginning at 9:30 a.m., lead-
ers of the Texas Junior
College Student
Government Association
(TJCSGA) will be joined
by state officials speaking
from the steps of the
Capitol.

The event marks the
second time that commu-
nity college students have
organized statewide to
visit lawmakers. Wearing
ribbons with a slogan
saying "Community
Colleges are Essential,"
the students will stress
that it is time for the state
legislature to enter into a
new compact with com-
munity colleges. Figures
from the Texas Association of
Community Colleges show
that the 50 community college
districts in Texas provide
accessible, affordable, quality
higher education to more than
70 percent of all first-time col-
lege students. Last year, Texas
community colleges accounted
for $13.47 billion in all annual
earnings-the equivalent of
351,530 jobs. The association
wants to safeguard and sup-
port the educational opportu-
nities that keep Texans and
industries working.

Stephanie Hall, a 25-year-
old sociology major at Collin,
believes the event allows stu-
dents to exercise their right to
hold dialogue with their elect-
ed officials and assemble for a
common cause. “I am very

excited about going to Austin
with my fellow students. I hope
to get a better understanding
about lobbying and the relation-
ship our elected leaders have
with their constituents,” Hall
said. “We, as U.S. citizens, have
a lot of power if we choose to
exercise it. I think a lot of people
don't realize how much poten-
tial power we have collectively
and as individuals if we only get

involved. This class is about
leadership growth, so I think it's
fitting that we learn from our
own leaders. I will most certain-
ly pass on what I learn from this
trip.”

Collin student Chadi El-
Khoury will attend the event.
“As a student representative, it
is crucial that I voice my opinion
on the importance of communi-
ty colleges in today's society. I
want to ensure that my legisla-
tors understand the difference
that institutions such as Collin
County Community College
have made on the 548,000 stu-
dents that are currently enrolled
in community colleges across
our nation,” he said. “I am also
looking forward to observing the
House and Senate in session,
and networking with students

and professors from the numer-
ous Texas community colleges
that are expected to attend.” El-
Khoury, a 19-year-old commu-
nication studies major, added
that staying abreast of current
social and political movements,
and civic engagement, in gener-
al, is important in the collegiate
arena. “It is important for the
younger generation to engage
themselves in what is going on

in their society,” he said.
“This event unites stu-
dents who are passion-
ate about their educa-
tion and makes it possi-
ble for them to meet
others who share similar
interests.” The students
will observe the House
and Senate in session
and visit their individual
representatives and sen-
ators. The students and
their legislative guests
will continue their dis-
cussions at a lunch
hosted by the Texas
Association of
Community Colleges.
In addition to TJCSGA,

participants include students
enrolled in community college
honors programs around the
state, members of the Texas
Community College Teachers
Association and the Texas
Association of Community
Colleges. The students will be
asked to post their observations
and comments about their day
in Austin on their online forum
at www.tjcsga.org. Collin
County Community College
District (Collin) serves more
than 41,000 credit and continu-
ing education students annually
and offers more than 100 degree
and certificate programs. The
only public college in the coun-
ty, Collin is a partner to busi-
ness, government and industry,
providing customized training
and work force development.

Plano ISD's nearly 70 schools
will open their collective doors

February 5, 6 and 8 and March
1 to welcome parents and other
community members to school
open houses in celebration of

Texas Public Schools Week.
"One Texas. One Vision. All

Children." is the
statewide theme for this
celebration," noted Dr.
Doug Otto,
Superintendent of
Schools. "We look for-
ward to sharing Plano
ISD’s vision for provid-
ing an excellent educa-
tion for all students
during this annual
event.”

Plano ISD Open House
Dates

• Monday, February 5_Senior
High Schools (Grades 11-12)

• Tuesday, February 6 -
Middle Schools (Grades 6-8)

• Thursday, February 8 -
Early Childhood Schools,
Even Start Program & Head
Start Program (Prek) and
High Schools (Grades 9-10)

• Friday, February 16 -
Chinese Prek at Harrington
Elementary

• Thursday, March 1 -
Elementary Schools (Grades
K-5)

Open houses are generally
held from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.;
however, each school sets spe-
cific times. Please contact
schools for times.

Students Shadow Plano City Employees
On Thursday, Feb. 15, City of

Plano officials will find them-
selves with new shadows – the
shadows of the Williams High
School Student Leadership
Group. These students will be
following the steps of a desig-
nated City employee as the day-
to-day workings of the City
unfold before their eyes.

This is the seventh year for
the City to host a Shadow Day

Program. It allows students an
up-close look at the world of
work, providing them an oppor-
tunity to ask questions and dis-
cover career opportunities. The
students are first assigned to
research the position they have
an interest and who they would
like to shadow.

City Manager Tom
Muehlenbeck said, “We enjoy
interacting with the students

and hope this experience helps
them to learn more about their
City government and how
much our community needs
their talents and skills.”

Shadow Day is promoted
through the City’s Workplace
Cares program, an ongoing
program that allows City
employees to reach out to the
Plano community through vol-
unteerism.

Free Financial Aid Workshop at Eastfield
College-bound students and

their parents will meet with
financial aid experts to complete
the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) on
Saturday February, 24 from 2 - 4
p.m at Eastfield College in S100.
College Goal Sunday Texas and
its partners will host FREE finan-
cial aid workshops at 36 locations
across the state. Students will not
only leave with a completed
FAFSA, but will also leave with
information about grants, schol-
arships, loans and other ways the
federal and state government can
help pay for college.

The free workshops are part of
College Goal Sunday, a national
program in which Texas began

participating last year. Margaret
Allen-Romero, the coordinator
for the statewide program stated,
"last year College Goal Sunday
Texas assisted 537 students at 29
locations. This year we expect to
serve more than 1,000 students
across the state.

"Each year the federal govern-
ment awards more than $80 bil-
lion in financial aid for higher
education. According to the
Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board, Texans
received $4 billion in aid last
year.With a strong College Goal
Sunday turnout in 2007 we hope
to remove financial need as a bar-
rier to higher education.

Even though the event is

titled College Goal Sunday,
the Texas program will be held
on Saturday to make participa-
tion more convenient for stu-
dents and their parents. As an
added incentive, College Goal
Sunday Texas is offering
$10,000 in scholarships to par-
ticipants. The scholarships can
be used at any accredited col-
lege, university or technical
school in the United States.To
double their odds of winning,
students can pre-register
online at https://financialaid.
tamu.edu/cgs.

For more information contact
Dana Mingo, Eastfield College's
Director of Financial Aid, at
972-860-7332.




