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Ephren W. Taylor II the
youngest African-American
CEO of any publicly traded
company--City Capital
Corporation (CCCN). He
started his first business ven-
ture at age 12, built a multi-
million dollar national com-
pany by age 17, and his com-
panies currently manage over
$150 million in assets. In
April 2007, Taylor presented

Cheyney University with a check for $353,000 to cre-
ate the specialized curriculum for high school and col-
lege-aged aspiring entrepreneurs. Cheyney University
is the nation’s oldest historically Black institution of
higher education, and the only Historically Black
College and University (HBCU) in the Pennsylvania
State System of Higher Education. The Ephren W.
Taylor II Entrepreneurial Academy will provide train-
ing, mentoring and an in-depth overview of entrepre-
neurship. Students will be exposed to the process of
how to start, operate and thrive as business owners.
Students will also gain knowledge of the impact small
businesses have on the global economy. Taylor is also
an author, inspirational speaker and real estate mas-
termind. Taylor’s web site is www.ephren.com.
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The Killings In Darfur Are Unacceptable – Page 3

By: Amber English -
NNPA Special Correspondent
Washington – The war in Iraq and the issue of

immigration took center stage during the second
2008 presidential debate in New Hampshire
Sunday night.

These are issues that African-Americans care
about, political observers say, but, what about
the low quality education in city schools, the vio-
lent crime rates that are up for the second year in
a row, the unemployment rate among African-
Americans that consistently doubles that of
Whites and the mandatory minimum sentences
that keeps Blacks crowding prisons across the
nation?

Though African-Americans are adamantly
against the war and immigration is on America’s
front burner, political observers say Democratic
candidates have yet to tackle the bread and but-
ter domestic issues that disparately relate to
Black people.

TPA Press Release - New
Officers Take The Helm At TPA

Presidential Candidates Still Silent On Most
Issues Pertaining To African-Americans

People In
The News

Thomas A. Hart, Jr.,
recently hired as General
Counsel for Group Goetz
Architects. Prior to join-
ing GGA, Hart was a
partner at Holland &
Knight, LLP where he
practiced telecom, real
estate, and corporate law.
Hart brings to GGA an
extensive knowledge of

the real estate industry, with particular emphasis on
developments. He independently owns and develops
real estate holdings, particularly Hartland Commons,
which is located across the street from the Howard
theatre in the historical Shaw district of the city. Hart
currently serves as president of CLEO Condominium
Association, a complex in the Soldier's Heights area of
Petworth. Hart works with the National Bankers
Association and the Congressional Black Caucus. He
is also an active member of the African-American Real
Estate Professionals organization (AAREP). Recently,
he spearheaded the first "Visions of Washington" event
at GGA that was designed to salute citizens of the
D.C. community who had contributed to its lifestyle,
urban-scape, and infrastructure.

Tom Braxton, a
native of West Texas,
contributes his suc-
cess to his father,
who has a loves jazz.
"I credit my dad with
connecting me to
jazz at an early age. I
have memories of
music flowing
through the air from
my parents' bed-
room. He put the alto sax in my hands in the 6th
grade, after playing piano for two years.” Braxton has
shared the stage with Luther Vandross, Philip Bailey,
Kirk Whalum, Jonathan Butler, Jeff Golub, George
Duke and Paul Brown. Braxton has toured with
Tisdale for over a decade. Braxton has produced four
successful records on his own. In 2004, Braxton and
friend Wayman Tisdale teamed up for a project. After
some creative and fun moments in the studio, Bounce
was given life and a CD was born. In 2007, Braxton
joined forces with the growing Pacific Coast Jazz
record label and is gearing up for a summer tour with
a new release. The title of the CD, Imagine This.

TPA Newswire - Texas
Publishers Association held its
first meeting under the newly
elected 2007 – 2008 slate of
officers, Saturday, May 19,
2007 in Corsicana, Texas.

The 21 year old organization
was founded in 1985 and is
made up of twenty-two black
newspapers around the state of
Texas including Houston, San
Antonio, Lubbock, Dallas,
Longview, Tyler, Rusk,
Corsicana, Farmersville,
Greenville, Mesquite, Plano
and Austin, the capital of the
great state of Texas.

To be classed as a black
newspaper, a newspaper must
be owned and managed by
black people, intended for
black consumers, and deal with
the interests and concerns of
black people. Most important-
ly of all, it should speak for the
poor, women, minorities and
the oppressed as well as,

Thomas L.
Houston

Passed Away
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AP
Washington – Republicans moved

on Tuesday to seek Rep. William J.
Jefferson's expulsion from
Congress, a day after the Louisiana
Democrat was indicted on charges
of taking more than $500,000 in
bribes.

Jefferson, meanwhile, relin-
quished his seat on the House Small
Business Committee before mem-
bers of his own party could vote to
kick him off the panel.

In a two-paragraph letter to Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, Jefferson, 60, said he was taking the step
"in the light of recent developments in a legal
matter." He acknowledged no wrongdoing.

Republicans, citing Pelosi's election-season
promise to run the most ethical House in histo-
ry, sought Jefferson's expulsion from the cham-
ber, possibly before he comes to trial on the
bribery charges.

Republican Minority Leader
John Boehner of Ohio was
pushing for a vote late Tuesday
on a resolution to bar Jefferson
from serving on any House
committee and to direct the
ethics committee to decide by
July 11 whether the allegations

Jefferson’s Expulsion Page 3
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Ronald Jones:The Right
Man At The Right Time

For Garland Mayor
“I want to make Garland

the city of choice for busi-
nesses to locate and succeed,
for people to live and raise a
family, with a government

that is accessible and
open and where educa-
tion and the perform-
ing arts thrive,” Mr.
Jones said going into
the race. “As far as
becoming the first
A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n
mayor, I will also be a
mayor for everyone.”

His priorities in the
race have included
public safety, neighbor-
hood vitality, down-

town development and fund-
ing for the city's cultural arts
programs.

In spite of the potential for
a heated contest, the
Garland’s mayoral campaign
has been a courteous one,
with the candidates regard-
ing each other with respect
and courtesy.

By: Paul Hailey
The time is now.
While those words were not the cam-

paign slogan of Ronald Jones’ campaign for
mayor, they do represent the sentiment of
those who feel the time is
now for a black mayor in
Garland, Texas. The true
test of this sentiment will
come on June 16, when the
town of 200,000 will hold
a runoff election for mayor
between Mr. Jones and his
opponent Lee Alewine to
determine who will suc-
ceed outgoing mayor Bob
Day.

Mr. Jones was the lead-
ing vote getter in the  May
12 general election, but his 2,887 votes (43
percent) fell just short of giving him a clear
majority in the mayor’s race. Mr. Jones has
shaped his campaign around enhancing the
view of Garland by both its citizens and
prospective businesses. Although he has
downplayed the significance of being elect-
ed Garland’s first black mayor, the impact
is obvious in a town with a current city
council that does not include a single
minority member.

empower the people political-
ly, socially, and economically.

The black press remains the
main source of information
for Texas’ growing black pop-
ulation. Black owned newspa-
pers are published weekly, bi-
weekly and monthly.

A recent readership study
showed statewide readership
exceeding 500,000 weekly,
520,000 bi-weekly and
550,000 monthly.

As with the first-founded
black newspaper, Freedom’s
Journal, in 1927 and others of
the early 1900’s, Texas
Publishers Association con-
tinues the legacy of its prede-
cessors. It challenges the
black press of the past by
being better. It uses the latest
technology to disseminate the
news faster and more effi-
ciently. It uses investigative
reporting to tell the facts and

Garland Mayor Page 8

Republicans Move To Seek
Jefferson's Expulsion From House

One Day After His Indictment

Senate narrowly defeats
Cornyn’s effort to bar all
felons, including terrorist
associates, gang members,
sex offenders from legaliza-
tion.

Washington - U.S. Sen. John
Cornyn, the top Republican on
the Judiciary Committee’s
Immigration, Border Security
and Citizenship subcommit-
tee, made the following state-

ment Wednesday regarding
the Senate’s vote to keep in
place loopholes in the pro-
posed immigration bill which
would allow a range of felons
to pursue a path to legaliza-
tion, and ultimately, U.S.
Citizenship. The Senate today
narrowly defeated, by a vote of
51 to 46, an amendment
offered by Senator Cornyn

Senate Missed Page 4

Spreading The
Pain At The Gas Pump

Cornyn: Senate Missed
Opportunity To Bar Felons
From Immigration Benefits

By: James Clingman -
NNPA Columnist
Let me see if I can say this a

little stronger than I did the
last time. Economics is local!
Until we make a point of
doing more than complaining
and calling for symbolic ges-
tures to protest high gasoline
prices – along with conserva-
tion, of course, Exxon/Mobil,
Conoco Phillips, Chevron,
Shell, and British Petroleum
will continue to laugh at us
and do whatever they want
with prices. Just as the crooks
at Enron did in California
when they caused an artificial
hike in energy prices, the
gasoline crooks are doing the
same thing to us now.

Until we get serious in our
outrage and really do some-
thing drastic, like causing a
few gas stations to either close
or lower their prices due to
the excess supplies, they will
have when we refuse to pur-
chase gas from them, we will
continue to get ripped-off. I
know the local stations, for
the most part, do not control
this, but who else do you deal
with when it comes gas
prices?  Like George Bush
and his crew say about the
tens of thousands of innocent

Iraqis killed thus far, “It’s the
casualties of war.”

For the life of me, I do not
understand why we continue
to come up with empty,
meaningless, gestures to let
crooks know we don’t like
their actions. Don’t you
think they already know that?
Gas Out Day, May 15th, on
which I did participate by not
buying gas, was symbolic and
really meant nothing to the
gasoline industry thieves.
Where I live, the price per
gallon on May 14th was
$3.19; on May 15th the price
was $3.29. Gotcha!

The gas crooks just raised
the price in the correct antic-
ipation that many would still
need gas, thus, they made
even more profits on Gas Out
Day than they would have on
any other day. And just think
what they made on May
16th. Knowing that we con-
sumers are so undisciplined
and dare not ever inconven-
ience ourselves by organizing
a real gas out effort, they
played us for the suckers we
are - again. Now they are
paying us back for our temer-
ity of trying to retaliate
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“With the Democrat Party,
when the candidates get to the
issues, they make us a part of the
omnibus,” says Thomas Todd, a
political commentator who is a
former federal prosecutor and
former leader of Operation
PUSH in Chicago. “But being
the most loyal and the largest
voting block in the Democratic
Party, you would think that they
would deal with issues that
specifically address the prob-
lems facing Black people or
African-Americans. It’s not
being done.”

Health care, education, and
other domestic issues were
touched upon briefly, but most-
ly within the last 10 minutes of

Blackonomics

Blackonomics Page 5
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2730 N. Stemmons Frwy, Suite 409 • Dallas, TX 75207

817-277-0196 (Metro)

Open On Weekends

$69* DIVORCE
Family Cases

• Divorce / Annulment

• Child Support / Paternity

• Custody Modification

• Restraining Order

• Protective Order

• Name Change / Adoption

• Domestic Violence

Criminal Defense
• DWI / Suspended License

• WARRANTS Removed ¥

• 24 Hour Jail Release ¥

• Occupational license, felonies

• Protective Order

• Misdeamenor/Felonies ¥

Open On Weekends Easy Payment PlansEasy Payment Plans

214-638-5930
Law Offices Of Vincent NdukweLaw Offices Of Vincent Ndukwe

Around The Town

Ongoing
The Collin County

Chapter of the American
Business Women’s
Association meets the fourth
Tuesday of the month at
Eldorado Country Club, 2604
Country Club Drive in
McKinney

Free Tenant Legal
Workshops are at 6 p.m.
Tuesdays at Douglass
Community Center, 1111 Ave.
H in Plano. Call 972-941-
7174.

Alpha Beta Chapter of
Beta Sigma Phi a social serv-
ice cultural sorority meets the
second Monday of each month
in members home in Frisco,
McKinney, and the Plano area.
Call 972-473-9089.

Assistance League of
Greater Collin County meets
the third Wednesday of each
month. Visit www.assistance-
league-gcc.org.

"EVOLVE," a social net-
working opportunity for
women, meets from 7:30 to 9
p.m. the second and fourth
Wednesdays of the month at
the northwest corner of Park
Boulevard and Coit Road,
Suite 202. Call 972-267-4452.

A free legal clinic is offered
for residents who meet low-
income guidelines, 6:00 p.m.,
second Thursday of each
month, First United Methodist
Church, 601 S. Greenville Ave.
Applicants must be Collin
County residents and income
eligible. Call 1-800-906-3045.

Free HIV Testing offered
by the LaSima Foundation

from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. every
Thursday at two different locations.
For locations and more information,
call 214-928-9303.

The Frisco Housing Authority
is offering tenant-based rental assis-
tance to 22 eligible families and indi-
viduals for rental housing in Frisco.
Call 972-377-3031 for information.

Kumaasi African Ensemble
Dance Classes from 1:00 p.m. to
3:00 p.m. West African dance class-
es held every Saturday at the South
Dallas Cultural Center, 3400 S.
Fitzhugh Ave. For more info call S-
Ankh Rasa at 214-298-5858.

Late Night at the Dallas
Museum of Art. Join us on the
third Friday of each month at 1717
N. Harwood. $10 for adults, $7 for
senior citizens and $5 for students
with current school I.D. 214-922-
1 2 0 0 ,
publicprograms@DallasMuseumof
Art.org.

Dallas Baptist University-
North Leadership
Empowerment Luncheon Series
is from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. the first
Wednesday of the month at Dallas
Baptist University-North, 3211
Internet Blvd., Suite 100, Frisco. For
more info, call 214-333-5777 or e-
mail dbunorth@dbu.edu.

The Yundrae Show the live tele-
vision taping every Thursday. The
doors open at 7pm and the show
starts at 7:45pm. There are door
prizes and giveaways each week.
Tickets are $15 at the door. Check it
out at; www.theyundraeshow.com

June 7
A Lovesong for Miss LydiaThis

hilarious comedy takes a look at an
elderly woman living on her own and
the pitfalls that surround her. Runs

through June 17. Showtimes and
ticket information contact Jubilee
Theatre Box Office, 817/338-4411
Tuesday through Friday between
noon and 6 p.m. or online by visiting
the Jubilee website: www.jubileethe-
atre.org.

June 8
Open Mic Night - Local talent

will display their talent in poetry,
music, and song during this talent
exchange. 7-10 p.m., $12 in advance
$15 at the door. Stephanie Ward
Gallery 920 18th St. Plano, RSVP
469 229-0024

Grab Your Handkerchief and
Umbrella and Come Secondline
with New Birth Brass Band at The
Black Academy of Arts and Letters,
9 p.m. June 8 & 9, Clarence Muse
Cafe Theatre Dallas Convention
Center Theatre Complex, 650 South
Griffin Street, (At the corner of
Canton and Akard Street), Tickets
$15, plus service fee Tickets by
phone with a credit card - call
TBAAL Box Office at (214) 743-
2400.

June 9
Solo Exhibit  - Dan Zino will

exhibit his new series of landscapes
during a one-man show. He will dis-
play his affordable originals. Zino
new series of work features small
colorful abstract multicolored land-
scapes that are perfect for small
places in your home. Come meet
the artist and enjoy a cool glass of
lemon and sweet Nappy Cake. 4-6
p.m. Stephanie Ward Gallery 920
18th St. Plano, RSVP 469 229-0024

June 11
Art Camp first summer camp for

gifted children who are interested in
fine arts. June 11-15, enrolling now
for more info go to website www-

stephaniewardgallery.com Stephanie
Ward Gallery, 920 18th St. Plano
469 229-0024

22nd Annual Summer Youth
Arts Institute, Classes - Monday,
June 12 - Thursday, July 6  10:00
a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Room T-312,T313,
T314 Naomi Bruton Theatre, 650
South Griffin Street, Dallas, (214)
743-2440 Final Performance -
Friday, July 8 at 8:00 p.m. &
Saturday, July 9 at 1:00 p.m. and
4:00 p.m. Naomi Bruton Theatre
Institute Registration Fee - $20
Performance – FREE

June 15
Flamefest Annual Annual

Competitive Soccer
Tournament Al Rushhaupt
Soccer Complex & McKinney
Soccer Complex at Craig Ranch;
June 15-17; For application & rules
go to website: www.blackwatchsoc-
cer.net  or Contact Tournament
Director 972-390-0525  FAX: 214-
544-1123  EMAIL: flamefestsoc-
cer@hotmail.com

7th Annual Sankofa Muse
Café Bash “WINE, WATER-
MELON,THE WORD” Sip wine,
eat watermelon and get ready for
the word when REGENT POETS
mix up music with hip-hop and rap
at this mega-jam night on open
Mic. Presented in partnership with
Regent Management. Friday, 15 &
Saturday, 16 at 9 p.m. The Black
Academy of Arts & Letters,
Clarence Muse Café Theatre,
Dallas Convention Center Theatre
Complex, 650 South Griffin Street,
(At the corner of Canton and Akard
Street), Tickets, $10 call TBAAL
Box Office at (214) 743-2400.

Urban League Pleasant Grove
Juneteenth Celebration  Dallas

County District Attorney Craig
Watkins will open the Urban
League of Greater Dallas
Juneteenth Festival on Friday, June
15 at 10:00 a.m. at the Urban
League Community Service Center
at Pleasant Grove, 10325 Lake June
Road, Suite 118 For more informa-
tion call the Urban League
Community Service Center at
Pleasant Grove at (214) 413-1760.

June 16
Southwest Juneteenth

Celebration Celebrating Texas
Heroes 4pm – 10pm Valley Ridge
Park, Cedar Hill. Texans Bessie
Coleman, Barbara Jordan, and
Scott Joplin, “the King of Ragtime”
will be honored at the event.

7th Annual Love Hangover
Conference Do the Write Thing:
Answering God's Call 9am -2pm
Christian Chapel Temple of Faith
Church 14120 Noel Dallas regis-
tration $25

Plano Christian Chamber of
Commerce Association
Inaguration and Business
Mixer Learn how to increase your
customer base through community
partnerships. Churches and non-
profits come discover millions of
dollars available for your commu-
nity projects. RSVP by June 12,
972-556-0522 Event is FREE to
the public Location Plano
Convention Center 200 E. Spring
Creek Parkway

D.L. Hughley The star of "The
Hughleys," "The Original Kings of
Comedy," "Studio 60 on the
Sunset Strip," "Premium Blend,"
"Comic Relief," "Weekends at the
D.L." and much more makes his
debut Bass Hall appearance!
Saturday, 8:00 PM

Sponsored By:

Proud To Be An Active
Partner In The Community

June 17
Shereese of Shereese

Magazine Hosts Real Men
Cook 2007, Real Men Cook
returns to Dallas, with Dallas'
largest celebration of Men in
the community. Eddie Deen's
Ranch Downtown Dallas,
Sunday 3-6 pm. Sign-up now
to register, sponsor or host;
www.realmencook.com/dallas,
214-376-6530

June 18
Jubilee Theater Music

Series Can't get enough of
the Jubilee musicals? Then you
won't want to miss Jubilee's
first Music Series. Songbooks
of Mahalia Jackson 8p.m.
Tickets $10 (season ticket
holders receive $2 off) Jubilee
Box Office 817-338-4411

June 23
Habitat Home Run 5K,

8:00 am Bob Woodruff Park,
Plano; Visit www.habitat-
scc.org/homerun5k07.htm for
full details and register at
www.getmeregistered.com

Dance With Lahunter In
Flight Dance Theatre
Starring Happy Nia Dance
Theatre

In its third season, this
modern dance company is
bursting at the seam. If you
like ballet, jazz and even a stint
of hip-hop, then you’re sure to
enjoy this very promising
company. 8 p.m. Tickets $10
TBAAL, Dallas Convention
Center Theatre Complex
Naomi Bruton Main Stage,
650 South Griffin Street,
Dallas, Box office 214) 743-
2440).

“Respect for People
Integrity to Lead”

Ronald Jones for Mayor

Run-Off Election June 16th
Early Vote: June 4-12

Contact: (972) 840-0498 or
ronaldjonesformayor@yahoo.com

Pol.Ad.Paid by Ronald Jones for Mayor
Campaign, Pam Johnson-Treasurer
P.O. Box 460067, Garland TX 75046

DCHHS Hosts Ghana Health Minister
DCHHS Nursing Coordinator;
Dr. E. T. Adjase, Director,
Kintampo Rural Health
Training School, Kintampo,
Ghana; Esteria Miller, Senior
Business Analyst, UT
Southwestern Medical Center
at   Dallas; Zachary Thompson,
DCHHS   Director; Honorable
Dr. Gladys Norley  Ashitey,
Deputy Minister of Health,
Republic of Ghana; Larry Laisa,
Principal, LSG Financial,
Dallas; Ms. Sarah Ashitey,

Medical  Student, UT
Southwestern; and Anthony
Kokutse, Nurse, Lake Pointe
Medical Center. Dr. Ashitey
toured the DCHHS TB
Elimination program,
Immunization  Clinic, and
Bioterrorism laboratory. The
visit was coordinated by local
community leader Roslyn Fitch,
Manager of UT  Southwestern
Medical Center at Dallas.
DCHHS Hosts Ghana Health
Minister.

DCHHS recently played
host to  health officials from

The Best Grandmother
My name is Tatiyana Smith,

I'm 13-years-old. This is why I
love my grandmother, Dorothy
Smith, so much. I have

watched her down thru the
years. One time there was 12
people in our home and she took
in a homeless person that had no
family here. After that he got on
his feet (moved out), and not
long after that 2 more people
needed a home and they moved
in (not at the same time) until
things got better. How many
people will help you like that?

Another thing from 1984-
1991 before I was born, my
mother said "she fed people
every Sunday after church these
were people at First Baptist
Church of Hamilton Park.These
were members that didn't have
family close by. I really wish all
children could have a grand-
mother like mine. She denies

herself for others. She loves the
Lord because if she didn't there's
no way she would have taken
chances with all of these people.
I love to hear her sing those old
hymns and she is the best cook
around here. She is teaching me
how to buy groceries with little
money however buying a lot.
How not to spend money buying
things you really don't need only
the things that are important.

My grandmother has been
through 14 operations, and the
last one was breast cancer in
2001 and she is back teaching in
Plano ISD. I love it when I hear
my friends talk about "Your
grandmother is really cool". She
tells stories about life that other
teachers don't talk about. How

to love one another, being kind,
and sweet to your parents. She is
awesome. Her 6 grandchildren
love her.

Tatiyana Smith

Dorothy Smith

Dallas - Houston retired in
1995 after leading the Dallas
Black Chamber of
Commerce to national
prominence over his 13-year
tenure as executive director
of the organization. His con-
summate skills at negotiation
– honed during a banking
career at several of the
nation’s largest financial
institutions – helped trans-
form a moribund business
association into a force in the
worlds of local, regional and

national business.
“Without question, Tom was

a legend,” said current DBCC
President Reginald Gates. “He
was my mentor in the chamber
business, and he was without
peer in understanding the role
of the chamber in improving
opportunities for Black owned
businesses. I can truthfully say
there was no one else like
Thomas Houston, and busi-
ness owners across this country
owe him a debt of gratitude,

even if they didn’t know him,”
said Gates. “We are all stunned
and have suffered a deep pro-
fessional and personal loss.

Houston played an active
role in the creation of the Texas
Association of African
American Chambers of
Commerce, helped build the
National Black Chamber of
Commerce and led the
National Association of African
American Chambers of

Thomas L. Houston Page 3

the West African  nation of
Ghana. Dr. Karine Lancaster,

Heaven 97 Mother’s Day Give
Away Contest Winner Tatiyana Smith

Longtime Dallas Business Leader Thomas L.
Houston Passed Away Tuesday, June 6, 2007
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Op-Ed

By: James W. Breedlove
The World Health

Organization (WHO), in its 2006
annual report, ranks the perform-
ance of the United States’ health
care system 37th in the world--
just barely above Slovenia and
Cuba.

The United States has fewer
physicians, nurses and hospital
beds than most developed
nations. With regard to the conti-
nuity of care factor (five-plus
years with the same doctor) that is
so essential in developing a secure
doctor/patient relationship, the
United States is the worst.
Considering the entire list of
WHO medical outcome factors,
one can only conclude that the
United States has a second-rate
health care system despite being
the world’s richest nation.

America spends almost $2 tril-
lion a year on health care or about
$6,700 per person. Despite this
huge investment that is more than
twice as much per capita as most
of the leading industrialized
nations, America’s health care
system is so disparate that many
participants receive health servic-
es equivalent to that provided by a
third world nation.

America’s health care system is
a hodge podge of public and pri-
vate insurance programs that
dates back to the late 1920s. It
has survived for as long as it has
because, by the late twentieth
century, it had financed a massive
industry focused on delivering the
most sophisticated and techno-
logically advanced medical care
without practical cost controls.
These arrangements have never
met everybody's needs. The poor,
the uninsured, and the underin-
sured have frequently struggled to
find medical care either through
ER doctors or through safety-net
hospitals.

Overcrowding in ERs, accord-
ing to most experts, is actually a
symptom of other systemic prob-
lems that plague the medical care
system. For example, consolida-
tion or elimination of less prof-
itable hospital services such as
psychiatric wards and the swelling
ranks of uninsured people whose

untreated chronic conditions are
more likely to become serious
future medical crises are becoming
the norm. These trends may seem
unrelated but they are all conse-
quences of the way Americans pay
for their medical care -- and of how
that system is falling apart.

The arrangements for financing
medical care, from the private
insurance workers get on the job to
the public insurance programs that
provide for retirees are all faltering
because they can neither control
nor keep up with the rising cost of
medical care. Reform rhetoric pro-
vides no safety valve as more
Americans fall through the health-
care cracks.

By the 1990s, health care spend-
ing had reached the crisis level.
Things were so bad that when the
Clintons came into office they
launched their comprehensive plan
for health care reform.They initial-
ly found an enthusiastic ally in
what would appear to be their nat-
ural enemy – the profit motivated
insurance industry.

Under Clinton's proposal, the
government would have made cer-
tain everybody had insurance cov-
erage. The insurance industry sup-
ported the Clintons because their
reforms promised them a vast new
market – the millions of uninsured
Americans whose premiums
would be paid or subsidized by the
government.

The Clintons, in turn, needed
the support of the insurance indus-
try in order to have any chance of
passing their comprehensive
reform plan. The anticipated result
would have done for Americans
what governments such as France,
Canada, Sweden, and Japan have
long done for their citizens.

These two powerful forces
came together with great expecta-
tions but with two entirely differ-
ent agendas. The inherent contra-
diction in these two opposing
agendas--the Clinton’s regulatory
reform and the insurance indus-
try’s maximizing profits—predict-
ed that this unholy alliance would
not hold together.

It fell apart when the insurance
industry began to understand that
the Clinton reform regulations

would plug many of the profit
producing loopholes traditionally
enjoyed by that industry. They
suddenly turned on the Clintons--
spent millions introducing the
nation to Harry and Louise in a
series of extremely effective oppo-
sition television ads--and health
care reform went into hibernation
for over a decade.

A recent Kaiser Family
Foundation survey showed that
health care ranks second only to
the Iraq war in the minds of voters
as the most important problem for
government to address. As such
all the top tier 2008 presidential
candidates have made this an
increasingly important topic in
their campaign speeches.

Democratic presidential candi-
date Sen. Barack Obama pledged
that he would provide access to
health insurance for all Americans
by lowering costs, improving tech-
nology and rolling back appropri-
ate tax cuts. Clinton and Edwards
have made similar health care
overtures. These proposals focus
on cost controls while a primary
problem with America’s health
system is being overlooked--the
destruction of the medically prior-
itized doctor/patient relationship.

If the campaign promises for
health care reform proposed by
current high profile congressional
office holders are so important to
the well being of the American
public why do they have to wait
until after the presidential elec-
tions to initiate the legislation?
Couldn’t one or more of these
premier politicians introduce a
reform bill now?   Or is this just
campaign rhetoric to placate the
public appetite until sometime
after 2009?

As Obama has stated and the
other presidential candidates have
implied in their healthcare plat-
forms, “The time has come for
universal, affordable health care in
America.”

The 45 million Americans
including some 9 million children
without health insurance demand
no less.

Comments or opinions may be
sent to the writer at: www.truth
clinic.com.

in the indictment merit his
expulsion, according to a partial
draft of the document obtained
by The Associated Press.

Specifics were uncertain
because the resolution was still
being written.

It's unusual for the House in a
resolution to specifically instruct
the ethics committee to report
whether a member's expulsion is
warranted. Usually such resolu-
tions leave it to the committee to
recommend appropriate sanc-
tions after its investigation.

The unusual directive pro-
duced a rare retort from the
chairwoman of the House ethics
committee.

"It is inappropriate for any
other member to impose on
these proceedings," Rep.
Stephanie Tubbs Jones, D-Ohio,
chairwoman of the Standards of
Official Conduct committee, said
in a statement that did not men-
tion Boehner by name. "I refuse
to allow these proceedings to be
politicized by House Republican
leadership." 

An ethics committee probe
seemed certain. Pelosi, D-Calif.,

later Tuesday was expected to
name 10 House Democrats to a
pool from which the House
ethics committee can pick if it
decides to appoint a special sub-
committee to investigate the
charges against Jefferson.

A grand jury in Alexandria,
Va., indicted Jefferson on
Monday on 16 counts connected
to a bribery investigation that
could send him to prison for the
rest of his life. The charges
include racketeering, soliciting
bribes, wire fraud, money laun-
dering, obstruction of justice and
conspiracy. He faces a possible
maximum sentence of 235 years.

The indictment said Jefferson
received more than $500,000 in
bribes and sought millions more
in separate schemes to enrich
himself by using his office to bro-
ker business deals in Africa. The
charges came almost two years
after investigators raided
Jefferson's home in Washington
and found $90,000 in cash
stuffed in his freezer.

Jefferson's lawyer has declared
his client innocent.

In his letter Tuesday to Pelosi,
Jefferson said his resignation

from the Small Business
Committee, was in the spirit of
her leadership on ethics issues.

"In doing so, I, of course,
express no admission of guilt
or culpability in that or any
other matter that may be
pending in any court or before
the House of Representatives,"
Jefferson added. "I have sup-
ported every ethics and lobby-
ing reform measure that you
and our Democratic Majority
have authored." 

After the FBI had found
$90,000 in cash in Jefferson's
freezer and alleged that stash
was bribe money nearly two
years ago, Pelosi succeeded in
stripping Jefferson of his seat
on the Ways and Means
Committee -- over Jefferson's
objection.

The congressman, who rep-
resents part of hurricane-rav-
aged New Orleans, was then
re-elected in November to a
ninth term in the House.
Opening the 110th Congress
as House Speaker this year,
Pelosi granted him the seat on
the Small Business
Committee.

By: U.S. Rep. Sheila  Jackson-Lee
(D-Texas) - NNPA Guest Columnist

At this moment, we stand in
serious risk of allowing the
ongoing slaughter in Darfur to
become one of the Blackest
marks on humankind’s history.
This is absolutely unacceptable.
Here in Congress, we have been
outspoken in expressing a bipar-
tisan consensus of disgust at the
atrocious human rights abuses
committed in the western region
of Sudan. We have been leaders
in speaking out about the geno-
cide in Darfur.

We have done a great deal.
We just haven’t done enough.

It is not enough to commemo-
rate the liberation of Auschwitz
with speeches and candles, or to
memorialize the 10th anniver-
sary of the Rwandan genocide
with pledges of “never again,”
even as over 400,000 men,
women, and children are being
slaughtered in Darfur. We have
done a great deal, in declaring
these killings genocide and
sending much needed funds to
African Union peacekeepers.
But it will never be enough until
the killing has stopped, the
region has been made safe, and
sufficient humanitarian aid is
delivered.

The immense suffering in
Darfur remains the most press-
ing humanitarian disaster we
face today. Current estimates
put the death toll at 450,000
people, with an additional two
million driven from their homes
and livelihoods into wandering
uncertainty or refugee camps.
More than 3.5 million people
within Darfur are currently

entirely reliant on the interna-
tional community for the crucial
aid that might enable them to
survive.

Some valuable foundations
have been laid. While last year’s
Darfur Peace Agreement ulti-
mately failed to either curb the
violence or establish the much-
needed humanitarian corridors,
United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1706 is
cause for more hope. The
22,500-strong UN peacekeep-
ing mission authorized by this
resolution is absolutely neces-
sary to boost the brave but
struggling African Union forces
already in the region. These UN
soldiers must be deployed
immediately in Sudan, and
given unimpeded access to the
Darfur region. We must contin-
ue to press this issue until UN
boots are actually on the ground
in Darfur.

Additionally, we must step up
pressure on China. As the prin-
ciple export destination of
Sudanese oil, China is complicit
in the genocide perpetrated by
the Sudanese government.
However, the immense econom-
ic and diplomatic weight wield-
ed by the Chinese government
could be used to great effect in
ending the killing in Darfur if
applied to that end. It remains
my hope that China may be per-
suaded to provide the type of
constructive leadership in
Sudan befitting a great power.

As a member of Congress, I
take pride in being extremely
active on the issue of Darfur. I
have traveled to Sudan and the
refugee camps across the border

in Chad as a member of multi-
ple congressional delegations;
I have seen the immense suf-
fering and ongoing humanitar-
ian need first hand. I have
spoken with those who have
lost homes, loved ones, and
livelihoods as well as to those
African Union soldiers bravely
struggling to protect them with
a complete dearth of
resources. And I continue to
maintain hope that we can
help those remaining in
Darfur. But only if we act
immediately.

In a political era character-
ized by bitter polarization, a
deep and broad-based consen-
sus exists between Republicans
and Democrats, Congress and
the White House, that the
killings in Darfur are unac-
ceptable. We are currently
faced with a number of impor-
tant and pressing issues vying
for our attention. Darfur must
be made a priority, and it must
remain so until the genocide
has ended.

The time for admirable
speeches and impassioned
rhetoric - valuable though
these are - has passed. The
people of Darfur need defini-
tive action and decisive leader-
ship, and they need it now. We
cannot continue to stand by as
Darfur burns. Now is the
moment to seize upon biparti-
san common ground, and to
work together to respond
actively, to fulfill our humani-
tarian promises, and to finally
help bring an end to this
shameful chapter in human
history.

THE TRUTH CLINIC
Is America Ready For Universal Health Care?

The Killings In Darfur Are Unacceptable

Washington, DC – Today,
Congresswoman Carolyn
Cheeks Kilpatrick 

(D-MI), Chairwoman of the
Congressional Black Caucus
(CBC) released the following
statement on the indictment of

Congressman William Jefferson.
“While the charges against

Congressman William Jefferson
are gravely serious and warrant
thorough deliberation, the law
of the land entitles every citizen
to presumed innocence until the

court of law deems otherwise.
Therefore, we trust the merits
of the case against
Congressman Jefferson will be
examined in a court of law
instead of the chambers of
public opinion.”

Congressional Black Caucus Statement 
On Indictment Of Rep. William Jefferson

TPA Press Release Page 1

shed light on issues of political
interest to the black community.

The May meeting was held at
the Bethlehem Baptist church
with The Corsicana Examiner
publisher, Rev. Dairy Johnson
hosting the meeting. The pub-
lishers enjoyed a barbeque
luncheon and listened to special
guest speaker, Ester Davis, host
of the Ester Davis Television
Show. Ms. Davis’ show is an
ION Media Network Television

Production which airs North
Texas: Saturdays & Tuesdays-
Channel 68 and 42-KPXD-
TV@5:30 AM. Houston &
Metroplex - Channel 49 -
KPXB-TV@5:00 AM

San Antonio & Metroplex -
Channel 26 - KPXL-TV @5:00
AM.

Willie Hobdy, 2006-2007
president presided over the
meeting until new officers were
sworn in. Those sworn into
office were Hattie Kelly, pub-

lisher  Power Pages, President;
Mollie Belt, publisher Dallas
Examiner, Vice President;
Maxine Session, publisher
Texas Informer, treasurer;
Dairy Johnson, secretary and
Tommy Wyatt, publisher The
Villager, Parliamentarian.

The next meeting will be
held July 21, in Austin Texas.

Mr. Hobdy is the publisher
of Kuumber Heritage,
Metroplex South Star and The
Garland News Journal.

Jefferson’s Expulsion Page 1

Thomas L. Houston Page 2

Commerce for several years
after his retirement. In 1993,
he was appointed to the
Federal Reserve Board of
Governors Consumer Advisory
Council. Houston was an
active member of the Prairie
View A&M University Alumni
Association.

Houston is survived by his
wife, Dorothy McDowell
Houston, their three children:
Thomas, Jr. and wife Carole,
Natalie and husband Dr. Irby
B. Hunter, Jr. and Matthew as
well as grandchildren, Kenedi,
Triniti and Irby, III all of
Dallas, Texas. He is also sur-
vived by a beloved aunt, Ms.

Mignon Ricks of Taylor,
Texas and a host of relatives
and friends.

Funeral arrangements are
pending. In lieu of flowers,
contributions can be made to
the Thomas L. Houston, Sr.
Scholarship Fund at the
Dallas Black Chamber of
Commerce.
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Education

DCCCD Helps Parents With Kids North Texas Graduates
Receive National Scholarship

Striving For Academic
Excellence Earns

Spot On Dean’s List

Dallas County
Community College District
can provide parents with
solutions for how to keep
their children occupied this
summer

Parents who need a little
help with summertime fun
for their children can find
solutions at several campus-
es in the Dallas County
Community College
District. From music to
mathematics, art to drama,
computers to cooking - and
more - check out offerings:

Brookhaven College
The Arts Academy at

Brookhaven College has new
“Piano Fun!” courses for
tykes ages 4 and 5, plus 6 and
7, starting in early June, as
well as level-two courses for
youngsters who are continu-
ing in “Piano Fun!” This new
course is designed specifically
for a child and an adult to
attend class together in BHC’s
state-of-the-art keyboard lab.
Space is limited to six stu-
dents. The cost is $120 for
eight half-hour classes. To
register, call (972) 860-4274
or send an email to
bhcArtsAcademy@dcccd.edu.

Eastfield College
Eastfield College summer

classes and camps will edu-
cate and entertain youngsters
from age six months (swim-
ming only!) and up. Courses

include: a one-week piano
camp for all levels (June 18-
23); and multiple-week classes
on computer design and key-
boarding, dancing (belly, ball-
room, Bavarian, salsa, coun-
try), government, mathemat-
ics, photo silkscreening, career
exploration, college success
and ACT/SAT/THEA/TAKS
test preparation, novel writing
and storytelling, swimming,
Spanish, tennis, tumbling,
reading improvement, volley-
ball, violin, piano, guitar, voice
and percussion. Start times
and dates vary; costs range
from $10 to $250, depending
on the course. Contact (972)
860-7113 or send an e-mail to
MAFitzsimmons@dcccd.edu.

Cedar Valley College
Cedar Valley College is offer-

ing kids several great reasons
to get off the couch this sum-
mer and get into the classroom
- whether it’s a stage, a kitchen
or a computer lab!  A full
schedule of innovative classes
will focus young minds on
learning and having fun at the
same time. Courses, which are
scheduled in July, include:
“Computer Gaming Graphics”
for fifth- through eighth-grade
students; “Young

Chefs: Cooking and
Nutrition” for third- through
eighth-grade students;
“Science/Biology” for fifth-
through eighth-grade students;

“Drama Camp” for third-
through eighth-grade partici-
pants; and “Write It and Read
It!” for children in grades three
through eight. Each course is
$125. Contact (972) 860-
8210.

Mountain View College
Mountain View College can

help students get on track and
stay on track for the regular
school year with summer class-
es in mathematics, reading and
writing/spelling. Courses are
$38 and are offered from mid-
to-late June and from late July
through early August at vari-
ous times during the day,
Monday through Thursday.
Contact (214) 860-8612.

El Centro College (ECC)
With Title V grant funding,

ECC offers “Summer Bridge”
programs specifically for high
school students who are eligi-
ble to enroll. These programs
include ExxonMobil Academy,
eXtreme Techno Camp,
TexPREP - The Texas
Prefreshman Engineering
Program, Health Career
Pathways, Sight and Sound
Program and Teacher
Education Pathway.

For more information about
ECC’s targeted summer high
school programs using Title V
funding, contact Debbie
Brown at (214) 860-2731 or
Shaun Williams-Wyche at
(214) 860-2027.

Twenty Metroplex Students
Receive College Funds

DALLAS, TX - Twenty high
school seniors from North Texas
have been named African
American Future Achievers
through the 2007 Ronald
McDonald House Charities
(RMHC) National Scholarship
Program.

The scholarship recipients were
selected based on their academic
achievement, community involve-
ment, financial need and leader-
ship potential.

“We are excited and honored to
have such an elite class of students
for this year’s scholarship pro-
gram,” said Anthony Grissett,
RMHC of Greater North Texas
Board Member and McDonald’s
Owner/Operator. “The scholar-
ship program offers us an oppor-
tunity to recognize outstanding
students locally who are commit-
ted to making positive contribu-
tions in their community. The
scholarships complement our
ongoing commitment to support-
ing local youth and organizations
promoting the well-being of
youth.”

This year, RMHC of Greater
North Texas distributed $90,000
in scholarships to area high school
students through three scholar-
ship programs. The local scholar-
ship programs are supported by
local McDonald’s franchisees.

Since its inception in 1988,
RMHC of
Greater North
Texas has
awarded more
than $4 mil-
lion in grants
and scholar-
ships to
organizations
and students
in the
Dal las /For t

Worth Metroplex.

Missouri State University
Spring 2007 Dean’s List

Each semester, students at
Missouri State University
who attain excellence are
named to the deanís list. For
undergraduate students, cri-
teria include enrollment in at

least 12 credit hours during
the fall semester and at least a
3.50 grade point average (on a
4.00 scale). Of the 13, 592
degree-seeking undergardate
students enrolled during the
spring 2007 semester, 3,628
earned a spot on the list.

Students from the North
Texas area are Benjamin P.
Metzer, Allen; Lindsey Young,
Denton; Matthew T. Saitz,
Frisco; Joshua B. Williams,
Pilot Point; Anthony B.
Costales and Kelli E.
Maddock, Plano.

2007 RMHC / African American Future
Achievers Scholarship Recipients

Lauren Ausama - Plano East Senior High (Plano)
Monique Baker - Eastern Hills High School (Fort Worth)
Beatrice Barron - Lincoln (Dallas)
Lurit Bepo - Texas Academy of Math & Science (Denton)
Natasha Bostic - Skyline Center (Dallas)
Joi Crawford - Lincoln High School (Dallas)
Trei Chae Hays - Cedar Hill High School (Cedar Hill)
Micki Jackson - Dunbar High School (Fort Worth)
Vanessa Kwarteng - Naaman Forest High School (Garland)
Alyce Logan - Booker T. Washington High School (Dallas)
Brittany McCoy - South Oak Cliff High School (Dallas)
Erica Muhammad - Red Oak High School (Red Oak)
Walter Murrell - Justin F. Kimball High School (Dallas)
Ijeamaka Okechukwu - Richardson High School (Richardson)
Chukwudi Okeke - The Academy of Irving (Irving)
Judy Oyedele - Grand Prairie High School (Grand Prairie)
Bennett Parsons - Juan Seguin High School (Arlington)
Sharonda Ransom - South Oak Cliff High School (Dallas)
Sydnea Redwine - Bishop Dunne Catholic School (Dallas)
Darius White - St. Mark’s School of Texas (Dallas)

Senate Missed Page 1

which would have permanently
barred all convicted felons –
including terrorist associates,
gang members, sex offenders,
violent criminals and identity
thieves – from receiving any
immigration benefits.

“Today’s vote was a missed
opportunity to close serious
loopholes in this legislation.
Senators could have demon-
strated they want to restore
respect for our laws. They failed
to do so.

“If we are serious about

restoring the rule of law, then
how in good conscience can we
reward those who have repeat-
edly committed felonies, such as
identity theft, with a path to
American citizenship?  In our
post 9/11 world, how can we in
good conscience retain a loop-
hole that would allow members
of terrorist organizations and
gang members to stay here
legally and possibly become
U.S. citizens?   My amendment
made clear that those loopholes
would be closed and that would
be impossible. I can’t imagine

the American people support
providing these benefits to
people who so clearly have
shown themselves unworthy of
receiving them.

“This vote was disappoint-
ing but it does not weaken my
resolve to continue working to
improve this bill in the days
ahead. There are still a range
of areas that need to be
reformed and strengthened in
this legislation. I hope my
Democrat colleagues will
allow the Senate to have a full
and fair debate.”



F I N A N C I A L S E R V I C E S

B E A U T Y S A L O N ’ S

C A T E R I N G

I N S U R A N C E

B U R I A L P L O T S

A T T O R N E Y

One, two or three lots for sale at Restland
in North Dallas; located in the beautiful
and peaceful Serenity Gardens Section
(Southeast corner of Greenville Avenue &
Restland Road.) Market value $3450 each,
but selling price negotiable.View plots by
appointment only. Call 972-606-3878,
972-416-6109, or 469-235-5808.

PRIME BURIAL LOTS FOR SALE

M O R T G A G E

O I L &  G A S

FAIR PRICE OFFER
For Oil and/or Gas Buying

Small “NET” Revenue Interest
Fax Information To: 972-881-1646

Call Voice Mail: 972-606-3891 (Leave Message)
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TRISHA'S
HAIR

STUDIO
Located in Plano

at Plaza Park Salons
4909 W. Park Blvd. Suite #50

(NE Corner of Park & Preston)

469-326-1850 or 972-768-4156

Private, Professional Salon Setting
Relaxers • Trendy Cuts • Styles
Highlights • Hair Extensions

Business Directory To Advertise Call 972-606-7498

JOHN BIGGINS*
BIGGINS LAW FIRM

1720 S. EDMONDS LANE, SUITE 20, BOX 4
LEWISVILLE, TX 75067
972-353-2626 [PHONE]

WWW.BIGGINSLAWFIRM.COM

Divorce, Custody, & Child Support Matters
Criminal Defense, Wills & Estate Planning

*SMU and Howard Law Graduate

CATERING BY AHMAD
Certified By The State Of Texas

2606 Hazelwood Place • Garland,Texas 75044
Phone: 972-530-1735

Cell: 214-460-4271
Ahmad Abdalla

Financial Focus - Financial Tips For Newlyweds

Collin County Black C Of C
And Collin County

Hispanic C Of C To Sign
Partnership Agreement

It’s June — a popular month
for weddings. If you’re getting
married this month, you have a
lot to think about: a rehearsal,
a ceremony, a reception and
possibly a honeymoon. But
most important of all, you’ve
got the anticipation of starting
a new life together. To help
make that life a happy one, you
and your new spouse will need
to communicate with each
other on all types of issues —

In an effort to "stimulate unity
in the communities we serve",
the CCBCC has develop a
working relationship with the
Collin County Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce that
will begin with the signing of the
partnership agreement on June
14th at the Chambers' joint
monthly luncheon.

The agreement will entail a
number of advantages to mem-
bers of both chambers that
include:

• Provide Chamber members
the ability to attend events at
membership cost ie. Business
A f t e r - H o u r s ,
Education/Training Seminars 

• Collaborate on legislative
issues 

• Trade-out tables or registra-

tions as mutually agreed upon to
sponsored events 

The agreement recognizes the
common interest of both organi-
zations to cooperatively pursue
activities that enhance the busi-
ness opportunities, professional
development and career advance-
ment of minority business owners
and entrepreneurs in Collin
County.

The luncheon will also consist
of a presentation about "E-Mail
Marketing 101" presented by Julie
Niehoff, Regional Development
Director of Constant Contact.

In order to RSVP
please e-mail either: ccbcc
secretary@yahoo.com or
info@cchchamber.org 

Come join us for this festive,
informative and historic event!!

and one of the most important
of those issues is your joint
financial situation.

So once the wedding festivi-
ties are behind you, take some
steps that relate to your future
financial well-being. Here are a
few suggestions:

• Establish financial goals.You
and your spouse can become
disciplined money managers if
you’re both working toward
some joint long-term financial
objectives, such as a new home.
If you eventually have children,
your goals may expand to
include college. And throughout
your working life, you’ll want to

put money away for retirement.
No matter what your goals,
you’ll have a better chance of
achieving them if you set out a
strategy — and stick to it.

• Don’t put off investing. How
much money you have available
to invest depends on your
income and expenses. When
you’re just married and estab-
lishing a household, you may not
believe you have a lot of cash to
spare, but make it a priority to
put away something each
month, even if it’s only a small
amount. If you can get into the
investment “habit” right away, it
will serve you well throughout

your married life.
• Take advantage of retirement

plans. If you and your spouse are
both working, you may each
have access to a 401(k) or other
employer-sponsored retirement
plan. Contribute as much as you
can afford to each plan — at
least enough to earn the employ-
er’s match, if one is offered.
Also, look closely at how you are
each allocating your dollars
within your respective plans.Try
to avoid duplicating each other’s
investment choices. By spread-
ing your money around a range
of investments, the two of you
can potentially reduce the

effects of market volatility and
give yourselves more chances for
success. A financial advisor can
help you identify the investment
choices that are appropriate for
your risk tolerance, goals and
time horizon.

• Get control of your debts.
Your debts, and those of your
new spouse, are now of concern
to both of you.While some debts
— such as a mortgage — may be
inevitable, it’s generally a good
idea to keep your debt load as
low as possible. That’s because
the more money you spend on
debts, the less you’ll have avail-
able to invest for your future. By

going over your student loans,
car loans, credit cards, etc., you
may be able to develop a strat-
egy to reduce your overall debt
load.

By following these sugges-
tions, you can start married life
off on the right foot, at least in
regard to your financial situa-
tion. As for who gets to write
the thank-you notes for the
wedding presents — well, that’s
another matter.

[Article contributed by
Marcia Donaldson, a licensed
Financial Advisor with Edward
Jones. You can contact her at
(972) 542-1530.]

Marcia
Donaldson

Blackonomics Page 1

against them by raising prices
even higher to $3.49 - $4.00+
per gallon.

I can see them now, like that
TV commercial with the fat-cat
bankers eating shrimp and
playing golf while they chide a
small business owner who
wants a loan, “Well show those
stupid consumers who’s the
boss. And our excuse, this
time, despite oil prices being
low, will be the refineries need
repairs.” After all, they suf-
fered damage during Katrina.
“But that was two years ago,”
said the stupid consumers.
“Don’t bother us with minor
details,” they responded, as
they continued to count their
$72 billion in profits.

We love Martin Luther King
so much. Every year we repeat
his “I Have a Dream” speech
and his “I’ve Been to the
Mountaintop” speech. Since
we love him so much and
believe in what he said, let me
see if I can get us to DO some-

thing he said. Read the follow-
ing excerpt of his
“Mountaintop” speech on the
evening before he was killed.

“Now the other thing we'll
have to do is this: Always
anchor our external direct
action with the power of eco-
nomic withdrawal. Now, we are
poor people, individually, we
are poor when you compare us
with White society in America.
We are poor. Never stop and
forget that collectively, that
means all of us together, collec-
tively we are richer than all the
nations in the world, with the
exception of nine. Did you ever
think about that? … That's
power right there, if we know
how to pool it.

We don't have to argue with
anybody. We don't have to
curse and go around acting
bad with our words. We don't
need any bricks and bottles, we
don't need any Molotov cock-
tails, we just need to go around
to these stores, and to these
massive industries in our coun-

try, and say, ‘God sent us by
here, to say to you that you're
not treating his children right.
And we've come by here to ask
you to make the first item on
your agenda fair treatment,
where God's children are con-
cerned. Now, if you are not
prepared to do that, we do have
an agenda that we must follow.
And our agenda calls for with-
drawing economic support
from you.’

And so, as a result of this, we
are asking you tonight, to go
out and tell your neighbors not
to buy Coca-Cola in Memphis.
Go by and tell them not to buy
Sealtest milk. Tell them not to
buy—what is the other
bread?—Wonder Bread. And
what is the other bread compa-
ny, Jesse? Tell them not to buy
Hart's bread. As Jesse Jackson
has said, up to now, only the
garbage men have been feeling
pain; now we must kind of
redistribute the pain. We are
choosing these companies
because they haven't been fair

in their hiring policies; and
we are choosing them
because they can begin the
process of saying, they are
going to support the needs
and the rights of these men
who are on strike. And then
they can move on downtown
and tell Mayor Loeb to do
what is right.”

Can’t you see what King
was doing?  Can’t you see
how his words are instruc-
tions for us today?  Can’t you
see that we must use the
power of withdrawing our
dollars, not for just a day, but
for the long haul. Spread that
pain, not only within the local
industry but in entertain-
ment, restaurants, recreation,
and the like. As many people
as possible should feel the
bite of gas price-gouging.

Organize an effort and
refuse to purchase gas at just
a few local stations, especially
those that are corporate-
owned, and watch what hap-
pens.

To prepare an effective
response to  the anticipated
public health concerns  that
arise during the hot months
ahead, Dallas County Health
and Human Services
(DCHHS) hosted its Annual
Heat Wave Meeting. The
Heat  Wave meeting brought
together community part-
ners to develop a coordinat-
ed response to heat-related
crisis. The group addressed
ways in which  each partner
can meet the needs of the
elderly and persons with
medical conditions to ensure
their safety. DCHHS  has
already received  major com-
mitments  that will help pro-
tect  the health and safety of
Dallas County residents.
TXU has committed to pro-
vide  $150,000 for cooling
centers in the event of  a heat
emergency, and  the City of
Dallas has  identified cooling
centers where residents  can
go during an  emergency.
DCHHS operates the
Comprehensive Energy
Assistance Program
(CEAP). The program pro-
vides lowincome families in
our community  with the
basic necessities, such as
electricity, gas, and the heat-
ing and cooling of their
homes. Persons without a
working air conditioner unit

in their  home can contact the
Comprehensive  Energy
Assistance Program (CEAP)
at  214-819-1848, for assis-
tance in English or 214-819-
1938, for assistance  in
Spanish. Dallas County also
offersthe Weatherization
Assistance Program  that can
help decrease the cost of heat-
ing and cooling bills by pro-
viding energy efficiency
improvements to lowincome
and elderly individuals. For
more information on the pro-
gram, call  214-819-1909.
Inside This Issue    DCHHS
Reminds Public to  Catch  and
Release When Fishing in
Prohibited Areas    National
Immunization Week    2        2
DCHHS Offers Free Testing
for  National HIV Testing Day
DCHHS Hosts Exercise of
New  Medical Operations
Center    DCHHS Hosts
Ghana Health   Minister    3
3      3  Don’t’ Let Water Fun
Make You  Sick  DCHHS
Receives Grant  from   HRSA
for Ryan White    4    4  Shown
left to right are  Ronnie Lowe,
Lancaster Outreach Center,
Darla Spencer, DCHHS
CEAP Coordinator, Zachary
Thompson, DCHHS
Director, Patricia Wiessner,
City of Dallas and TXU
Program Manager Kim
Campbell.

DCHHS Prepares Community
For Summer Heat
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Email Entertainment
News And Events to

Entertainment@MonTheGazette.com

D.L. Hughley At Fort Worth’s Bass Hall

Howard Hewitt Former Lead Singer Of The Group Shalamar

Jubilee Theatre Presents A
Lovesong For Miss Lydia

Hughleys, on ABC. It received
high ratings in its first season,
thanks in part to a lead-in by the
popular Home Improvement.
However, by the following sea-
son, the show was moved to the
low-rating TGIF segment on
Friday nights and the ratings
tanked. In 2000, ABC cancelled
the show, but it was granted a
reprieve by UPN, which ran it

for an additional two seasons
before cancelling it again.

During this time Hughley
began working on an acting
career, providing the voice of the
Gadgetmobile in the 1999 film
Inspector Gadget and perform-
ing in Scary Movie 3. He also
stuck with his stand-up comedy
roots, becoming host of Comedy
Central's Premium Blend in
2003. In 2005, his late-night talk
show Weekends at the D.L. pre-
miered on Comedy Central. He
once appeared as a guest on

The star of "The Hughleys,"
"The Original Kings of
Comedy," "Studio 60 on the
Sunset Strip," "Premium
Blend," "Comic Relief,"
"Weekends at the D.L." and
much more makes his debut
Bass Hall appearance!
Saturday, 06/16/2007 8:00 PM

D.L. Hughley grew up in
South Central Los Angeles and
had a difficult upbringing,
getting kicked out of high
school and becoming a
member of the Bloods
gang. After his cousin was
shot, Hughley turned his
life around, got a GED
and a job and, after
prompting by his wife,
LaDonna, tried his hand at
stand-up comedy. His
comedy was a huge suc-
cess and in 1992 he was
picked to be the first host
of BET's ComicView. He
also appeared in the 3rd
season of The Fresh Prince of
Bel-Air as an old friend of Will
Smith trying out for an audi-
tion as a comedian.

By 1997, Hughley went on a
nationwide stand-up comedy
tour with Steve Harvey, Cedric
the Entertainer, and Bernie
Mac as the Kings of Comedy.
The comedy act was later put
into a film by Spike Lee called
The Original Kings of
Comedy.

In 1998, Hughley was given
his own TV sitcom, The

Comedy Central's Daily Show.
He is number 54 on Comedy

Central's list of the 100 Greatest
Stand-ups of All Time. Hughley
is one of the stars on Aaron
Sorkin's behind the scenes
sketch comedy show Studio 60
on the Sunset Strip, as one of the
show-within-a-show's more pop-
ular cast members. In Episode 5,
"The Wrap Party," Hughley's

character Simon Stiles
explains his life story, one
that bears a strong resem-
blance to Hughley's own.
Hughley provided interview
footage on the Richard Pryor
tribute special, I Ain't Dead
Yet, #%$#@!!, alongside the
aforementioned Bernie Mac
and Cedric The Entertainer.

Hughley made a recent
appearance at Providence
Performing Arts Center,
where he performed a special
show for Johnson and Wales
Students, free of charge for

the students. At the show's end-
ing, he brought a freshman
majoring in Baking backstage
and offered to give the student
his books free of charge as a con-
dolence to being used as target
practice, which is common in
Hughley's comedy act.

Hughley has been married to
LaDonna since 1986. They
share three children, daughters
Ryan Nicole (born 1987,
attends Smith College) and
Tyler Whitney (born 1991), and
son Kyle Aaris (born 1988).

group were favorites on the U.S.
R&B scene, as well as scoring a
number of British hit singles.
Watley and Daniels left the group
in 1982 and were replaced by
Delisa Davis and Micki Free in
1984; Watley went on to stardom
as a solo act. The following year
Shalamar won a Grammy award
for "Don't Get Stopped in Beverly
Hills," which was featured in
Beverly Hills Cop. Hewitt left for a
solo career in 1986. He's also
acted in movies and on television.

New Next Generation
Presents… The First Annual
"White Linen Party" Extravaganza
on Saturday June 23rd at the
Intercontinental Dallas Hotel
(15201 Dallas Parkway, Addison
TX 75001).

Come enjoy a fun filled day as
we bring to you vocals by the

Shalamar was the creation of
Dick Griffey, the booking agent
for the television R&B program
Soul Train. The group's first sin-
gle, the 1977 Motown medley
"Uptown Festival," featured a
bevy of faceless studio musi-
cians; once it became a hit,
Griffey decided to form a per-
forming group under the name
Shalamar. Through Soul Train,
Griffey found Jody Watley,
Jeffrey Daniels, and Gerald
Brown, the three vocalists that
became Shalamar; Brown was
quickly replaced by Howard
Hewitt in 1978.

Shalamar's string of poppy
dance-soul hits began in 1979
with "Take That to the Bank";
later that year, "The Second
Time Around" hit the Top Ten.
Throughout the early '80s the

charming, world re-known singer,
Howard Hewitt.

Tickets ar $35.00 and up
Fashions by The Bay area’s

finest…Exotica 2000 and
Comedy by: Willie and Woody
from BET Comic View!

The times for each event are as
follows:

• Sunshine Boys(Tex Marshall

& Robert Peacock): 3:00pm to
3:15pm

• Old School music and dance
by Robert Peacock: 3:15pm to
4:25pm 

• Gospel comedy with Willie and
Woody: 4:30pm to 5:35pm 

• Break & Picture Pick Up:
5:35pm to 6:00pm 

• Fashion Show with San
Francisco Bay area's Patricia
Breedlove and Exotica 2000:
6:00pm to 7:00pm 

• Dinner served & Stage Play,
"Waiting to Die": 7:00pm to
8:00pm 

• Howard Hewitt: 8:00pm to
9:00pm 

• Old School music and dance
by Robert Peacock:

9:00pm to 10:00pm
Call 214-523-9538 for more

information.

Jubilee Theatre continues its
26th Season with A Lovesong
for Miss Lydia. A 70-year old
widow, two disapproving neigh-

bors, and a charming, elderly
stranger. Is he a swindler, or is
he on the up and up?  Join the
world of Miss Lydia to find out.
This hilarious comedy takes a
look at an elderly woman living
on her own and the pitfalls that
surround her. A Lovesong for
Miss Lydia is by Don Evans,
considered the Neil Simon of
comedy for the African-
American stage.

Last produced by Jubilee
Theatre in 2001, this season’s
production, directed by William
Earl Ray, features Jubilee
favorites Regina Washington as
Lydia Frazier, Stormi
Demerson as Sarah Williams,
Lloyd W.L. Barnes Jr. as Mahlon
Patterson, Alonzo Waller as
Ostell Holloway, Set design by

Michael Pettigrew and costume
design by Barbara O’Donoghue.

A Lovesong for Miss Lydia
runs through June 17.
Performances are Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday evenings at
8 p.m. and Saturday and
Sunday matinees at 3 p.m. tick-
ets range from $14 to $20 for

the run of the production.
Tickets can be purchased from
the Jubilee Theatre Box Office
by calling 817/338-4411
Tuesday through Friday
between noon and 6 p.m. or
online by visiting the Jubilee
w e b s i t e :
www.jubileetheatre.org.

The Black Academy Of Arts And Letters Heats Things Up With
Star-Studded Programs In 30th Anniversary Season Finale

of former Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theatre company mem-
ber and a long time TBAAL per-
former, Dereque Whiturs.
Hearts, spirits and jazz shoes will

soar as this vibrant troupe makes
a bold and powerful statement
signifying life's constant journey.
Tickets to this spirited dance
performance are $10.

TBAAL and Dallas
Independent School District
(DISD) proudly present the
23rd Annual Summer Youth
Arts Institute, June 4 - June 30,
2007. Classes for the Summer
Youth Arts Institute are Monday
- Friday, June 4 through June 28
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. The
Summer Youth Arts Institute is a
4 week intensive arts program
that teaches students, ages 10 -
17, the ins and outs of theatre,
dance, music, costumes, lighting
and creative writing. TBAAL is

Dallas - The Black Academy
of Arts and Letters (TBAAL)
closes out its 30th Anniversary
Season in grand style with out-
standing programs and one
moving exhibition. With pro-
grams in theatre, music, dance,
spoken word and visual arts,
June 2007 will have programs
that speak to everyone, young
and old.

In celebration of Black
Music Month, TBAAL pres-
ents the Black Music Month
Celebration Concert,
Saturday, June 16, 2007 at
2:30 p.m. on the Naomi
Bruton Mainstage. This cele-
bration is a moving perform-
ance that dramatizes the Civil
Rights Movement in film
footage, narration, and music
performed by the phenomenal
200 voice Martin Luther King,
Jr. Concert Choir along with
several recording artists.
Tickets to the Black Music
Month Concert Celebration
are $10.

TBAAL's resident Dance
Company, Happy Nia Dance
Theatre, makes their solo per-
formance in "The Journey is
Long and The Struggle Stays
Strong," Saturday, June 23,
2007 at 8 p.m. on the Naomi
Bruton Main Stage. This
young and energetic dance
troupe intermingles modern
dance, ballet, jazz or even a
stint of hip-hop into their per-
formance under the direction

excited to once again partner
with DISD for the 5th consecu-
tive year on this rewarding sum-
mer enrichment program. "The
Summer Arts Institute is an out-

standing arts and education ini-
tiative and an incredible partner-
ship between TBAAL and
DISD," explains Curtis King,
TBAAL Founder and President
and Summer Arts Institute
Director. This year's Summer
Arts Institute's production is
"Rhapsody in Rhythm," a
choreo-peom set to music and
dance based on the works of the
great writer Langston Hughes.
The summer's hard work will
culminate with more than 300
students, soaring across the
stage in a spectacular perform-
ance of "Rhapsody in Rhythm,"
Friday, June 29th at 8 p.m. and
Saturday, June 30th at 1 p.m.
and 4 p.m. Tickets are $1.00.

The Summer Arts Institute is
supported in part by Dallas
Independent School District,
Ronald McDonald House
Charities and City of Dallas
Office of Cultural Affairs.

The third exhibition in
TBAAL's three-part series
chronicling the formative years
of the institution opens June 9,
2007 with The Black Academy
of Arts and Letters: Three
Decades of Excellence-Triumph
Over Adversity - 1997 - 2007
(Decade III). It was in the last
ten years of the organization's
history, 1997-2007, that The
Black Academy of Arts and
Letters (TBAAL) final reached
its stride of major support from
the African American communi-
ty and a growing acceptance and
appreciation from the non-
African American community.
Thus, TBAAL was able to
achieve its rightful place in the
annals of Dallas and America's
cultural history. The rich legacy
of photographs, memorabilia
and archival ephemera are living
testaments that TBAAL is a vic-
torious mainstay institution in
this conclusive final three part
exhibition series. Phillip Collins
curates this exhibition.
Exhibition admission is free.

All programs take place at The
Black Academy of Arts and
Letters, corner of Canton and
Akard Streets, downtown
Dallas, Texas. For ticket infor-
mation to any of these exciting

programs, please call TBAAL's
Box Office (214) 743-2400,
Ticketmaster (214) 373-8000
or visit our website at
www.TBAAL.org.

TBAAL ON THE ROAD!!
TBAAL is proud to take

From Garvey to Parks: "The
Spirit of Marcus Garvey" and
"A Rose Among Thorns" to the

National Black Theatre Festival
in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, Monday, July 30 -
Saturday, August 4, 2007.These
two shows, which were a part of
TBAAL's 30th Anniversary
Season and were selected out of
hundreds of applicants, will per-
form four shows at the festival.
"The Spirit of Marcus Garvey"
provides an intimate yet power-
ful look into the life of the
indomitable figure Marcus
Garvey portrayed by Ron Bobb-
Semple. Beloved film, television

and theatre icon, Ella Joyce,
gives a stunning portrayal of
the Civil Rights mother, Rosa
Parks in "A Rose Among
Thorns."

TBAAL's Martin Luther
King Concert Choir and
Praise Dancers have been
invited to perform at the
Southern Christian

Leadership Conference's
(SCLC) 50th year Anniversary
National Convention in
Atlanta, GA, Saturday, August
4 at the historic Ebenezer
Baptist Church. The SCLC is
the national historic organiza-
tion that launched the national
and international leadership of
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.The phenomenal orator and
daughter of Dr. King, was
scheduled to narrate the pro-
gram before her untimely
death.




