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People In
The News

In 2006, Dr. Gloria B.
Herndon was inducted into
the Enterprising Women Hall
of Fame in recognition of her
leadership of G B Herndon
and Associates and her having
built the enterprise into one
of the largest women-owned,
minority-owned  multiline
insurance brokerage firms.
Herndon  and
Associates focuses on struc-
turing health and medical
benefits insurance for its cor-
porate clients. Its diverse clientele base includes the National
Medical Association (NMA), embassies of several foreign gov-
ernments, the National Alliance of Postal and Federal
Employees (NAPFE), the University of the District of
Columbia (UDC) and many others.

Through quarterly invest-
ing and wealth seminars,
quarterly investing breakfasts
and publications including her
book, Real Estate & Wealth:
Investing in the American
Dream, Sonia L. Booker
shares the personal entrepre- [
neurial experiences that have
landed her at the helm of sev-
eral real estate and investing [©
businesses at age 34. Sonia
says her mission is simply to ||
share what she has learned
with others so that they might strive to attain wealth. The key is
understanding the difference “between having a business and
being a business owner.”_Sonia's entrepreneurial spirit was
first nourished on the fertile soil of her grandparents 100 plus
acre farm in Jackson, Mississippi. She accompanied her grand-
father on his "business trips” to sell produce and conduct other
farm business and gained an invaluable education along the
way. Sonia's grandfather taught her the value of hard work, the
basics of making and saving money, and how to create and
manage multiple streams of income._Understanding that a
college education was key to her success, Sonia began working
at age 15 to help pay for college. She maintained a fulltime job
throughout her undergraduate years at the University of
Southern Mississippi, where she earned a degree in business
with an emphasis on marketing.

A native of Houston, Texas,
Cassandra White is renown locally,
nationally and internationally for
such vehicles as her performance as
Liza Hughes in Civil War, performed
at the Alley Theatre in Houston,
Texas, and at the St. James Theatre
on Broadway. She has also per-
formed in France, Germany and
Switzerland with the Harlem Gospel
Singers in The Best of Gospel —
Rock My Soul.
Cassandra began her vocal career
singing gospel and spirituals at the
age of five. She was accepted into the rigorous training pro-
gram of the High School for the Performing and Visual Arts in
Houston, Texas. Upon graduation, Cassandra chose to attend
Texas Southern University, so she could study under the
acclaimed  classical soprano teacher, Bernadine Oliphant.
Cassandra quickly rose to the top of her class. She was featured
in Cosi Fan Tutte (Fiodiligi), L’Elisir &’ Amore (Adrina) and
Le Nozze de Figaro (Susanna).

Cassandra was a finalist in the Houston Grand Opera
Studio competition where she won the Eleanor Searle Whitney
McCollum Auditions and Awards. During her tenure at
Houston Grand Opera she sang in the HGO Studio, Students
Through Arts Reaching Success Project (S.TAR.S.) and
Opera to Go. She performed as Gretel (Hansel and Gretel),
Moon, Falling Bird and The River’s Sister (Mother of Three
Sons) as well as performing as a choral soprano in The Borg,
Peer Gynt and the Outcast.

Cassandra continued her education at Rice University’s
prestigious Shepherd School of Music under the tutelage of
Dr. Joyce Farwell. She was a soloist in Handel's Messiah when
she sang in the Shepherd School’s OperaWorkshop. Cassandra
has also performed as Marion Anderson from First Lady’s
Suite for Theatre LaB, Ti Moune from Once on This Island for
Global Harmony Productions in Aruba, Caribbean, Crystal
from Little Shop of Horrors for Theatre Louisville as well as
other national and international venues. She has worked with
Melba Moore, Celine Dion and Nikki Giovanni.

Eddie Griffin thought he’d shock the swells
at a big Black Enterprise event over the week-
end by littering his act with N-words, but the
comic was the one who got the real jolt when
the mag’s owner gonged his routine, and
tossed him off the stage!

Rev. Al Sharpton tells TMZ that Griffin took
the stage as the headliner and did his best
Michael Richards impression, blistering the
mostly African-American crowd with a barrage
of N-bombs, and wailing, “Why are some
black leaders telling us to stop using the N
word?”

Griffin’s mike was promptly cut, and Black
Enterprise owner/publisher Earl Graves
stomped on stage and proclaimed, “We ... will
not allow our culture to go backwards ... We
will pay Mr. Griffin all that we owe him but we
will not allow him to finish the show if that's
the way he’s going to talk.” Oh, snap!

Eddie Griffin Thrown Off
Stage For Using N-Word At
Black Entertainment Event

The crowd gave Graves a
standing ovation — and Rev.
Al, speaking the next day at the
event, gave Graves props for
his axing of Griffin. A rep for
Griffin had no comment.

Couples are being advised to take an
HIV test before they marry, the Anglican
Church in Nigeria says.

The church says the move is to help parish-
ioners make “informed choices" when choos-
ing marriage partners.

The BBC News website learned that many
Christian churches in Nigeria impose similar
tests on their members as a condition for mar-
riage.

The policy is being implemented in all
Anglican dioceses across Nigeria, the church's
spokesman said.

"Unacceptable’

"The aim is to help intending couples to
make informed decisions because we don't
want anyone to be kept in the dark about their
partner,” spokesman for the church Rev.
Akintunde Popoola told the BBC News web-
site.

He said the church will not stop people from
getting married if they test positive to HIV, the
virus that causes AIDS.

HIV Test Before Nigerian Marriage

"The whole point is for cou-
ples to know their HIV status
before getting married," he
said.

"If they find out their status
and still want to go ahead, we
cannot object. Instead, we
offer them care and support.”

But the authorities are
already challenging the new
policy by the church, saying it
is unacceptable.

"We cannot accept what the
church is proposing. Every
Nigerian must be allowed to
decide on their own whether
they want to be tested or not,"
Prof. Tunde Oshotimehin,
who heads Nigeria's state HIV
control agency, told the BBC.

"HIV testing and counsel-
ing must be voluntary. What
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Garland NAACP Hosts
Education & Community Forum

The Annual Education/
Community Forum will be
held Monday, September 10
from 6:00 p.m.- 8:30 p.m. at
the Garland High School
Auditorium. The purpose of
the back to school event is to
provide information that will
help students have a good, safe
and successful school year.
This year the forum will once
again highlight the many extra
curricular and co-curricular
activities that are available in
the Garland ISD. School rep-
resentatives will be available to
provide a brief summary of the
clubs, organizations and spe-
cial activities occurring at their
schools. Parents are invited to
submit their questions regard-
ing these school opportunities.

The event will also consti-
tute the Kick-Off for the
NAACP Back to School/Stay
in School (BTS/SIS) program
and ACT-SO (Afro-Academic,
Cultural, Technological,
Scientific Olympics). The
EXCEL Awardees from for-
mer years will be recognized

and parents and students will
have an opportunity to
receive information and to
register for the 2007-2008
ACT-SO program. The
evening promises to offer par-
ents, students, and communi-
ty leaders a plethora of infor-
mation, resources and stu-
dent involvement opportuni-
ties that are positive and pro-
ductive.  Step Teams from
area high schools and com-
munity groups have been
invited to participate.

Parents and students will be
asked to submit their written
questions on a survey form;
school and district personnel
and student leaders from area
schools will be available to
provide responses. This
annual event is co-sponsored
by the Garland NAACP Youth

Council, Garland NAACP
Adult Branch, and the
Garland IsD Student

Community Services.

For more information, con-
tact Dr. Joyce Miller at 972-
345-5386.

The Texas Publishers Association monthly
meeting was held recently at the Dallas Sheraton
Suites Inn. An executive session began at 9:00
a.m. followed by the regular session at 10:00
a.m. The Association launched an Organ Donor
Campaign for the month of August. The cam-
paign objective is to increase the number of
African-American organ donors. According to
statistics, African Americans makeup about 27
percent of those awaiting a transplant, while
only 12 percent of all donors are black.

A special luncheon for the publishers, their
staff and special guest began at 11:30 a.m.
Guest speaker was Mikal Watts, San Antonio
Democratic candidate for U. S. Senate who is
running against Republican Senator John
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Cornyn. Watts formed an exploratory commit-
tee on June 1, 2007, and has since raised $1.1
million dollars in his bid to challenge Cornyn.
Accompanying Watts was Tommy Calvert, Jr.,
also of San Antonio.

Daniel Clayton of Austin, president of the
Texas Coalition of Black Democrats, was also
a special guest.

Texas Publishers Association officers pres-
ent were Hattie Kelly, president and publish-
er of Power Pages News of Farmersville;
Mollie Finch Belt, vice president and publish-
er of The Dallas Examiner; Maxine Burley
Session, treasurer and publisher of The Texas
Informer of Rusk; and Tommy Wyatt, parlia-

Texas Publishers Association
Hosts Local Meeting In Dallas

mentarian and publisher of
The Villager of Austin.

Other publishers present
were Ali Hussein, San Antonio
Observer; Walter Session, The
Texas Informer; Willie Hobdy,
Kuumba Heritage of
Greenville; Thurman Jones,
MON-The Gazette of North
Dallas/Plano and Richard
Nwachukwu, The African
Herald of Dallas. TPA will hold
the next meeting in Tyler, Texas
on September 8, 2007.

Other Texas African-American
Newspapers participating in the
Organ Donor Campaign are:
Elite News -Dallas, Garland
News Journal, Metroplex
Southstar — Southern Dallas
County, Corsicana Examiner,
African News and Issues —
Houston, Dallas Post Tribune,
East Texas Review — Longview,
Ebony News Journal — Tyler,
Houston ~ Forward ~ Times,
Houston Defender, Houston
Style Magazine, Nokoa The
Observer — Austin, San Antonio
Register, Southwest Digest-
Lubbock and The DallasWeekly.

The Dog Days

By: James Clingman -

NNPA Columnist

The recent hullabaloo sur-
rounding dogs has given new
meaning to the “dog days of
summer.”

This year’s dog days, just like
the unbearable heat in many
parts of the country, especially
in my neck of the woods,
Cincinnati, Ohio, were thrust
upon us like an albatross
around our collective neck.

With no relief in sight, for
weeks, we had to suffer the dog
days while looking forward to
the cool breezes of autumn. |
don’t know about you, but |
grew quite weary of the dog
days because the dogs them-
selves had risen to such a high
level of prominence and priori-
ty, | was afraid the dog days
would continue for months.

During August, the dog days
were in full effect. Michael
Vick’s dog fighting case took
over the airwaves. | got so sick

Of Summer

of seeing the films of his foot-
ball practice sessions, his
daunting walk into the court-
house, and his home in
Virginia with all of the dog
paraphernalia. | hated to
watch the news shows that led
with the Vick story, especially
the ones with enraged com-
mentators who called for
Vick’s head every day and
night. They even brought their
dogs on the set while they dis-
cussed the Vick case.
Protestors in Atlanta sought
Vick’s removal from the
Falcons. P.E.T.A. demonstra-
tions and the endless discus-
sions about his future, how
much money he makes and
how much he will lose went on
ad nauseam. If I hadn’t known
better, I would have thought
we loved the dog days and
wanted them to stay around
longer than just a few weeks in

Blackonomics Page 3

A Budding Eco Fashion
Industry Wants Consumers To
“Care About What They Wear”

Eco fashion is no longer
about hippie skirts and
Birkenstocks, says the
September/October 2007
cover story of E - The
Environmental Magazine.
New designers are emerging
from L.A. and New York with
clothing inspired by architec-
ture, skyscrapers — even folding
bicycles.

Brooklyn designer Nina
Valenti launched the sustain-
able line naturevsfuture in
2002. “I design pieces that
have a strong line, form and
texture,” she said. Her fabrics
range from organic cotton,

wools, hemp and soy to new
recycled fabrics like POP,
made from recycled soda bot-
tles.

A folding bicycle provided
the inspiration for Los
Angeles  designer  Carol
Young’s spring collection.
Specifically, it was the Dahon
folding bicycle, a company
founded in the ‘70s to encour-
age environmentally sustain-
able forms of transport.
Young’s label is called unde-
signed, and the simple, stylish
clothes let the wearer move
comfortably between office,
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Community Spotlight

The Links, Inc. Celebrates Fifteen Years In “A Knock Out Affair”

The Mid-Cities Texas chap-
ter of The Links, Incorporated
celebrated 15 years of success
during its annual fundraiser,
Round XV “A  Knockout
Affair,” a black tie boxing
event, on Saturday, August 18
at the Fairmont Hotel in

Dallas. The fundraiser event

Honorary Chairs Curtis E. Ransom

(President/Owner CERP Foods, Inc.)

and Paula Sullivan (VP Community
Relations Citibank-TX.)

delivered support and service to
The Boys and Girls Club of
Grand Prairie, The Brighter
Tomorrows Women’s Shelter,
The North Texas Food Bank,
Senior Citizens Prescription
Assistance Program, and The
Sallye Moor Scholarship Fund.
Scholarship recipients included
four-year continuing recipient

Dr. Don Johnson, M.D. and Doris
Johnson (President Mid-Cities
Texas Chapter of The Links, Inc.)

Robert “Snake” LeGrand (Ring Master) and Generous
Raheem Cadillac Gordon (Boxer-Middle Weight Boxer).

Oneisha Chapman, Alexandra
Warren, Tasia Milton, and
Shongerwi Chekenyere.

Round XV included cocktails,
a silent auction, a beautiful din-
ner, live music provided by the
John Rochelle Band, dancing,
and, of course, boxing.

Ms. Doris Johnson conceived
of the idea in June of 1992. It

was with a call to the Miller
Brewing Company in Fort
Worth that she received a loyal
15-year sponsor for the event.
Ms. Johnson helps distribute
contributions from supporters
to many young African-
American women to ensure they
would be able to receive a col-
lege education.

(L to R): Round XV Gala Chairs of Black Tie Gala -
Kristie Patton Foster (Executive Director of the
Foundation), Faye Powell, and Marnese Elder

(L to R) Link Mid-Cities Members—Kristie Patton Foster (Executive
Director of the Links Foundation), Faye Powell, Brenda H. Thompson PC.,
Marnese Elder, and Charda Greene.

(L to R): sitting—Sophia Stimpson (Links member), Dr.Angela Jones, Trayce

Taylor. Standing—Byron Bushy, N:

jatalie Stimpson, andWillard Stimpson.

Brenda H. Thompson table.

Around

Ongoing

African American
Republican Club of Collin
County: Collin  County’s
newest Republican Club
meets on the 4th Tuesday of
every month at Collin County
Republican Party
Headquarters beginning at 7
p.m. The purpose of this club
is for men and women to dis-
cuss issues important to
African American
Republicans. For more info,
please call Fred Moses at 972
618 7027 or email him at
fred@tes.com.

DFW Financially
Empowered Women is a group
for women interested in taking
charge of their financial secu-
rity. We meet monthly for
lunch or dinner and a fun,
informative seminar on vari-
ous financial topics. For more
information call 972 542 1530
or visit www.meetup.com/378.

September 6

Irving Community
Conversation with community
members regarding how to
improve the Irving communi-
ty.1800 N. Britain Rd. in
Irving at Parkland Health &
Hospital System - Irving
COPC. Forum is from 6 pm -
8 pm, no cost. Email bmmo-
ra@parknet.pmh.org or call
214-266-1232 for more info.

September 7

Friday African Village Night
is at the Sandaga Market on
1325 Levee St. at 8 p.m.
Admission is FREE. Call 214-
298-5858 for further informa-
tion.

September 7

Sponsored By:

o
\h-'ﬂ
| —

The North Central Texas Regional
Certification Agency hosts its 3rd
Annual Disabled, Minority, and
Women’s  Business  Enterprise
Awards Banquet. The NCTRCA
asks that you consider nominating
yourself, or another NCTRCA
Certified Business Enterprise, as the
Top Three Firms from throughout
the North Texas region of each
Category will be honored and recog-
nized. The celebration includes
notable speaker Mr. Craig Watkins,
the newly elected District Attorney
for Dallas County and the first
African American elected to that
type of position in the state of Texas.
Nominations must be submitted no
later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday,
September 7, 2007. For more infor-
mation contact Frank Cortez,
NCTRCA Board Chairman, at
fcortez@dart.org or 214-749-3841.

September 8

Keep up the Pace — Educate the
Human Race is an annual 5k
walk/race held at River Legacy Park
in Arlington. It will be hosted by the
Sickle Cell Disease Association of
Dallas and Omega Psi Phi in order to
raise funds and educate the commu-
nity about the sickle cell disease. For
more information, contact Mary
Griffin at 214-942-1262, or email
her at mfg@sicklecelldallas.org.

September 8

North Texas Chapter of the
American Theatre Organ Society
hosts the Red, White and Blue
Ragtime Revue. The show will fea-
ture acclaimed performers Dave
Wickerman, theatre organist, and
Dick Kroeckel, ragtime pianist. The
show will be at Courtroom Theater
at the McKinney Performing Arts
Center, 111 N. Tennessee St.,
McKinney. Admission will be $35.

Call 214-544-4630 for tickets and
information, or visit www.mckin-
neyperformingartscenter.org.
September 8
International  Fair in Irving:
Family event featuring entertain-
ment and vendors from around the
world. The fair is located at Heritage
Senior Center, 200 S. Jefferson,
Irving 75060. This event will last
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Admission will
be $3. For more information, email
agillesp@ci.irving.tx.us or call 972-
721-2496.
September 8
FREE Danzén dance class will be
held from 1 - 4 p.m. at the Latin
Cultural Center, 2600 Oak Lawn in
Dallas. For more information, email
drema.chavez@dallascityhall.com or
call 214-671-0051
September 9
KHVN - Heaven 97 Hosts a
Musical Tribute to Honor 9/11:
Local Gospel station Heaven 97 is
hosting “We Remember,” a concert
in memory of the September 11th
tragedy’s victims. Through music
and praise, the “We Remember”
concert will help unite the commu-
nity in a time of sorrow and mourn-
ing. The free concert will be located
at the Newbreed Christian Center,
4500 S. Riverside, Fort Worth. The
show begins at 6 p.m., and is open to
the public. For any more informa-
tion, call 214-787-1970.
September14
12th Annual Sickle Cell Disease
Association of Dallas: Golf tourna-
ment fundraiser event at Riverchase
Golf Club in Coppell. Entrance fee
is $125 per individuals and $400 per
foursome. Price includes green fees,
electric cart, breakfast, lunch, tee
gifts, and  souvenir  photos.
Registration and breakfast begin at 7

(L to R): Honorary Chairs - Curtis E. Ransom (President/
Owner CERP Foods, Inc.), Paula Sullivan (VP Community Relations
Citibank-TX.), and Mr. Ron Spencer (UPS).

(L to R): Local TX Graduate Students -
James Farris (SMU School of Law), Krystal Gaffney (Tennessee

State Physical Therapy); David Ford |
and Joseph Thompson (UT Southwestern Medical School)

(UTD Arts and Technology),

$69* DIVORCE
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a.m. with a shotgun start at 8 a.m.
Players can register by downloading
an entry form from wwwisicklecell-
dallas.org or calling 214-942-1262.
Sponsorships and donations are wel-
come, and volunteers are needed to
assist with the event. All proceeds go
to funding sickle cell screening and
testing for the community. For more
information, email mfg@sicklecell-
dallas.org.
September 14

Freedom Reader's Club For
Teens: “Empowering our communi-
ties through knowledge, imagination
and action.” This is a place where
ideas, thoughts and imagination
roam, and where young creative
minds prepare to grow, organize and
develop our world. This is a reader’s
club for 14-18 year olds and mature
13 year olds. The club shares its
company with guest speakers who
have literary open minds, and who
can offer encouragement to the
members. The club will meet at
Halfprice Books, 5803 E. Northwest
Highway at 6pm. Admission is free
and refreshments will be provided.
Email Nnanyamka@aol.com or call
972-874-2347 for more information.

September 15

The Potter's House International
Bazaar: This exciting outdoor event
will expose you to other cultures as
you Vvisit countries thousands of
miles away without leaving Dallas.
The expo includes International
Cuisine, International ~Exhibits,
Cultural Entertainment, Hands-On
Demonstrations, Language Learning
Sessions,  Live  Performances,
International Fashion Show, and
Children’s Activities including face
painting, bounce houses, a book fair
and more! Terra Cotta International
is accepting vendors who own or

operate a restaurant, and vendors
that sell cultural artifacts, fashion or
jewelry and more. If you would like
to register as a vendor contact Joy
Sparrow at 214-333-6360, ext. 7 or
e-mail tci@tdjakes.org. Space is lim-
ited so act fast! All proceeds support
international humanitarian efforts to
help children around the world. This
event is located at 6777 W. Kiest
Blvd, and it will last from 11 a.m. to
6 p.m. Admission is FREE. Call 214-
333-6360 or email tci@tdjakes.org,
for more information.
September 15
17th Annual NAACP Freedom
Fund Banquet: “One Band- One
Sound (Unity) The Key To Victory.”
The NAACP Garland Branch will be
hosting the 17th annual Freedom
Fund Banquet at GISD Special
Events Center, 4999 Naaman Forest
Blvd. (off of George Bush turnpike at
North Garland Road. The banquet
will include a silent auction, begin-
ning at 6 p.m. and will feature special
guest speaker Craig Watkins- Dallas
County District Attorney. Awards will
be presented for Educator of the Year,
Community ~ Service Volunteer,
Minority Business Owner, and
Communications Award. Banquet
Tables are available for $450 and indi-
vidual tickets for $45. Call 972-381-
5044, Box #5 with any questions.
September 15
FREE Jazz Onstage Concert at the
Plaza Theatre in Garland, featuring
saxophonist and pianist, Ray Baker.
The show starts at 7:30 p.m. Call
972-461-0857 for more information.
September 15
FREE HUD-approved
Homebuyer Education Classes! If
you dream of owing a home but
need help buying one, come and
learn about how to get started.

Hosted by the City of
Lewisville's First ~ Time
Homebuyer Program, this class
is HUD-approved, free, and
open to the public. The class
will walk you through the entire
home buying process, including
getting the loan that's right for
your household budget, shop-
ping for your dream home,
dealing with credit issues, and
how to insure and inspect your
new home. Also learn how you
could qualify for up to $19,000
through the City of Lewisville
Homebuyer Assistance
Program. Professionals from all
industries are present to answer
questions. All students receive
free HUD-approved certifi-
cates of completion and lunch.
Full day attendance is required.
The seminar lasts from 8:30
a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and is located
at 400 High School Dr.
Lewisville. Email
arincon@cityoflewisville.com
or call 972-219-5026 for fur-
ther information.
September 16

Jesse McGowen Elementary
School Dedication will be held
in McKinney at 4:30 p.m. The
school is located at 4300
Columbus  Drive, between
Hardin and Lake Forest Drive,
in the Avalon neighborhood .

September 21

Dallas Jazz Saxophonist
David Carr Jr. will perform
while George Knock exhibits
his nationally renowned sculp-
tures. Presentation will be 7-9
p.m. at the Stephanie Ward
Gallery, 920 18th St., Plano
TX 75074. Call 469-229-0024
for more information.
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Microlending Offers Hope To Aspiring
Minority Entrepreneurs Who Lack
Capital To Put Dreams To Test

By: Marc H. Morial

NNPA Columnist

One guiding principle of
the National Urban League's
recently released
"Opportunity Compact" is the
opportunity to prosper.

We contend that every indi-
vidual in America who pos-
sesses entrepreneurial vision,
ingenuity, drive and desire
should have access to the
resources needed to establish
and grow a viable business
enterprise. The importance of
minority-owned businesses to
urban economic development
is well documented.

They're more likely to be
located in urban communi-
ties, so they're more likely to
hire local residents and use
minority-owned  suppliers,
thereby lowering local unem-
ployment rates and boosting
business growth. Despite
these benefits, minority entre-
preneurs continue to face
major obstacles to their start-
up and growth, including lack
of financial capital, among
others.

A 2005 U.S. Small Business
Administration's Office of
Advocacy report found that
minority business owners are
less likely to get bank loans of
any kind and that African-
American and Hispanic own-
ers face loan denial at a high-
er rate than that of White
males. In 2002, minority-
owned businesses represented
18 percent (4.1 million) of all
firms, grossed 8 percent of all
annual gross receipts ($668
billion), and employed 9 per-
cent of all paid employees
(4.7 million), according to the
U.S. Census Bureau.

In that same year, there
were 1.2 million African-
American-owned firms in the
United States, employing

754,000 Americans and gener-
ating $89 billion in revenue. A
little more than 30 years ago,
economics professor
Muhammad Yunus launched
an experimental project to
reduce poverty by lending very
small sums of money to land-
less peasants in remote rural
villages of Bangladesh to help
them start their own business-
es. Within a decade, it grew
into a formal bank known as
Grameen Bank, which by
1996 had roughly 1,100
branches in Bangladesh and
loans in excess of $2 billion,
which were repaid at a rate of
90 percent, serving more than
two million clients, according
to a 1998 Federal Reserve
Bank report.

Wages  rose, borrowers
increased their savings and
school enrollment went up. In
2006, Yunus received the
Nobel Peace Prize for his
efforts. In 2004, the nation
was home to nearly 23.5 mil-
lion micro-enterprises --firms
with less than five employees -
- employing nearly 30.2 mil-
lion --or 18.2 percent of total
non-farm employment,
according to the Association
for Enterprise Opportunity. Of
Black-owned businesses
in2002, roughly 70 percent
could be considered micro-
enterprises, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau.

In the 1990s, several federal
government programs in the
United States emerged to
advance micro-entrepreneur-
ship. Since the beginning of
the decade, they've been under
constant threat of budget cut-
back or elimination. One of
the most comprehensive is the
u.s. SBA's Microloan
Program, which provides a
combination of technical assis-
tance and loans for microen-

trepreneurs.  Since 1992,
roughly 22,000 loans — total-
ing more than $254 million --
have been made.

In 2006, the nation's largest
microlender, ACCION USA,
disbursed $5.65million in
loans, serving 1,031 clients --
61 percent Hispanic, 27 per-
cent African-American and 40
percent female, with a repay-
ment rate of nearly 96 percent.
Since 2000, the group has
made nearly 5,000 loans total-
ing $18.6 million.

Microlending in the United
States hasn't seen the success
that it has in developing coun-
tries, but it still shows some
promise in improving the lot
of struggling entrepreneurs.
Because the risk associated
with microloans is much lower
than that of traditional bank
loans, the sting of failure isn't
as lasting or as devastating.

As the Federal Reserve Bank
noted in 1998: “Even when
microlending is not used
strictly as a poverty alleviation
strategy, it can play an impor-
tant role in making opportuni-
ties available to those who
have the desire and determina-
tion to try their entrepreneur-
ial hand."

It offers hope to scores of
would-be minority entrepre-
neurs of breaking down some
of the barriers faced by them
in starting businesses. The
Aspen Institute has suggested
that microlending is a less
expensive way of boosting
business development than
traditional public policy mech-
anisms such as tax breaks,
public subsidies - up to one-
tenth as costly. For a minimal
public investment, microlend-
ing would be a helpful way to
put low-income entrepreneurs
on the road out of poverty and
toward fiscal independence.

Lesotho Faces Worst Famine In 40 Years

By: Mpho Molato

Lesotho is facing its worst
famine in 40 years after poor
weather led to a failed har-
vest._More than 400,000 of
Lesotho's 1.8 million people
will struggle to meet their basic
food needs for the rest of the
year as a result of extensive crop
failures and exorbitant prices
for maize, the staple food. The
price of a 12.5kg bag of maize
meal has doubled since last
year, from 25 maloti (R22) in
March 2006 to 38.50 maloti
(about R52) in March 2007.
More than half the country's
population lives on less than
R14 a day, says World Food
Programme (WFP) representa-
tive in Lesotho, Bhim Udas. He

expects a further increase in
maize prices in the coming
months as commercial
importers begin to buy grain on
the South African market at
high prices. Poor and vulnerable
people, including the HIV/Aids
affected and orphans, already
face dire food insecurity. _

The WFP report estimates
that 550,000 people could be in
need of food. The government
will not be able to meet the
shortfall and will have to rely
heavily on imports, the WFP
report says.

According to the Lesotho
Meteorological Services, the
drought has been prompted by
climate change.

The mountain kingdom also

has a harsh climate that limits
the growing season of many
crops. Lesotho will require
30,000 tons of cereals and
6,700 tons of other foods to
meet its minimum consump-
tion requirements.  The
national cereal production
forecast is estimated at about
72,000 tons, representing a
shortfall of 42 percent com-
pared to last year.

Lesotho's prime minister,
Pakalitha Mosisili, has said
Lesotho used to produce
about 30 percent of its total
food requirement. In 2001, it
ranked 127 on the UN's
Human Development Index.
But five years later, it had
sunk to 149.

Angelina Jolie Visits Iraq
And Iraqi Refugees

UNHCR Goodwill
Ambassador witnesses
humanitarian crisis

Angelina Jolie, UNHCR
Goodwill Ambassador, visited
both Irag and Syria to witness
first-hand the plight of hun-
dreds of thousands of families
uprooted by the war.

The U.N. estimates that
more than 4.2 million Iraqis
have been forced to leave their
homes—2 million fleeing to
neighboring states and anoth-
er 2.2 million fleeing their
homes within Iraq.

In Damascus, Jolie visited a
UNHCR registration centre
where she spent hours talking
to Iraqi refugees.

She crossed into Iraq where
she visited some 1,200
refugees  trapped in a
makeshift camp at the border
who were unable to flee the
country. Later she watched as
scores of Iragis crossed into
Syria at a checkpoint.

Jolie said she would leave
politics to others but wanted
to focus on the huge humani-
tarian needs.

“l have come to Syria and

Iraq to help draw attention to
this humanitarian crisis and to
urge governments to increase
their support for UNHCR and
its partners,” she said. "My sole
purpose in both countries is to
highlight the plight of those
uprooted by the war in Iraq."

¥ ¢

Jolie talked with stranded
refugees at Iraq's Al Waleed
camp and said, "It is absolute-
ly essential that the ongoing
debate about Iraq's future
includes plans for addressing
the enormous humanitarian

consequences these people
face.”

While in Iraq, Jolie also
separated from the UNHCR
group for private visits with
U.S. troops and other Multi-
National Forces in the
region.

In Damascus she met some
of the thousands of Iraqi
refugees who were register-
ing with UNHCR, and
learned that almost 25 per-
cent of them were victims of
violence and torture.

Jolie also learned that tens of
thousands are without jobs,
and the young are unable to
receive an education.

She recognized Syria for
its open borders and gen-
erosity to Iraqis refugees.

UNHCR and UNICEF
recently launched a joint
$129  million  education
appeal to get 155,000 young
Iraqi refugees throughout
the Middle East back into
school. The United States
government announced
Tuesday that it will con-
tribute $30 million to the
appeal.
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Test Before Marriage Page 1
the church is trying to do will
encourage denial.”

Graduate tests

The Catholic Church in
Nigeria says it is not imposing
such a policy on its members
because it wants HIV testing to
be voluntary and personal.

“We know that some people
do it, but we are not making it
church policy,” spokesman of

the Catholic Archdiocese of
Abuja Rev Fr Ralph Madu told
the BBC News website.

Recently, a church-owned
college - Covenant University,
Nigeria - announced that its
graduates should take HIV and
pregnancy tests as conditions
for graduation.

But the university suspended
the policy after widespread con-
demnation and criticisms from

government and
rights groups.

Nigeria is a deeply religious
country with her 140 million
people almost evenly divided

agencies

between  Christians  and
Muslims.

According to Nigeria's
National Agency for the

Control of AIDS (Naca), some
4.4% of Nigerians live with
HIV.
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All of a sudden it seemed
other dog stories cropped up
from across the country. In
Arizona, sheriff deputies raided
the home of rapper DMX and
found 12 pit bulls tied up on the
property. They also found buried
dogs in his back yard, one of
which had apparently been
burned. No charges were filed.
This isn't the first time police
had taken an interest in DMX's
dogs, according to an MTV
news website. Back in 2002, the
rapper pleaded guilty in New
Jersey to charges of animal cru-
elty, stemming from a 1998 raid
of his home. Police claimed he
had neglected 13 pit bulls. DMX
eventually plea-bargained down
to fines, probation and commu-
nity service, and even starred in
a public-service announcement
against animal abuse.

Here in Cincinnati, a couple
was arrested and charged with
organizing and running a dog
fighting ring, and in another
case, a Black woman was arrest-
ed and charged with cruelty to a
dog that was found dead in her
backyard. Her nephew said the
dog followed him home, so he
tied the dog the fence without
his aunt’s knowledge. The dog
choked to death, and the woman
was hauled off to jail, tried and
convicted, and is currently incar-
cerated without bail, awaiting
her sentence, which will not be
given until sometime in
September. Did | say she was

denied bail?

We have child molesters run-
ning around the streets free on
bail, and this sister is denied bail
on a dead dog charge.

Then there is the White
woman, an assistant principal of
a school, who left her child in
the back seat of her Mercedes
for eight hours. The temperature
was reported to have reached as
high 140 degrees. Of course, the
poor, little two-year-old child
was dead when discovered by
someone other than her mother.
Also, of course, this White
woman is not in jail, but the
Black woman with the dead dog
is in jail. By the way, Cincinnati
says it needs more jail cells;
maybe we just need fewer dogs.

The most bizarre case of the
dog days of summer is that of
the “Queen of Mean,” Leona
Helmsley, who died and left $12
million to her dog, Trouble, who
actually abuses people by biting
them. Leona, ever the control-
freak, in life and now in death,
left specific instructions in her
will regarding the dog’s care.
Did I say $12 million? She even
left two of her grandchildren
and her great-grandchildren out
of her will. Her estimated worth
was in the billions. How stupid is
that? But as they say, “It's a
dogs life.”

We even saw the dog days of
summer in the U. S. Senate
Chamber when Senator Robert
C. Byrd of West Virginia went on
a rant about Michael Vick. Byrd
waved some papers in the air,

and yelled at the top of his
lungs, “Lord help him (Vick) if
he is proven guilty; God creat-
ed the dog to be man’s com-
panion; dog fighting is ‘inhu-
mane’; it is brutal, sadistic,
cannibalistic, and cruelty of
the worst kind; ‘barbaric, bar-
baric,’ let that word resound
across the country; what a sin!
I don’t understand how human
beings can so cruel to man’s
best friend.”

Byrd’s tirade reminded me
of a few other barbaric acts,
such as police shoving a stick
into Abner Louima’s rectum
and shooting Black men down
in the streets with 50 bullets,
40 bullets, or a few less than
that. It reminded me of
Nathaniel Jones, here in
Cincinnati, who was beaten
and suffocated by police offi-
cers, and Roger Owenshy, who
was choked to death by police
officers, and Kenneth Walker
in Georgia, who was shot by a
police officer, and Tyisha
Miller, shot some 14 times
while sitting in her car, and of
all kinds of “barbaric” acts by
humans against other humans.
Sad to say, we never hear sena-
tors ranting about those “bar-
baric” acts.

I have said it before: Black
life has never been valued in
this country, but now it has
really gone to the dogs. I don’t
know “who let the dogs out,”
but I sure am glad the “dog
days of summer” are coming to
an end.
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Marcia
Donaldson
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To protect your family, you
need more than the best inten-
tions — you need the right
“paperwork.” And you're
going to need it during two
distinct phases of your life:
your working years and your
retirement.

Let’s take a look at these time
periods, along with some of the
key documents you may need.

Working Years

While you're working, your
most valuable asset is your
income. Without it, your fami-

Business Directory To Advertise Call 972-606

98

The Right “Papers™ - At The Right Time - Can Protect Your Family

ly might not be able to pay off
the mortgage or send the kids to
college, and that’s why you need
to put the appropriate insurance
and protection policies to work.

You can typically purchase a
surprising amount of term
insurance, which, as the name
suggests, covers you for a speci-
fied number of years for rela-
tively modest premiums. In fact,
due to longer life expectancies
and other factors, term insur-
ance premiums, in general, have
actually gone down in recent
years.

Most term insurance policies
offer only a death benefit with
no cash value. So, if you don’t
die before your policy expires,

you will get nothing back from
the premiums you paid.
However, when you buy “per-
manent” insurance, such as
whole life, universal life or vari-
able universal life, your premi-
ums pay for both a death bene-
fit and an investment compo-
nent, and any earnings have the
potential to grow on a tax-
deferred basis.

Apart from life insurance, you
may need another important
document — a disability insur-
ance policy. An injury or illness
that prevents you from working
can seriously erode your savings
and investments, so you’ll want
to protect your income. Your
employer may offer some type of

group disability plan. But if this
plan doesn’t pay at least 60 per-
cent of your income, doesn’t pay
benefits to age 65 and has a
waiting period longer than your
savings can last, you may need
to look at supplemental private
disability insurance.

Retirement Years

When you retire, you’ll still
need to protect your family, but
at this stage of your life your
focus may be on leaving a lega-
cy. Toward that goal, you will
have some estate planning con-
siderations. And estate plans can
be complex, so you will need to
work with an attorney.

Of course, everyone’s situa-
tion is unique, but two of the

most common documents asso-
ciated with estate planning are
wills and living trusts.

If you don’t have a will, your
wishes may never be fully hon-
ored because state law will dic-
tate how your assets are divided.
And if you have no living rela-
tives, and you die intestate
(without a will), your estate will
go to the state.

If you only have a will, your
assets may have to pass through
probate, which can be time con-
suming and expensive. But with
a properly established living
trust, your assets can pass
directly to your beneficiaries,
without court interference, legal
fees, lengthy delays and public

disclosure. Also, a living trust
can give you more precise con-
trol over how and when you
want your assets dispersed.
You could, for example, have
money distributed to your
children or grandchildren in
installments, over a period of
years.

As you can see, you need to
have your “papers” in order to
properly take care of your fam-
ily — no matter where you are
on life’s journey.

Article  contributed by
Marcia Donaldson, a licensed
Financial ~ Advisor  with
Edward Jones Investments.
You can contact her at (972)
542-1530.]

Texas Government Hosts Marketing, Sales Seminar

Government Procurement
Services offers a one-day sem-
inar jam-packed with all of the
information you need to know
about doing business with
Texas government.

Benefits of attendance
include:
* What's new - Important

purchasing changes were made
during the last legislative ses-
sion. Find out how these
changes will effect you.

* How to market your busi-
ness to over 200 Texas state
agencies and 1600 local gov-
ernments

« Tips and resource tools
from a 30 year veteran in Texas
government purchasing

+ The public purchasing

process including bidders’
Car Dealer Reveals

Insider’s Credit Secrets to
Save You Money!

The offers sound enticing—
0% interest, no money down,
low monthly payments and
huge discounts. With offers
like these, you're sure to get a
good deal on a car, right? Not
necessarily. Seems like there’s
always a catch or fine print.
And that’s why most people
hate buying a car. They rank it
right up there with getting a
root canal—downright painful.
The basic problem is that most
people don’t understand how
car dealerships operate. So
they wind up paying too much.

That's where Mark Marine
comes in. A long-time car

lists, procurement methods, and
bidding dollar thresholds.

* How to position your busi-
ness to get a piece of the billions
of dollars spent annually by
‘Texas government.

« How to submit bids correct-
ly so they won’t be rejected.

« How the Public Information
Act can assist you in the bid
process.

+ How government encour-
ages participation by
Historically Underutilized
Businesses.

* The government payment
process.

* All types of purchases
including goods, services, con-
struction, information technol-
ogy, professional and consulting
services.

Things You Must Know Before

dealer and author of the book,
“Kick the Dealer...Not the
Tires!” (Motom Publishing),
Marine believes consumers need
to understand the role their
credit plays when buying a car.
And shocking as it may sound
having good credit does not
automatically mean you'll get
the best deal. “You may not
want to hear this but the people
getting the best price on a car
are people with bad credit,” says
Marine. “The car-buying expe-
rience is designed to allow deal-
ers to make up profits lost on
bad-credit sales by making big-
ger profits on good-credit sales.”

That's why Marine stresses
the importance of understand-
ing credit. He offers five key

Have you tried to sell your
products or services to the gov-
ernment in the past and were
frustrated by?

» Too much red tape

« Confusing bidding process

« Information difficult to find

* Rejected bids

If you have experienced any of
these problems or just want to
learn everything you need to
know to sell to Texas govern-
ment - then join us at a one-day
seminar on “How to Sell to
Government" coming to a con-
venient location near you:

Dates: September 11, 2007

Time: 8:30 am to 4:00 pm

Location: Homewood Suites

2214 Grapevine Mills Circle
W.

Grapevine, Texas 76051

points that he thinks all con-
sumers should know before they
even consider buying a new vehi-
cle:

1. Check your credit report.
Most credit reports contain
inaccurate information. It's up
to you to correct it—there’s no
government  agency  that
requires the credit report com-
panies to amend mistakes to
your report.

2. Good credit means you're
ripe for abuse. When you have
good credit, banks place fewer
restrictions on your loan and
that allows dealers to charge you
more. So it’s crucial to know
your lender’s conditions on your
loan up-front.

3. Bad credit means the bank

CREW Sponsors Real Estate Mento

Left to Right: David Cullers, Oklahoma State University; Aarica Nix, East
Central University; Kyle Brand, Collin County Community College;
Quiana Johnson, incoming Southern Methodist University MBA student;
and Tucker Thomas, Southern Methodist University Law School Graduate.

Irving Citizens
Encourage
City Council
To Add New
Position

The Irving City Council
will hold its next meeting at
7 p.m. on Thursday,
September 6, at the Civic
Center Complex, located at

825 West Irving Blvd.,
Irving, Tex.
During the Citizens’

Forum, Irving citizens are
invited to speak for three
minutes on matters relating
to City government and on
items not listed on the regu-
lar agenda. Concerned citi-
zens are encouraged to
attend and inform Council
leaders that a full time
Minority Women Business
Enterprise coordinator posi-
tion should be funded in the
upcoming budget.

People in the 40-some-
thing age group had a
choice of approximately
1,000 careers to choose
from upon graduation
from college. Today's
graduating students have
approximately 10 times or
10,000 careers to choose
from, a rather daunting
endeavor. As part of its
University Outreach pro-
gram, Commercial Real
Estate Women (CREW)
Dallas facilitated half-day

Who should attend?

Marketing, sales, and public
relations professionals, small
and minority business owners
and anyone interested in selling
their products or services to the
government.

Seminar Instructor: The
seminar is conducted by Janet
Hasty, CPPO, CTPM, a 30 year
veteran of Texas state govern-
ment purchasing. She has a
wealth of experience and knowl-
edge in Texas government pro-
curement and as such was a
major contributor to the Texas

Statewide Contract
Management Guide. She has
served as a Historically

Underutilized Business (HUB)
Coordinator at the state agency
level and has in depth knowl-

protects its money. When you
have bad credit, the bank places
more restrictions on the loan.
That gives dealers less wiggle
room to add on extras and
options. But bad credit still
means you have fewer options
when borrowing money.

4. Get pre-approved before
you visit any car dealer. That
way you know the conditions
placed on your loan up front.
Then the dealer is forced to
make a deal that fits the condi-
tions outlined by the bank—
again, eliminating that profit
wiggle room.

5. Have an exit strategy.
Don't let the lust for leather
seats and a premium sound sys-
tem melt your brain. When buy-

ring Event

mentoring for select stu-
dents interested in com-
mercial real estate. The
objective of the mentoring
was to give students from
various universities and
colleges the opportunity to
ask informational inter-
viewing questions and
“shadow”™ a professional.
The visiting  students
attended the CREW lunch-
eon to learn more about
CREW and to network
with the membership.

Collin County Black Chamber of Commerce
@ Meeting: Thursday, September 13, 2007

@ Location:

@ Time:

@ Persons Interested In Joining Contact:
Jamal Murray 972-838-1316
Terri Thomas 972-548-8000

ATTENTION!!!

McKinney Hou

1200 N Tennessee St

McKinney, TX
6:30 pm

sing Authority

edge regarding the HUB
Program and its complex
requirements. Janet is certified
as a Certified Public Purchasing
Officer by the National Institute
of Governmental Purchasing
and as a Certified Texas
Purchasing Manager by the
Texas Building and
Procurement Commission.
Janet is also a Certified Trainer
through the Texas Building and
Procurement Commission. She
has a bachelor’s degree in Public
Administration ~ from St
Edwards University and a mas-
ter's degree in Public Policy
from the University of Texas,
LBJ School of Public Affairs.
Janet enjoys working with the
vendor community and assisting
them in successfully growing

Buying A
ing a car, keep in mind at some
point you’ll sell that car. So you
have to be smart. You'll pay
much more for options than
you’ll recoup when selling it
down the road.

Marine says he also wants

their businesses through gov-
ernment  contracts. Her
knowledge and experience in
Texas government procure-
ment is rivaled by few others.
Janet is ready to share this
information with you and
knows that you will benefit
from the information provided
at the seminar --- all you need
to do is register now at our
website!

Register today. Space is lim-
ited. The cost is a only $299
for a full day seminar.

For more info contact the
Government  Procurement
Services located at 1307 West
Main Street, Suite B-163, Gun
Barrel City, TX 75156, by
phone at 888-254-7715 or by
email at info@gpstraining.biz.

Car

people to know that when it
comes to their credit, the best
thing they can do is pay their
bills on time. If they fall
behind, he warns them to
beware of ‘credit repair’ scams.

Buying A Car Page 6

ATTORNEY

Hiram McBeth 111

Attorney and Counselor at Law

No Charge for Consultation
CIVIL LITIGATION CLASS ACTIONS
- « Avandia (Type 2 Diabetes)
« Peanut Butter Contamination
(Code 2111 Peter Pan or Great Value)
«West Dallas Asbestos Exposure
« Personal Injury, Auto Accidents,
Defective Products, Workplace Injuries
« Corporations (Minority/DBE)

Not Certified By The Texas Board of Legal Specialization

(972) 498-8872

Se Habla Espafiol

FINANCIA

SERVICES

WHEN IT COMES TO YOUR T0-DO LIST,

PUT YOUR FUTURE FIRST.

Marcia Donaldson

Francal ddvior
AT2542.1530

mmm e el L

finan

To find out how
to get your

ial goals on

track, call today.

HAIR SALON

The Styling Salon &

It’s All AboutYou and Your Family

More than 25 years of Experience

: » Retouch Relaxer

Shampoo and Style

Call Today for Appointment 214-618-8180
8604 Preston Rd., Suite 119 « Plano, Texas 75024
(Preston Village Shopping Center)

T Retouch Relaxer ... ... $55 (Reg. $65) :
Full Highlights, Cut and Style .$95 (Reg. $140) |
........ $35 (Reg. $45) :
Swedish Massage (30 Minutes)
Basic Manicure and Pedicure . . .$35 (Reg. $40) :

*Wednesday’s Special . . .Men’s $12 « Boy’s $10 !

1
1
1
, FREE Eyebrow Waxing
1
L

(with full hair service)

.$30 (Reg. $40) 1
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House Of Blues And The Silent
Partner Present Average White Band
Support Fondue Monks On Sept. 21

AWB are widely regarded as
one of the best soul and funk
bands in the history of music.
Though perhaps best known
for their timeless instrumental
mega-hit 'Pick Up the Pieces'
the band's strength actually lay
in their consistently accom-
plished song writing, stretch-
ing across several gold selling
albums and multiple Grammy
nominations for the legendary
Atlantic Records. Somewhat
incongruously, given their
Scottish roots, the six piece
took the influences of their
R&B heroes - people like
Marvin Gaye, James Brown,
Donny Hathaway and others -
and developed their own
‘authentic’ sound which was
eagerly adopted by black audi-
ences in the US and elsewhere.

Whilst a good number of
cuts — “Cut The Cake” and
“Let's Go ‘Round Again” to
name but two - attracted chart
action as hit singles, many
other album tracks, like
“Schoolboy ~ Crush”  and

“Person to Person” became
much sampled and turn-tabled
“rare” grooves. Many more

tunes, such as “Cloudy”, “A
Love Of Your

Own” and

members Alan Gorrie and
Onnie Mclntyre - continues to
record and tour around the
world to ongoing critical and
audience acclaim. All this and

“Nothing You Can Do” -
amongst many others- stand
alongside some of the finest soul
‘album tracks' ever recorded.
The current line-up of the
band - this time with noted US
recruits augmenting founding

more is perfectly illustrated in
the band's latest release Soul
And The City which showcases
the breadth and depth of the
band's material, all captured
within the excitement of a 2006
live performance.

Rover DramaWerks Announces
Auditions For Two Rooms

Two Rooms illuminates both
the numbing agony of one man
taken hostage by political ter-
rorists and also the helpless fury
of those who are left behind, a
loved one impatient for some-
thing to be done, and officials
who feel they must be guided
by logic rather than emotion.
Written in 1988, Two Rooms
serves to remind us of our past
and gives us pause to consider
our present and what the future
may hold, including the sense of
futility and despair that comes
when people of goodwill realize
that logic, compassion and fair-
ness have become meaningless
when dealing with those who
would commit such barbarous
acts so willingly.

Auditions are  Tuesday,
September 11 from 7:00 to
9:30 p.m.; Wednesday,
September 12 from 7:00 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. (Callbacks, if

needed, will follow.)

Appointments are required.
For an appointment time, please
email auditionsO7@roverdrama
werks.com.

Auditions  will be at the
ArtCentre of Plano, 1039 East
15th St., at the corner of 15th
and K Avenue in downtown
Plano, 3 blocks east of Cox
Building Playhouse.

Roles are as follows:

Michael: Male, 30s. Once a
university professor, now a
hostage in the Lebanese civil
war.

Lainie: Female, 30s.
Michael's wife, a natural biology
professor, advocate for her hus-
band's release.

Walker:  Male, 20s-40s.
Newspaper reporter covering
Michael's capture and Lainie's

struggle.
Ellen: Female, 20s-40s.
Government  representative

assigned to Lainie and Michael's
case.

The roles of Ellen and Walker
have been cast.

Other information:

Auditions will consist of read-
ings from the script. Please email
auditionsO7@roverdramawerks.c
om for an appointment, and a
script will be sent to you. Be
familiar with the script before
auditioning.

A resume and head shot is
requested.

Rehearsals will begin October
3 and will be at the ArtCentre of
Plano.

Two Rooms is the first show of
Rover Dramawerks' 2007-2008
Season and will be performed at
the Cox Building Playhouse,
1517 H Avenue in Plano.
Performance dates are
November 1-17. 2007.

Actors and technicians will
receive stipends.

31-Year Old Dallas Based Arts
Institution Kicks Off New Season With
Star-Studded Program Line Up

The Black Academy of Arts
and Letters (TBAAL) is unveil-
ing an unbelievable line up of
programs ranging from comedy
to spoken word, dance, film, lit-
erary discussion, music, theatre
and more for its dynamic 31st
season.

“"When we opened our 30th

season with celebrities, luminaries
and legends like Academy Award
winner Louis Gossett Jr., Emmy
winner Della Reese and Grammy
winner Peabo Bryson, | felt that
TBAAL had truly evolved to
another level as an institution
whose mission is to preserve, pro-
mote and perpetuate the arts and

letters of African, Caribbean and
African American artists and
scholars,” said Curtis King,
TBAAL founder and president.
"I am even more excited to be a
part of a body of institutions that
thrive to bring the best cultural
arts and entertainment to the
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Email Entertainment
News And Events to

Entertair thD

Jazz Friday

Sept. 21st
7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
(Food Served)

Stephanie Ward Gallery
920 18th Street » Plano, TX 75074
469-229-0024

Join us for the smooth Jazz sounds at our next Jazz Friday.
Ticket prices $20 in advance and $25 at the door.
Hot food and wine included in the price.

Come relax browse in the gallery and mix
and mingle with out jazz and art lovers.

Group Dis:

214.957.4145

bodyreshapeplan.com
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The New 2008 Scion XB By Toyota

By: Stu Livingston

Toyota has revamped its
Scion xB for 2008 with a wider
body and more power, albeit at
the expense of its edgy, if not
quirky, body style. The new xB
has been Americanized with a
less boxy, more traditional
style.

It is over a foot longer than
the 2006 model, four inches of
that going to the wheel base.
Toyota has added almost three
inches to the width, but has

pretty tough for a vehicle in its
class. And if you want even more
oomph in this peppy vehicle, get
the dealer to have a supercharg-
er bolted on (as an option), giv-
ing you around 200 hp.

The list of standard equip-
ment is impressive and includes
cruise control, power windows,
audio controls on the steering
wheel, a six-speaker sound sys-
tem with Pioneer audio system
with  AM/FM  and CD
player/MP3 reader, air-condi-

=y

taken just over an inch from
the height of the 2008 model.
Taller passengers may not like
the fit as the front and back
seating areas have lost some
headroom, but with the extra
inches in width, passengers
won't feel as if they're sitting
on top of each other. Rear leg
room remains the same, but
front leg room has a few inches
less, even with the longer body.

The ride feels more stable
and is smoother than the 2006
model, thanks to a torsion-
beam rear suspension and the
MacPherson strut front sus-
pension. Powering the extra
636 pounds of weight is a base
Camry engine. The 2008
engine is up from 1.5 liters to
2.4, with an added 53 horse-
power bringing it to 158 hp,
and 162 Ibs-ft torque - that’s

tioning, remote keyless entry,
sports driver seat with height
adjustment, sports passenger
seat, front center armrest, a full
dashboard console and partial
floor console with covered stor-
age box. Not bad for a sticker
price around $16,600.

The 2008 xB comes with
four-wheel disc brakes, ABS,
traction control and electronic
stability control. It also has driv-
er front airbag with multi-stage
deployment, and passenger
front airbag with occupant sen-
sors and multi-stage deploy-
ment. Height adjustable 3-point
reel front seat belts on driver
seat and passenger seat with pre-
tensioners are standard equip-
ment, as are the front and rear
side curtain airbags. The
Insurance Institute for Highway
Safety gave the 2008 Scion xB a
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“There is no such thing as
credit repair,” says Marine.
“These companies claim they
can hide or remove negative
information from your credit
report, even if that information
is true. But they can’t. What's
even worse is that after they’ve
‘repaired’ your credit, your
score drops even lower than

When it comes to your credit
and buying a new car, Marine
advises consumers to be
informed. Check your credit
score, get pre-approved first,
and plan your exit strategy. “A
car purchase will affect your
economic life for roughly three
to seven years,” says Marine.
“That’s a long time to be stuck
in a bad deal. Get pre-

Good rating (the best for 11HS)
in frontal impact crash test
results. Side and rear impact
crash test results aren’t avail-
able. And with the modifications
made to this years model, the xB
has moved from minicar classifi-
cation to small car.

Toyota’s 2008 Scion xB is
now up against contenders in

the small car ion, due

Career O

ortunities - Contact Marketing to advertise in
our career opportunity section 972-606-7498 Fax or Email copy for
quote: Fax: 972-509-9058; Email: opportunity@monthegazette.com

to weight and length modifica-
tions. With a sticker price lower
than most of its contenders,
standard features numerous
enough that you can’t remem-
ber them all, plenty of safety
features and a new powerful
engine, the competition has
room to worry.

Career Opportunities - Contact Marketing to advertise in our|

career opportunit

n 972-606-7498 F:

or Email copy for quote:

Fax: 972-509-9058; Email: opportunity@monthegazette.com

$10 - $12

Per Hour

Seeking An Energetic,
Telephone Advertising Sales
Pro For Classified and Small

Business Accounts.

Must have: Experience, Sales
Skills, Good People Skills, the
Ability to Close. Part-Time
(aprox. 20 hrs per week).
Hourly pay + Commission +
Bonuses

Call: 972-606-3891 voicemail
Email: trj1909@tx.rr.com or
publisher@monthegazette.com

City OF
PLANO, TEXAS

POLICE HOTLINE
(972) 941-7299

FIRE HOTLINE
(972) 941-7402

Famo
]
!

24 HOUR
CAREER INFORMATION HOTLINE
(972) 941-7116

Trying to Get
Your Foot in
the Door?

Community Newspaper
seeking Freelance
Writers to cover
Community Events.
Familiarty with AP style
a plus. Please send your
resume along with a
writing sample.
Attn: Publisher

publisher@monthegazette.com
Phone: 972-606-3891
Email: trj1909@tx.rr.com
EOE

Graphic Artist
Needed Part-Time

Email Resume to

trj1909@tx.rr.com

or Leave Message
at 972-606-3891

SmMALL CoOMPANY

Needs Office Assistant
For

Part-time Work During Day

Mature * Microsoft Software
Organized/Efficient « Light Collection Work
Punctual « Professional

Fax or email resume to 972-509-9058 or
trj1909@tx.rr.com
Leave Message (voicemail) 972-606-3891

Looking for
a Fun Job?

We are currently looking
for Photographers.

If you have Photo
Journalism
experience or excellent
photography skills,
please email or fax your
resume to:

Attn: Publisher
Email:

Home Page: www.plan:

P FAX (972) 941-7239
AA /| EOE /ADA

Phone: 972-606-3891
Email: trj1909@tx.rr.com
EOE

ARROITON:

CITY OF CARROLLTON

LEwTsviLLE

Current Full-Time & Part Time Openings

POSITION STARTING SALARY CLOSES
N Starting Salary: $49,832 increasing to
PI"““)O"'““ after completion of field-training pr 11/16/07
Police Department yo0s0781
‘Traffic Engineer berendenton qunlifct
Community - Shenendenton qualifcaions | it Fijeq
Development
Mecha Starting Salary: $31,578
Public Services FY0607-90 09/06/07

For a complete listing of available positions,
please call the Job line or visit our Internet site.
Full Time Employees are eligible for: Health, Dental, Vision & life
insurance, Retirement Plan, Two Weeks Paid Vacation, Nine Paid Holidays

APPLY:  On line at www.cityoflewisville.com or at the Human
Resources Department; 151 W. Church St./P.O. Box 299002
Lewisville, TX 75029-9002; Tel: (972) 219-3450
Job Line: (972) 219-5000 Code 1346; Fax: (972) 219-5005

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

before you went to them.” approved.”

Career Opportunities - Contact Marketing to advertise in

our career opportunity section 972-606-7498 Fax or Email copy for
quote: Fax: 972-509-9058; Email: opportunity@monthegazette.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Position: FULL-TIME ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE
News Talk 660 KSKY-AM located in Irving, TX is
looking for a full-time Account Executive with
outside sales experience. Candidate should
have an understanding of news talk format and
be ready to hit the ground running. Previous
news talk radio sales experience a plus. 2
years sales experience required.

Please fax a letter along with a brief
resume to Bob Johnson, Sales Manager at
214-561-9662 or email to bjohnson@ksky.com.
NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE!

News Talk 660 KSKY-AM is a
subsidiary of Salem Communications,
an equal opportunity employer.

Civil Engineer—Building Inspection
Permit Specialist
Public Safety Dispatcher
School Crossing Guard
Seasonal Maintenance Worker

Senior Plans Examiner

To view/apply for a career opportunity go to:
http://www.cityofcarrollton.com
Click on "Jobs" at the bottom of the page
Click on "Apply Here" to complete your online application
or Call our Job Hotline to hear a list of open positions
Job HotLine: (972) 466-3376
Committed to Quality Customer Service
Equal Opportunity Employee

GARLAND FIRE DEPARTMENT
Do YouWant a Job or a Career?
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Starting August 20, 2007

The Garland Fire Department is looking for men
and women interested in a career as a firefighter/para-
medic. You must be between the ages of 18 and 35 with
a high school diploma or GED. Starting salary is
$42,876. Apply at the Personnel Office located at 200
North 5th Street or download application from website
www.garlandfire.com. Call our Recruiter at 972-205-
2976 for more information about this very exciting,
challenging, and rewarding career.

DEADLINE September 14, 2007
A CAREER FOR LIFE

CURRENT JOB OPENING

with KWRD-FM The Word 100.7 FM

KWRD-FM is looking for candidates who have

been successful in outside sales. A commit-

ment to the programming and the mission of

KWRD is critical. Previous radio sales experi-
ence is not necessary.

If you're interested in this position with
KWRD-FM, please fax an introductory
letter along with your resume to
Easy Ezell at 214-561-9662.

NO PHONE CALLS PLEASE!

KWRD-FM is a subsidiary
Salem Communications,
an equal opportunity employer.
Posted 6/26/06

IRVING

DO YOU WANT AN EXCITING
AND REWARDING CAREER?

PURSUE A CAREER AS A POLICE OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER!

« Competitive wages

« Array of benefits

« Education incentive pay
* ... and more

SIGN UP TO TAKE
THE CITY OF IRVING'S NEXT
CIVIL SERVICE ENTRANCE EXAM.
CALL (972) 721-2532 TO REGISTER.
The City of Irving does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, reli-
gion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of services.
WWW.CLIrving.tx.us

& City OF PLANO

invites applications for POLICE OFFICER.
The Plano Police Department is a nationally
accredited law enforcement agency with strong
community values. Historically, Plano achieves
one of the lowest crime rates for Texas cities
with a population over 100,000. Training and
equipment are provided. After 36 months, a
Plano officer’s base salary is more than $66,000.

The City of Plano Civil Service Entrance
Examination will occur on
Saturday, October 20, 2007 at 8:00 AM.

You must pre-register to take the exam.
Additional information, eligibility requirements, and
registration packets are available by
phoning the hotline at 972-941-2436
or by visiting www.planopolice.org.
Registration forms must be received prior to
5:00 P.M. on Thursday, September 27, 2007.
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