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The News

Dr. Claire A. Nelson has
been actively engaged in the
business of international
development for over twenty
years, working in the area of
project development and
management, with a partic-
ular focus on private sector
development.

The first  Jamaican
woman to hold a Doctorate
degree in an engineering
discipline, Dr. Nelson holds
Industrial  Engineering
Degrees from the State University of New York at Buffalo,

Purdue University, and a Doctorate in Engineering
Management from the George Washington University. She
has served on numerous Boards and Committees includ-
ing: US Department of Commerce US/Caribbean Business
Development Council; Advisory Board; DC Caribbean

Carnival  Associatiol International Think Tank,
Commission on Pan-African Affairs, Office of the Prime
Minister of Barbados; Task Force on International Finance,
Constituency  for  Africa; National ~Democratic
Institute/Carter Center Election Observer Mission to the
Dominican Republic; Board of Directors, Caribbean
Heritage Group; Imernauonal C it National

VNA Needs Volunteers To
"Adopt A Grandpa™”

VNA Eldercare volunteers assist the homebound elderly
with shopping, escorted transportation, and errands,
as well as provide needed companionship.

The Visiting Nurse Association's
Eldercare program is looking for volunteers
to visit the homebound elderly in the
Dallas area and provide assistance with
shopping, escorted transportation, errands,

and other outings.

Volunteer training
will be held on
September 19 from
noon to 12:45 p.m. at
the VNA headquar-
ters on 1600 Viceroy
Drive, 4th floor, in
Dallas. There is no
cost to attend the
class Volunteer train-
also  be
scheduled by

Additional infor-
mation about
Eldercare volunteer
training can  be
obtained by contacting
Nancy Jellinek, VNA
Eldercare Coordinator, at
214-689-2209 or
jellinekn@vnatexas.org.

Society of Black Eng Quality

Management Consultants. Her past affiliations include:
Executive Committee, Organization of Caribbean
Businesspersons; and Montgomery County Committee on
Ethnic Affairs.

Residents of Allen who
are experiencing gum reces-
sion, gum disease or need
dental implants or other oral
plastic surgery are lucky
because board certified peri-
odontist Fatima Robertson,
DDS, PA opened for busi-
ness in March of 2006.
Known for her compas-
sionate, gentle chair-side
manner, Dr. Robertson is
committed to providing
comprehensive, quality care.
Her passion for her work and patients shines through in
everything she does. "I enjoy getting to know my patients
and helping them make an informed decision about dental
care," Robertson said.

After receiving her bachelor's degree and DDS simultane-
ously from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, as part of
an accelerated degree program, Dr. Robertson worked as a
general dentist for three years. She then returned to the
University of Missouri for an advanced education program
in Periodontics. According to Dr. Robertson, her experience
in general dentistry has enhanced her ability to serve her
patients as a periodontist. Patients can rest assured that they
are always getting quality, comprehensive care. Dr.
Robertson is committed to making certain her patients are
aware of any potential problems they may have, whether a
crack in a tooth or a spot on the tongue.

“"Having a background in general dentistry allows me to
broaden my perspective a bit,” Dr. Robertson said. "A com-
prehensive approach to oral health care yields a properly
phased treatment plan for the patient.”

Venton Jones, a native of Dallas,
Texas, graduated from Texas A&M

University in 2006 with a B.S. in
Community Health. Jones is a vol-
unteer Community Outreach
Specialist ~ with  Abounding
Prosperity, Incorporated. He has
been involved in HIV/STD pre-
vention and education since 2004.
Using his Public Health back-
ground and work in the communi-
ty, Jones strives to increase preven-
tion and awareness of HIV and
other STDs in the African-
American community. He currently serves on the Texas
HIV/STD Prevention Planning Group. In addition to con-
tinuing his work as a health educator, Jones is pursuing his
Master in Health Care Administration degree from the
University of Texas at Arlington. In his free time, Jones
enjoys traveling, cooking, and music.
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College In Nigeria Slammed
For Compulsory HIV Testing

Christian university says it is trying to
promote high moral standards

A private Christian university in Nigeria has
come under fire from activists and health offi-
cials over its policy of compelling students to
undergo HIV and pregnancy tests.

Earlier this year, Covenant University, in
Otta, a town near the port city of Lagos, in
Ogun State, introduced mandatory testing for
new students and those about to graduate, as
part of its “Total Man” concept. The universi-
ty says this ensures that its graduates are not
only academically sound but of high moral
standard. Pregnant students who cannot prove
they are legally married risk suspension or
expulsion. Covenant University - rated as the
best private tertiary institution in Nigeria last
year - implements a strict code of behavior: all
students have to live on the campus and,
among other restrictions, are not allowed to
use mobile phones.

"With the level of moral
decadence in our society, the
Covenant University is deter-
mined to ensure the purity of
our graduates before they are
released into the society. They
must be found worthy both
academically and morally,"
said Chancellor Bishop David
Oyedepo, of Living Faith
Church, which owns the uni-
versity.

The controversial policy has
caused an outcry among
HIV/AIDS activists and gov-
ernment officials, who have
warned that the move could
be a setback in tackling the
country's widespread problem
of stigma and discrimination.
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Jena Judge Reduces Charges

College students
nationwide

A judge has thrown out one of
the two charges against the first
Black student tried for beating
up aWhite student at Jena High
School, saying juveniles cannot
be charged with conspiracy in
adult court.

But Judge J.P. Mauffray Jr.
rejected arguments that, for the
same reason, he should throw
out the aggravated second-
degree battery charge on which
Mychal Bell, 17, also was con-
victed.

The judge's decision means
Bell will face at most 15 years in
prison rather than 22 1/2 when
he is sentenced Sept. 20.

Bell, the first of the students
known as the "Jena Six" to go on
trial, was 16 when he was
charged with attempted murder
of the White student, Justin
Barker.

The attack on Barker, 18,
came amid tense race relations
in Jena, a mostly White town of
3,000 in north-central
Louisiana where racial tensions
have escalated since incidents

rally

that started last school year at
Jena High. After a Black stu-
dent sat under a tree on the
school campus where White
students traditionally congre-
gated, three nooses were hung
in the tree. Students accused of
placing the nooses were sus-
pended from school for a short
period.

The six Black students were
accused of beating and kicking
Barker on Dec. 4. A motive for
the attack was never estab-
lished. Barker was treated at a
hospital emergency room and
released after about three
hours.

Murder and attempted mur-
der are charges on which a
juvenile can be tried as an
adult, but aggravated battery is
not, defense attorney Bob Noel
argued.

He said LaSalle Parish
District Attorney Reed Walters
used “bait-and-switch" tactics
to try Bell as an adult. Bell was
indicted on a charge of
attempted murder, but Walters
changed to the battery charge

Jena Judge Page 3

Wrap-A-Loc Workshop
And Hair Day Happening

Sonya Nandi Gilkey, the Atlanta-based inven-
tor of the revolutionary dual hair-styling tool and
lock-wrapping technique is coming to Dallas to
teach workshop participants how to turn ordinary
locks into beautiful spiral curls!

The Wrap-A-Lock Workshop, sponsored by A
Nappy Hair Affair (ANHA), will be held on
Sunday, Sept. 23, from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m. at the
Ice House Cultural Center, 1004 W. Page St.,
Dallas, Tex.

The workshop will be followed by ANHA's tra-
ditional Hair Day gathering which will be held
from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m.

Professional hair stylists who want to offer their
clients versatile styling options, have eagerly
embraced the Wrap-A-Loc workshops which are
conducted internationally.  But the easy-to-
understand workshops are also popular among
regular folks who prefer styling their hair them-
selves.

The versatile Wrap-A-Loc tool can actually be
worn undetectable in the hair as part of the style.
When removed, it creates a head full of curls that
are ready to be styled.

The Wrap-A-Loc Workshop fee is $75 per per-
son. Products and material will be available for
purchase.  Register ~ online today at
www.wrapaloc.com. Seating limited.

Even if you do not participate in the workshop
you will have an opportunity to meet "Sistah
Nandi* and purchase her products at the Hair
Day gathering. Doors will open for Hair Day at

3:30 pm. Donation is $3 for
youths and adults. "Village-
trained” children, free.

Hair Day is a grass roots, social
gathering where the emphasis is
placed on grooming natural and
African-inspired hairstyles. Most
of the participants are not stylists
but ordinary people who come
seeking someone to do their hair
and are willing to return the
favor. Relaxation, networking
and creative expression also take
place at these events. While the
emphasis is placed on celebrating
hair with Africa at its roots, peo-
ple of all hair textures are wel-
come to attend and participate!

Hair Day participants bring a
potluck dish, snacks or non-alco-
holic drink to share at the gather-
ing. If you want to get your hair
done, bring your own towel and
hair products.

The Wrap-A-Loc Workshop
and Hair Day gathering is sup-
ported in part by the City of
Dallas Office of Cultural Affairs
and the Texas Commission on
the Arts.

For more information, go to
www.nappyhairaffair.com.

DCHHS Launches Television Series
“Healthy Lives, Healthy Families” As
Part Of National Preparedness Month

On the set of Dallas County Health and Human Services' telovision series,
Healthy Lives, Healthy Families. Shown left to right: Jennifer McMillian,
Ph.D., Assistant Director of DCHHS Public Health Preparedness Division
and the show’s host interviews Mary Katherine Sanchez, Ph.D., DCHHS

Epidemiology Program Planner during episode 2.

Dallas County Health and
Human Services (DCHHS) is
pleased to announce the
launch of its new television
series “Healthy Lives, Healthy
Families.” The series will
make its premiere Tuesday,
September 11, 2007, on
Cable Access Channel 27A in

the 8 p.m. time slot. A sec-
ond episode will follow in the
8:30 p.m. time slot. The four-
part series will air weekly in
the time on cable access
channels in Dallas.

“There are so many impor-
tant public health issues, such
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Garland Announces Plans For
2007 Neighborhood Summit

The City of Garland’s Office
of Neighborhood Vitality will
host its annual Neighborhood
Summit on October 27, 2007.
The theme for this year’s event
is “Built to Last.” As Garland
nears buildout, ensuring the
health and sustainability of
neighborhoods is a high priori-
ty. What all healthy neighbor-
hoods have in common are res-
idents who connect through
shared commitment and
shared responsibility. Building
social capital is as important as
protecting the physical envi-
ronment of neighborhoods.

“Last year, the Summit
kicked off the City’s new
Strategy for Vital

Neighborhoods. This year we
want to share what we've
learned during this first year
of the Strategy and offer
Summit attendees the chance
to dig deeper into some of
those issues,” says Felisa
Conner, the City’s
Neighborhood Vitality
Manager. “We hope to pro-
vide participants with insight
and tools in building neigh-
borhoods that last.”

The Summit will offer
workshops on several topics
including managing change in
diverse neighborhoods, com-
munity policing as a neighbor-
hood management tool, goal
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It’s arguably one of the most
eye-catching events to float
through the Texas skyline, prov-
ing that more than 70,000 annu-
al attendees can’t be wrong.

The annual EDS Credit
Union Plano Balloon
Festival will be held on

September 21, 22, and 23 at
Oak Point Park, 2801 E.
Spring Creek Parkway. This
year’s festival boasts three
days filled with activities and
events for the entire family,
including five balloon
launches, performances by
local groups, a drum-a-thon
of sounds from metroplex
drummers, and arts, crafts
and activities designed espe-
cially for kids.

Admission to the Balloon
Festival is $5 per person for an
event ticket; $8 per person for
a 1-day ticket; $4 per person
for discounted admission (9
am. to 3 p.m.); $1 off for
Seniors 65 and over; and kids
under 36 inches are free.

DART Rail is the official
transportation provider for
the event; busses run contin-
uously from 6 a.m. to 10
p.m. Prime parking ($10 per
car) is available at Collin
County Community College
Spring Creek Campus, Oak
Point Recreation Center, and

First United  Methodist
Church. Offsite parking ($5
per car) is available at the
Plano Centre, 2000 E. Spring
Creek Parkway.

For more information about
the Plano Balloon Festival, visit
www.planoballoonfest.org.

Communit

Plano Skyline Turns Into A ‘Kaleidoscope Of Color’

Spotlight

More Than 25,000 People Expected Downtown For
Annual Heart Walk Featuring Free Health Screenings,
Cooking Demonstrations And Entertainment

NFL Hall of Fame 18-
Wheeler Exhibition and
Healthy Choice Cooking
Demonstrations Among the
Headliner Events

The  American  Heart
Association Dallas Division
will host the 2007 Start! Heart
Walk Dallas on Saturday,
September 15, 2007, at
Victory Park, located at 2500
Victory Avenue, on the Plaza
of the American Airlines
Center. The 3-mile non-com-
petitive walk begins at 8:30
a.m. and will last until 11:00

a.m. The event promotes walk-
ing as a part of a healthy
lifestyle and raises funds to sup-
port cardiovascular research
and education programs for the
Dallas community.

One of the highlights of the
morning will be the NFL Hall
of Fame 18-wheeler. Walkers
can view the exhibition of mem-
orabilia from throughout the
history of football. The NFL is a
national  partner of the
American Heart Association
and promotes heart- healthy
lifestyles for children who are

entering their teen years. Some
of the Dallas Cowboys cheer-
leaders will be on-hand during
the opening ceremonies.

The family-oriented event is
expected to attract more than
25,000 people, (including more
than 100 companies and their
families) who will be walking to
fight heart disease.

Heart disease is the nation’s
number one killer, claiming the
lives of 870,000 people each
year. In Dallas, more than 4,500
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Around

Ongoing

African American
Republican Club of Collin
County: Collin  County’s
newest Republican Club
meets on the 4th Tuesday of
every month at Collin
County Republican Party
Headquarters beginning at 7
p.m. The purpose of this club
is for men and women to dis-
cuss issues important to
African American
Republicans. For more info,
please call Fred Moses at 972
618 7027 or email him at
fred@tes.com.

DFW Financially
Empowered Women is a
group for women interested
in taking charge of their
financial security. We meet
monthly for lunch or dinner
and a fun, informative semi-
nar on various financial top-
ics. For more information
call 972 542 1530 or visit
www.meetup.com/378.

September 14

Freedom Reader's Club
For Teens: “Empowering our
communities through knowl-
edge, imagination and
action.” This is a place where
ideas, thoughts and imagina-
tion roam; where young cre-
ative minds prepare to grow,
organize and develop our
world. This is a reader’s club
for 14-18 year olds and
mature 13 year olds. The
club shares its company with
guest speakers who have lit-
erary open minds and who
can offer encouragement to

Sponsored By:

—
=

the members. The club will meet
at Halfprice Books, 5803 E.
Northwest Highway at 6 p.m.
Admission is free, and refresh-
ments will be provided. Email
Nnanyamka@aol.com or call 972-
874-2347 for more information.
September 14
12th Annual Sickle Cell Disease
Association of Dallas: Golf tourna-
ment  fundraiser event at
Riverchase Golf Club in Coppell.
Entrance fee is $125 per individu-
als and $400 per foursome. Price
includes green fees, electric cart,
breakfast, lunch, tee gifts, and sou-
venir photos. Registration and
breakfast begin at 7 a.m. with a
shotgun start at 8 a.m. Players can
register by downloading an entry
form from www.sicklecell
dallas.org or calling 214-942-
1262. Sponsorships and donations
are welcome, and volunteers are
needed to assist with the event. All
proceeds go to funding sickle cell
screening and testing for the com-
munity. For more information,
email mfg@sicklecelldallas.org.
September 15
Denton Blues Festival features
blues artists from around the
globe, free food and free drink.
The festival is located at the
Quckertown Park Mckinney &
Bell in Denton. Hosted by the
Denton Black Chamber Of
Commerce. The festivities start at
3 p.m. Admission is free. Call 940-
565-9015 for more information.
September 15
FREE Jazz Onstage Concert at
the Plaza Theatre in Garland, fea-
turing saxophonist and pianist Ray
Baker. The show starts at 7:30

p.m. Call 972-461-0857 for more
information.
September 15

FREE HUD-approved
Homebuyer Education Classes: If
you dream of owing a home but
need help buying one, come and
learn about how to get started.
Hosted by the City of Lewisville’s
First Time Homebuyer Program,
this class is HUD-approved, free,
and open to the public. The class
will walk you through the entire
home buying process, including
getting the loan that's right for
your household budget, shopping
for your dream home, dealing with
credit issues, and how to insure
and inspect your new home. Also
learn how you could qualify for up
to $19,000 through the City of
Lewisville Homebuyer Assistance
Program. Professionals from all
industries are present to answer
questions. All students receive free
HUD-approved certificates of
completion and lunch. Full day
attendance is required. The semi-
nar lasts from 8:30 am. - 4:30
p.m. and is located at 400 High
School Dr. Lewisville. Email arin-
con@cityoflewisville.com or call
972-219-5026 for further infor-
mation.

September 15

17th Annual NAACP Freedom
Fund Banquet: “One Band- One
Sound (Unity) The Key To Victory.”
The NAACP Garland Branch will
be hosting the 17th annual
Freedom Fund Banquet at GISD
Special Events Center, 4999
Naaman Forest Blvd. (off of George
Bush turnpike at North Garland
Road. The banquet will include a

35 E. R.L. Thorton Frwy.,

tesinc.
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ADI's professional services were
instrumental in the construction of
the Zuma Entertainment Center.

WE PROVIDE PROFESSIONAL
ENGINEERING,
ARCHITECTURAL,
ENVIRONMENTAL AND
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH
SERVICES To THE WORLD
Suite 605
(214) 760-7112 « (214) 242-2742 fax

m « adiengineering(
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$69* DIVO
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Criminal Defense

« DWI / Suspended License
= WARRANTS Removed*

= 24 Hour Jail Release”

« Occupational license, felonies
= Protective Order

= Misdeamenor/Felonies

= Divorce / Annulment

- Child Support / Paternity
= Custody Modification

« Restraining Order

= Protective Order

« Name Change / Adoption
« Domestic Violence

Open On Weekends

Law Offices Of Vincent Ndukwe

214-638-5930

817-277-0196 (Metro)

Easy Payment Plans

2730 N. Stemmons Frwy, Suite 409 « Dallas, TX 75207

Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization
¥ 1 you qualy, Fees quated above are minmu down payment needed (0 begin procesSig your case.

silent auction, beginning at 6 p.m.
and also will feature special guest
speaker Craig Watkins- Dallas
County District Attorney. Awards
will be presented for Educator of the
‘Year, Community Service Volunteer,
Minority Business Owner, and
Communications Award. Banquet
tables are available for $450 and
individual tickets for $45. Call 972-
381-5044, Box #5 with any ques-
tions.
September 15

The Potter's House
International Bazaar: This excit-
ing outdoor event will expose you
to other cultures as you visit coun-
tries thousands of miles away
without leaving Dallas. The expo
includes International Cuisine,
International Exhibits, Cultural
Entertainment, Hands-On
Demonstrations, Language
Learning Sessions, Live
Performances, International
Fashion Show, and Children’s
Activities including face painting,
bounce houses, a book fair and
more! Terra Cotta International is
accepting vendors who own or
operate a restaurant and vendors
that sell cultural artifacts, fashion
or jewelry and more. If you would
like to register as a vendor, con-
tact Joy Sparrow at 214-333-
6360, ext. 7 or e-mail
tci@tdjakes.org. Space is limited
so act fast! All proceeds support
international humanitarian efforts
to help children around the world.
This event is located at 6777 W.
Kiest Blvd, and it will last from 11
am. to 6 p.m. Admission is
FREE. Call 214-333-6360 or
email tci@tdjakes.org, for more

information.
September 16
Jesse  McGowen Elementary
School Dedication will be held in
McKinney at 4:30 p.m. The
school is located at 4300
Columbus Drive, between Hardin
and Lake Forest Drive, in the
Avalon neighborhood.
September 21
Dallas Jazz Saxophonist David
Carr Jr. will perform while George
Knock exhibits his nationally
renowned sculptures.
Presentation will be 7-9 p.m. at
the Stephanie Ward Gallery, 920
18th St., Plano TX 75074. Call
469-229-0024 for more informa-
tion.
September 22
18th Annual Chili Cook-Off
will be held at the American
Legion Post #321 located at 1236
Ave. J near 14th street, in down-
town Plano. The cook out will
include raffles, great food, chil-
dren’s activities, and a juried chili
cook-off. All proceeds go to sup-
port the Collin  County
Committee of Aging, a 32-year-
old, non-profit organization that
provides Meals on Wheels,
Caregiver Support, Silver Threads
Thrift Store, and CCART. The
event hours are from11:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. with judging from 1:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m., and entry to the
event is free. The chili cook-off is
open for additional entries; tro-
phies will be awarded for 1st — 5th
place, Showmanship, and People’s
Choice. Call 972-423-5423 for
more information.
September 22
Irving Health Center Opening

Celebration Health Fair:
Irving’s health fair and
resource information.
Located at 1800 N. Britain
Rd., Irving Health Center
Parkland Health & Hospital
System. The convention will
last from10 a.m. - 2 p.m., and
admission is FREE. For more
information, call 214-266-
1232 or email
bmmora@parknet.pmh.org.
September 28

Baseball As  America
Exhibit: an intricate baseball
exhibit organized by the
National Baseball Hall of
Fame and Museum. Baseball
As America is the most signif-
icant exhibition of baseball
artifacts and history ever
assembled. The exhibition
educates and informs visitors
about the many ways in
which this national pastime
mirrors and influences the
always-evolving ~ American
culture. Included in the exhi-
bition are baseball “firsts,”
such as the first ball pitched
by CyYoung in the firstWorld
Series in 1903 and historic
photographs and artifacts
from Babe Ruth, Jackie
Robinson, Joe DiMaggio and
a host of other heroes. The
fair is located at 1318 South
2nd Avenue in Fair Park,

10 a.m. - 7 p.m. daily; after
the fair: 10 am. - 5 p.m.
Monday - Saturday and noon
to 5 p.m. Sunday FREE. Call
214-891-5863 or  email
Amy_Corenblith@richards.c
om for more information.

Proud To Be An Active
at&l  partner InThe Community
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THE TRUTH CLINIC
Remembering The Little Rock Nine

By: JamesW. Breedlove

School bells tolled across the
country last week as students
were beckoned to the start of a
new school year. Summer vaca-
tion was over, and, for most who
were heading back to school, the
major concerns on that first day
were what to wear and locating
the right classroom.

But last week was also note-
worthy for another reason.
September 4 marked the fiftieth
anniversary of an ugly chapter
in Little Rock history when
vicious mobs and the Arkansas
National Guard stopped nine
black students from answering
the school bell at Little Rock
Central High.

It is worth reflecting on and
remembering the events that
precipitated the conflict that ter-
rorized the young black stu-
dents who were seeking nothing
more than to be educated in a
neighborhood school that had
newer books and better facilities
than their previous school.

During the spring of 1957,
after much legal maneuvering in
the courts, the Little Rock
School Board adopted a policy
for integration that would start
at the high school level and
gradually include other grades
over a period of six years.

There were 517 black stu-
dents who lived in the Central
High district that were eligible
to attend Central in the fall.
Following extensive interviews
with the Superintendent and
staff, 17 are selected to initiate
integration at Central. Eight of
those opted out and decided to
remain at the all-black high
school.

That left nine students to
undertake the arduous and dan-
gerous mission of being the first
blacks to attend the all-white

Little Rock Central High
School. They were: Ernest
Green, Elizabeth Eckford,
Jefferson Thomas, Terrence
Roberts, ~ Carlotta ~ Walls,
Minnijean Brown Gloria Ray,
Thelma  Mothershed, and

Melba Pattillo who would later

become known as the “Little
Rock Nine.”

But Arkansas’ Governor Orval
Faubus had other ideas as he
proceeded to orchestrate a series
of despicable actions to prevent
the nine from entering Central
High.

When the black students
showed up at Central on
September 4, 1957, escorted by
two white and two African-
American ministers, they were
met by a frenzied mob who
cursed, jeered, threatened, and
screamed, “go home nigger...go
back to Africa...go to your own
school.”

They surged menacingly
toward the bewildered and
frightened black children. The
National ~Guard, sent by
Governor Faubus to keep the
students away from Central, held
the rabid hecklers back and
turned the black students away.

Fifteen-year-old Elizabeth
Eckford, who became the face of
the Little Rock desegregation cri-
sis said, “That's when | knew that
they were just not going to let me
go to school ... that they were not
there to protect me.”

She walked alone that first day
because her family had no tele-
phone to receive the message on
where to meet the others. The
chilling images of teen Elizabeth
in her crisply starched shirtwaist
dress walking through the
screaming white mob are gut
wrenching.  But one photo
stands out that characterizes the
depth of the enmity being hurled
at Elizabeth. Itis a photo of a lit-
tle white girl mimicking her eld-
ers as she yells through contorted
lips while shaking a menacing fist
as Elizabeth walks slowly through
the gauntlet of guardsmen.

On September 23, 1957, after
more legal skirmishes, the nine
black students were secreted into
the school through a side door as
several thousand protesters
milled around in front of the
school. When the mob learned
the students were inside, it
became unruly and several riots
broke out. The police, fearful

they would be unable to maintain
control, took the black students
out of the school through a back
door.

President Eisenhower finally
stepped in and asserted the U.S.
government's authority over the
defiant Governor Faubus. He
sent over one thousand members
of the 101st Airborne Division to
Little Rock and federalized ten
thousand Arkansas National
Guards.

The next day, September 25,
1957, under escort by bayonet-
wielding federal troops, the
“Little Rock Nine” were allowed
to enter Central High for the first
full day of classes.

The black students thought
things would now be relatively
quiet. But when the 101st trans-
ferred its duties to federalized
Guard troops — many of them
opposed to integration — a small
group of white students were
encouraged to begin "a reign of
terror” against the black students.

Reacting to the harassment of
white students, Minnijean Brown
threw a bowl of chili on several of
her antagonists in the cafeteria.
She was suspended for six days
but later had other altercations
that led to her being suspended
for the remainder of the 1957
school year.

Melba Patillo, who was beaten,
stabbed and cursed by white stu-
dents, had acid thrown in her
eyes. Her alert guard saved her
from blindness by throwing water
over her face and eyes.

Earnest Green graduated from
Central High on May 27, 1958,
as he joined 600 seniors in the
commencement exercises. Two
more of the "Little Rock Nine"
would also graduate—Carlotta
Walls in 1959 and Jefferson
Thomas in 1960.

This story is just one of many
that occurred across the nation
documenting the tortuous path
blacks had to take in an attempt
to gain equal educational oppor-
tunities following the 1954
Brown decision.

And after fifty years of struggle
the task is still not complete.
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Authorities: West Africans Used
As N.J. Hair-Braiding Slaves

Federal authorities say it's a
case of modern-day slavery.

Two men and a woman were
charged Thursday with smug-
gling at least 20 girls and young
women from the West African
nation of Togo and forcing them
to work at hair braiding salons
in Newark and East Orange.

The females told investigators
that they worked without pay for
up to 14 hours a day, six or
seven days a week. They said
that if they complained or did
not follow the rules, they would
be beaten. And they were threat-
ened to be sent back to Africa if
they objected to working with-
out pay, they said.

u.s. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement officials
said the workers were brought
to the United States through a
lottery that lets people from
some countries have visas to
move to the U.S. Authorities

said the alleged victims posed as
relatives of lottery winners so
they could get into the country.

"This is a case of modern-day
slavery,” said Tom Manifase,
deputy special agent in charge of
investigations for the immigra-
tion agency's Newark office.
"These women were promised a
better life in the U.S. but instead
ended up becoming victims of
human trafficking."

The suspects, like the females,
are Togolese nationals. Lassissi
Afolabi, 44, Akouavi Kpade
Afolabi, 39, and Dereck
Hounakey, 30, all face charges
of harboring illegal aliens, which
carries a maximum penalty of
10 years in prison. Kpade
Afolabi is also charged with
smuggling illegal aliens for
financial gains, which can be
punished by 10 years in prison.

The Afolabis, who are related,
share an East Orange home.

Lassissi Afolabi's 19-year-old
son, Akl Afolabi, told the Star-
Ledger of Newark for Friday's
newspapers that the claims
against his mother, aunt and
family friend were false and
that the women were paid for
their work.

"They got everything they
needed and it was better than
Africa,” he said. "Everybody
was treated well. We helped
them.”

He showed a reporter two
bedrooms in the family home
where he said three of the
salon workers lived. Each
room had a television and clos-
ets that were full of clothing.

The 20 females are now in
protective custody where they
have access to emergency
housing and counseling.

The suspects were ordered
held without bail and were due
in court again Friday.

Ban Ki-moon Comments On
Sudan With U.N. Correspondents

U.N.  Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon speaks with
correspondents about Sudan
outside the Security Council
chamber at U.N. headquar-
ters in New York

SG: Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen. I'm glad to see you
all again. | returned yesterday
night, and | would like to briefly
tell you. My visit to the region,
to Sudan Chad and Libya, was
very useful and constructive in

generating a momentum to
bring an early resolution of the
situation in Darfur. As you are
already aware, we have
announced the political negotia-
tion meeting to be held on
October 27 in Tripoli, Libya.
And | was assured the full sup-
port from all the leaders in the
region, including Presidents of
Sudan, Chad and [Libyan]
leader [Muammar] Qaddafi and
[other] leaders in the region —

Egypt and Eritrea — and all
other countries. | am encour-
aged. We must build upon this
progress to bring peace and
security and prosperity to these
people.

In that regard, | am going to,
again, closely work, particular-
ly during the forthcoming
September 21st high-level
meeting, to be chaired
between myself and Chairman
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The country's licensing body
for universities, the Nigerian
University Commission (NUC),
last week summoned Covenant
University officials to clarify the
policy, which the NUC says is
unjustified. Professor Ignatius
Uvah, the NUC's deputy execu-
tive secretary, stressed that
Covenant University was bound
to respect national and interna-
tional conventions on
HIV/AIDS, which demand that
tests should be voluntary.
According to news reports, the
Public Relations Officer of the
NUC, Alhaji Ibrahim Yakassai,
said the issue would be resolved
“very soon."

The National Agency for the
Control of AIDS (NACA) has
also condemned the compulsory
testing of students, saying that
“in line with the national guide-
line for HIV/AIDS counseling
and testing, the administration
of HIV tests should be with the
full consent of the individual
involved, and it must be volun-
tary, confidential and offered
only as a package that includes
pre- and post-test counseling.”

Although the University had
earlier stated that negative HIV
and pregnancy test results were
a condition for graduation, its
spokesman, Mr. Emmanuel
Igban, said the tests were a rou-
tine exercise to determine the
health status of students.

"It is not true that anyone
who  tests  positive  for
HIV/AIDS would be denied the
opportunity to graduate, con-
trary to media reports,” Igban
said in a statement issued in
response to growing condemna-
tion of the university's policy.
Bisi Ladipo-Salami, of
BAOBAB, a women's human
rights activist group, described
the compulsory testing as a vio-
lation of the students' rights,
and maintained that there was
no law prohibiting HIV-positive
and/or pregnant students from
graduating.

"We believe that the funda-
mental rights of all Nigerians,
irrespective of religious affilia-
tion, are non-negotiable, and
demand an end to the infringe-
ment on the rights of the young
people under any guise,” she
said. Princess Olufemi-Kayode,

Executive Director of advoca-
¢y group Media Concern for
Women and Children, com-
mended Covenant University
for its efforts to ensure a high
moral standard among its stu-
dents.

However, she added that
there was a need for better
understanding of the human
rights perspective on
HIV/AIDS tests, because “the
virus can be contracted
through various means other
than sex, which seems to be
emphasis of the university."
Notwithstanding these criti-
cisms, the chancellor believed
that the students should be
guided to protect them from
possible HIV infection or
unintended pregnancy
because in the past some stu-
dents had been caught engag-
ing in "reprehensible sexual
activities.”

"It is a very bad situation
that requires every possible
approach to ensure that we
produce the kind of graduates
that can guarantee a better
future for this country,” he
said.
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before trial, as he did Sept. 4 with
the charges against two more stu-
dents, Carwin Jones and Theo
Shaw.

But Mauffray agreed with
Walters that, once a case against a
juvenile is in adult court, reduc-
ing the charge did not automati-
cally return the case to juvenile
court.

Walters quoted state law: "The
court exercising criminal jurisdic-
tion shall retain jurisdiction over
the child's case, even though he
pleads guilty to or is convicted of
a lesser included offense.”

Bell's attorneys said they would
appeal that and another rejected
request to return the case to juve-
nile court. Walters said he would
appeal the conspiracy ruling.

Bell's attorneys also argued that
the convictions should be thrown
out because there was no evi-
dence of conspiracy or of the
dangerous weapon required for
an aggravated battery charge.
Walters has said the weapon was
shoes. Louis Scott, another of
Bell's attorneys, said there was no
evidence that Barker's injuries
were caused by tennis shoes
rather than a punch or hitting a
wall.

People in the packed court-
room sometimes cheered or

made loud noises of disgust or
disbelief during the arguments.

That was but a mere taste of
what is expected to be a massive
public outcry against the per-
ceived racial discrimination and
unfair targeting of the boys in this
case on Sept. 20.

Though the case received little
mainstream media attention, a
groundswell of sentiment in sup-
port of the Black students began
on the Internet in blogs; Black
media portals like The Final Call
and  BlackAmericaWeb.com;
websites dedicated to the cause
(http://jenasix.org) and online
petitions to drop the charges in
the case (www.colorof
change.org).

The movement is sweeping
through college campuses as
well.

On Sept. 5, a group of Howard
University students comprising
the Save the Jena Six Planning
Committee, which is working to
raise money for and awareness
about the Jena Six cases, held a
rally at the school's Cramton
Auditorium.

"It would behoove students at a
Historically Black University to
show solidarity with any case that
calls into question the blindfold
that the court is supposed to
wear,"” said Chigozie Onyema, a

member of the planning team
in aThe Hilltop article.

Jessica Harris, a student at
Morgan State University in
Baltimore and a member of
Delta Sigma Theta, said as soon
as she learned the details of the
case, she knew she had to do
something.

"I was immediately disgust-
ed," Harris said of the case. "It
shocked me back into the reali-
ty that racism is alive and well.”

On July 31, the Rev. Al
Sharpton of the National
Action Network went down to
Jena to lead in the battle cry of
"No justice, no peace!" and he,
along with Martin Luther King
111, radio host Michael Baisden
and other national leaders will
lead an expected thousands in a
national vigil before the Jena
Louisiana Court House on the
day of Bell's sentencing.

Harris said while she cannot
make the trip, she is working on
organizing a simultaneous
"Black Awareness” rally at the
school.

“Even if | can't go down there
and scream on the courtroom
steps | can do something here
to raise awareness of not only
the Jena Six case but also the
other important issues facing
the Black community.”
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